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THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST SALUTE YOU

{(ROMANS 16:16).




What Mast | Do to Be Saved?

Then Philip opened his mouth.
and beginning at this Scriptune,
preached Jesus to him.

Now as they went down the road,
they came fo some waten.
And the eunuch said,
"See, hene is waten.
What hinders me [rom being baptizeol”

Then Philip said,
"If you believe with all your heant, you may.”
And he answenred anod said,

1 believe that Jesus Chnist is the Son of Good.”
S0 he commanoded the chariot to stano still.
And both Philip and the eunuch
went down into the waten,

and
he baptized him (Acts 8:35-38).



The churchis the body of Christ
{(Colossians 1:24).

Often today people think of
“the church” as the “good” people
out of ail of the denominations.

In the first century,
no denominations existed.

Christians were commanded
to be united under one name
and one doctrine

(1 Corinthians 1:10-13).

“Churches” were identified as
specific groups of people
living in specific places:

“To all who are in Rome, beloved of God.
called to be saints” (Romans 1:7).

“The churches of Christ greet you"
(Romans 16:16).

“To the church of God which is at Corinth
{1 Corinthians 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:1)

“To the churches of Galatia” (Galatians 1:2)
etc. etc. etc.




EDITORIAL
DON’T BLAME
GOD

J. C. Choate
Editor-in-Chief

While 1 was attending Freed-
Hardeman College, a tormado struck
a community nearby and two or three
people were killed, Someone said
that the reason the tornado swept
through that area was because of the
sinful living of those particular peo-
ple. Somecone ¢lse said that if God
was punishing the people becausc of
their sins, why didn™t He hit some
place like New York City? The same could be said about cities, large and
small, all over the world. Of course the point is, God 1s not dircetly sending
tornados, lires, floods, snow storms, earthquakes, tsunamis, or other such
things on the people of the world because of their wicked living. If He was
using nature in such ways today, the world itsell would have been destroved
a long time ago because, it1s filled with sin and sinmers.

But when tragic cvents take place, such as the recent tsunami in the
Indian Ocean, in which thousands and thousands of people are killed, sur-
vivors who have lost family members and loved ones usually ask, “Why?
Why, God, did you send such a terrible thing upon us?” The same question
was asked when four hurricanes recently hit Florida in the U.S.A. That
question was atso asked repeatedly when carthquakes hit Turkey, Tran,
India, and other countries, causing the deaths of thousands when their small
mud houses collapsed on them. Stmilar earthquakes have hit Japan and
China, and people there wondered, “Why? Why me?” No doubl that same
question was asked by thosc who suffered mud slides in California and
floods in many parts of the U.S. A this winter,

But tragic evenis o[ nature are continually happening around the world,
Scientists explain: Mud slides oceur returally when rain weakens the strug-
ture of a mountain, relcasing a muddy torrent on whatever may be in its
path. Hurricanes and cyclones sweep over an area when the conflicting
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encrgy of high and low air pressure, combined with hot and cool air masses,
create rapid spiralling movement of the air over the ocean. Tornadocs form
when warm, huinid air meets cold, dry air in a twisting coriolis cffect over
fand, spinning at speeds of 80 o 150 mifes an hour. Earthquakes are caused
by the shifting of tectonic plates along fault lines under the earth’s surfuce.
This crashing movement can turn whole villages into rubble in a matter of
seconds. Volcanoes are the result of a huild-up of heat and presgure in the
bot, molten rock deep underground along lectonic plate lines. Magma final-
ly breaks through the surface, spewing gas, steam, ash, and/or molten lava
from the rupture.  If the earthquake or the volcanic eruption occurs in the
ocean, a selsmic sea wave —— a lsunami — may occur. This natural result of
massive movemenis in the garth can create waves as much as 35 to 200 (tet
higher than normal, crushing and mangling cverything in its path.

These terrible, catastrophic events are the effects of whal we call the
“laws of nature”. When natural conditions come together in predictable,
specified ways, we can expect onc of these powerflul, destructive resulls -
not as a direct act of God but because the earth’s conditions demand L

On the other hand. while naturc itself is responsible for these tragedies,
man is responsible for grievous things that come about as a result of wars,
lerrorism, robberics, killings, the misuse of drugs, hunger, polluted water,
poverly. poor eating habits, cte.

Ltowever and whatever brings abaul hurt, pain, suffering, and death,
never let the thought cross your mind, or to say 1o yourself and to others,
that God is responsible. Listen, God created you and all human beings, and
He loves you. He doesn’t wanl to Xill you. He doesn’t wani to hurt you or
to cause you and your loves ones to suffer. He even gave His son 1o die tor
you 5o you can be saved in this world and in the world to come. John 3:16
says plainly, “For God so loved the world thar He gave His only begorien
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life. For God did not send His Son into the warld 1o condemn the world, but
that the world through Him might be saved "

Perhaps yvou have lost a wife, a husband, children, and other (amily
members in some tragic natural calamity. This is heartbreaking, and we
grieve for you in your loss. Bul be thankful that you have survived. Don’t
try 1o put the blame on others, and don’t blame God, but be thankful that
you are still living, and that there are many in vour country and around the
world, who are making greatl efforts o help you and others to rebuild your
life. Be thankful that good can come out of tragedy, and that you can know
the love of God and of caring humans in the midst of all the pain,

Although you can see God’s creation all around you, as a testimony that
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God lives, get yourself a Bible and read and study it to leam more about
God and about His Sen, Jesus Christ. Look for His words of love and reas-
surance. Learn to say with the psalmist David (Psalin 23),

The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still walers.
He restores my soul;

He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake.
Yea, though { walk through the vailey of the shadow of death,
I'will fear no evil; For You are with me;

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a tahle before me in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the davs of my life;
And I will dhwell in the house of the LORD Forever.

Turning to God’s word to allow Him te talk to you, you will leam of the
Lord’s sacrifice for you, and of what He would have you to do to be saved.
He wants you to hear the good news ol His Son, Jesus Christ, to believe it,
to turn away from your sins, and to be baptized for the forgiveness of your
sins. When you do these things, with a sincere heart of submission to God,
He will save you and add you to His church, His spiritual family. Then as
you live the Christian life and remain faithful 1o Him, you will be prepared
to go to heaven when you die. In that new spiritual world, you will live with
God and the redeemed forevermore. There will be no pain there, no sorrow,
no sickness, and no death, “..we, according to His promise, look jor new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved,
looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace,
withowt spot and blameless ™ (2 Peter 3:13,14).

“And 1 heavd a loud voice from heaven saving, "Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His peo-
ple. God Himself will be with them and be their God.  And God will wipe
away every tear from their eves; therve shull be no more death, nor sorrow,
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away,' Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make qll things
new.”” (Revelation 21:3-5).

That 1s the kind of God we belicve in and serve. He lives and we live

n

because of Him. i



ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

CHRISTIANITY
REQUIRES
CHANGE

Byron Nichols

1t is a widely-aceepted fact that
there are a great many changes tak-
ing place today in what is generally
referred to as “Christianity”. The
call for significant changes of various
: kinds is being heard in the midst of
all varieties of church groups, lrom those commonly regarded as the very
conservative to those which are acknowledged as being among the very
most liberal, as well as those in between those opposite poles. Tiven some
congregations among churches of Christ are involving themselves in some
exceedingly divisive matters rclative to beliefs and praclices which up until
very recent years were practically unheard of within the brotherhood.

In suggesting by the above title that Christianity requires change, it is
not at all meant to imply or affirm that there should be any change made that
would be in conflict with the Scriptures — not at all. The church is not our
church. We are not the head of the church. We have not been given any
authority over maiters of doctrine. If we believe the Bible, we have to
accept the principle that we as Christians are not in a position to change any-
thing that is found in the Bible. We are not maslers —- we are only servants,
Our responsibility is the same that Jesus identified for Himsclf when He said
thal He came, not to do His own will, but the will of Him (the Father) who
sent Him (John 6:38). Even in the midst of His awful turmoil and agony in
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus stared brutality and death right in the eye
and prayed to the Father, “...nevertheless not My will, but Yowrs, be done”
(Luke 22:42). As disciples of Christ, we are called upon to also make these
sentiments our own. Thus, we are not in a position 1o do things to soit our-
selves, but rather to do things to suvit Him! Our task is to please, not to be
pleased!

In spite of ail these introductory observations, it still remains a biblical
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fact that becoming and Hving like a Christian absolutely requires change on
our parl, a lot of change. We must change extensively in order to qualify as
one of His faithful.

Notice the [act that drastic change on the part of Christ’s followers was
required {trom the very beginning of the church. When Peter preached his
convicting sermon in Acts 2, many of the hearers were made 1o feel their
guilt, and they wanted desperately to be made (ree from their sins, In
respense, Peter informed them in ne uncertain terms that they must make
changes that would completely change their lives — the first thing that he
told them was that it was necessary that they repent {verse 38). This meant
that they had to be much more than merely sorry for what they had done;
they had to do an about-face, changing to complying with the will of Ged
rather than deing their own will. Verse 41 shows us that approximately
3,000 of these folks developed a severe conscience problem, to the extent
that they made the commitment to make major changes in their manner of
life. They were willing to change (repent) and be baptized, as Peter com-
manded. The true Christian of any day and time was/is onc in acceptance of
the fact that being a Christian is a momentous decision, one resulting in
putiing behind the old way of life and taking on a new set of standards for
thinking and behaving,

Of course, firom the very beginning of the church there have been some
whe found that their commitment o Christ called for much greater change
than was needed in the lives of some others. For example, in 1 Corinthians
6 Paul was dealing with some Christians at Corinth who were in need of
making some important additional changes in their lives. They had started
the Christian walk, but the apostle discovercd that they had not fully com-
prehended the principle of repentance — he could see the presence of major
problems in their thinking and actions. However, to the credit of some of
them, Paul says that though they had previously been what most of us would
readily classify as “gross sinners”, they had successfully undergone the ini-
tial changes required in becoming a follower of Jesus. They had come a
Tong way, but they still had a long way to go in making the contipuing nec-
essary changes that would result in their spiritual maturity in Christ {1
Corinthians 6:9-11).

True Christianity makes people willing to make the needed kinds of
changes. [t makes truthlul folks out of liars; it transforms the lazy into
industrious workers; it changes the aimless inte people of purpose, etc., etc.

May we all be or become people of the right kind of change, ever
changing into morc and more the kind of servant that our Master expects
and will henor one day. i
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GOD

Qe Need te Hnoew God

Shan Jackson

When Paul traveled to Athens
he went there with one purpose —
to bring salvation to the Grecian
world, There he encountered cer-
tain philesophers who found delight
in hearing new things from all over
the world (Acts 17). They kunew
much, but they did not know God.
1t was not that they did not have the
ability to know God, but that they
had failed to begin their scarch for
Him. In their attempt 1o know all
the deities of the world, they failed
to find the one and true Deity of all
eternity, They knew much but
they did not know God.

There are people today who
also know much. However, the
world, by its own wisdom, will
never know God ({ Corinthians
1:21). Therefore, God has supplied
us with His Bible to support us in
our quest to find Him and a knowl-
cdge of His will. There is no way
of knowing Him without it,

Many today are just as ignorant
of God as were the phitosophers of
Mars” Hill. And so the remedy for
our ignorance is just the same as
theirs. We need to be converted, to
turn to the Lord of lords (Acts
3:19). We need to know much —
we need to know God.

1f

You see, none of us knows how
to find salvation except through the
Bible (Romans 10:17). Our feel-
ings, emotions, and thought
processes are most deceptive. As
Jeremiah said, “The way of man is
not in himself: it is not in man to
direct his own steps” (Jeremish
10:23). We simply cannot risk the
salvation of our souls by blind
acceptance of man’s teaching
(Matthew 15:9). Wec¢ must know
God. We must know that the Lord
has spoken. Remcmber, heaven and
earth will pass away, but not His
words (Matthew 24:35). We must
know much — we must know God.

When this old world is wrapped
in flames, the words of the Lord
will survive. When death and decay
have their names scratched and
scarred on everything else, His
words will remain. Above every-
thing clse they demand our careful
and prayerful attention. They arc
the light and lamp by which we are
guided {Psalm }19:105}. They are
the source of our spiritual under-
standing (verse 104), We must
know God. *

Shan Jackson is the preacher for the
church of Christ in Port Lavaca,
Texas, USA.
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[4 ‘Morc than nincteen
hundred vears ago
t h there was @ Man born
e r e contrary to the laws of lifc. This
Man lived in poverty and was reared
w s in obscurity. Tlc did net travel
a extensively. Only once did He
cross the boundary of the country in
a which he was born, and that was
during Tlis exile in childhood.

“This Man possessed neither
M a h wealth nor influence. Tlis relatives
were inconspicuous, they werce not
influential, and they had ncither
James Allan Francis training nor education. In infancy
He startled a king; in childhood He
puzzled the doctors; in manhood He
ruled the course of nature, walked upon billows as il pavements, and hushed
the sca to sleep. He healed the multitudes without medicine and made no
charge {or Hhis service. He never wrotc a book, yet all the librarics of the

country could not hold the books that have been written abont [Tim,

“This Man never wrote a song, and ycr He has furnished the theme for
more songs than all other subjects combined, He never founded a college,
but all the schools put tegether cannol boast of having as many students, He
never practiced medicine, and yet He has healed more broken hearts than all
the doctors far and near. He never marshaled an army, nor drafted a soldier,
nor (ired a gun, and yet oo leader cver had more volunieers who have, under
His orders, made more rebels stack arms and surrender without a shot being
fired.

“The names ol the past proud statesmen of Greece and Rome have
come and gone, bul the name ol this Man abounds more and morc. Though
time has spread almost two thousand years between the people of this gener-
ation and the scenc of Fis crucifixion, HE STILL LIVES! Herod could not
KILL Him, Satan could not SEDUCE Him, death could not DESTROY
Him, and the grave could not HOLD Him!

“This Man stands forth upan the highest pinnacle of heavenly glory,
proclaimed of God, acknowledged by angels, adored by saints, feared by
demons, as the Hving, personal Christ, our Lord and Savior.”

12
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“Truly this Man (JESUS) was — and 1S — the Son of Goed!”

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everfasting life” (Ichn
3:16).

“For when we were stifl withour strength, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly. Fov scavcely for a righteous man will one die; vet perhaps for
a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates Hiy
own fove ioward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:0-8).

Christ died on the cross for our sins, and His blood will cover us if we
will believe and trust [Tim {Acis 16:31), repent of our sins (Acts 17:30-31),
conless TTis deity
before  others
{ Romans
10:9,10), be bap-
tized (immersed)
in TTis name, and
follow Him for
the rest of cur
lives {1 John 1:7).

There was &
Man -~ Ile IS
Savior and Lord.
Without Him we
have no hope, bui
through Him we
have the promise
ol lorgiveness
and cternal lifc.
Will YOU trust
and obey Him? %

Submitted by Da-
vid A. Sargent,
minister of the
Church of Christ
at  Creekwood,
Mobile, Alabama,
USA.
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The
Resurrection

of Christ

Stanley E. Sayers

o R ST

me Patmos Isle we hear these words
spoken by the resurrected, glorified Lord
te the beloved disciple, John, “Do nor
be afraid; I am the Firsi and the Last.
am He who lives, and was dead, and
behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen,
And I have the keys of Hades and of
Death” (Revclation 1:17,18).

Having risen from the dead, pos-
sessing the keys of death and Hades,
what is the further meaning of Christ’s
supernatural resurrection?

#1. Satan has been defeated. In
Genesis 3:15 we have the prophecy of
the serpent’s bruising the heel of the
I seed of woman (Christ), and Christ
crushing the head of the serpent. We read in the Hebrew epistle that Christ
took “part of the same ", became flesh and blood that He might destroy the one
who had the power of death, Satan, and deliver thuse who through the fear of
death were all their lifetime “subject to hondage ™ (Hebrews 2:14). The Son of
God was manifested to destroy “the works of the devil” (1 John 1:8).

#2. Death has given way to the resurrection from the dead. We are told
in John 5:28,29 that all that are in the tombs shall hear the voice of the Son
of God and arise. At the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus declared that He Himself

14
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was the resiwrection and the life (Jekn 11:25,26). Then He raised Lazarus to
prove it. 1 Corinthians 15:15.20-28, is the replete account of Christ in His
own resurrection, and ours to come. Death has been conquered and the cap-
tives set free.

#3. Baptism is graced with meaning., Romans 6:3.4 is pure gold. We die
to sin in repentance, and we bury the past life of sin in the water of baptism.
In the likeness of Christ’s death, we are buried with Him in death: our eyes
are closed and one displays all the characteristics of being physically dead,
but for the beating of his heart. Arnsing from Lhe liquid grave, the first
breath one takes is in the Kingdom of God! Dead to the world of folly and
sin, alive to righteousness in Christ Jesus, our Lord and Savior (Galatians
3:27; 1 Corinthians 12:13; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Colossians 3:1-1( et al.),

Onc has died to sin in repentance (Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38; 17:30), and
buried the past life of sin in the grave of baptism. Baptism is immersion,
and ncither the original Greek nor English translations will render it as
sprinkling or pouring,

One rises from the waters of cicansing {Acts 16:22), and pledges com-
plete obedience 10 Christ, his Lord and Master, becoming a new creation (2
Corinthians 5:17; Cojossians 3:1-11), born of water and the Spirit (fohn 3:3-
5; 1 Corinthians 12:13). His name is now written in the Book of Life (Acts
2:41,47; Hebrews 12:23: Philippians 4:3b: Revelation 20:15).

In water baptism, the precious Holy Spirit takes up residence in the new
convert’s heart {Acts 2:38,39; 1 Corinthians 3:16,17; 6:19,20), where the
Father and the Son both make their abode through the Spirit (John 14:21-23;
Ephesians 2:22). Joy “wnspeakable and fill of glory™ are the experience of
being born ancw (1 Peter 1:8,9);, “Therefore with joy shall ve draw water
out of the wells of salvation " (Isaiah 12:3). “For I will pour water upon him
that is thirsty, and floods upon the drv ground; T will pour my Spirit upon
thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring ” (1saiah 44:3). What a joy to
find Jesus and keep 11is commandments! (John 14:21ft; Revelation 14:13)!
#4. The power of God is manifest. “And declared to he the Son of God
with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the
dead” (Romans 1:4).

#5. Life takes on genuine meaning.
{A) Jesus said, “Because I live, ye shall live also™ (John 14:19),
(B)  “He that believeth in me, though he were dead yet shall he live”
(Fohn 11:25).
(C) “Whaso eateth nry flesh, und drinketh my blood, hath eternal
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life, and I will raise him up in the last dav” {(John 6:54).
Dy  “He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me,
and { in him” (John 6:56).
()  “As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so
he that eateth me, even he shall live by me” (John 6:57).
(I “This is the bread which came dowa from heaven, as your
Jathers did cat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread
shall live forever” (John 6:58).
(G) "I anm come that they might have life, and have it more abun-
dantly” (John 10:10).
(H)y “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me
draw him, and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:44).
M "It is written in the prophets, And they shall be afl taught of
Guad. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of
the Father, cometh unto me " (John 6:45},
#6. A personal nearaess to God otherwise unobtainable,
(A) Sin separated us (rom God (Tsaizh 59:1,2}).
(B) “Thc cnmity”™ (Ephesians 2:15,16). He has abolished in Ilis
flesh the enmity, the law of commandments in ordinances (the law of
Moses), and has made in Himself of two onc new man, thereby making
peace, and reconciling both unto God “in one boady by the cross, hav-
ing slain the enmity thereby.”
#1. He wants to bless our lives. “But unto everyone of us is given grace
according to the gift of Christ” (Ephesians 4.7}, Ascending up on high, he
“led captivity captive” and gave gifts o men. Having ascended, what is it
but that He first descended (the tomb), and has ascended up “far above all
heavens, that he might fill all things” (v. 10).
#8. Risen and ascended; He is coming again! “And behold, I come
quickly; and my reward is with me, to give fo every man according as his
wark shall be” {Revelation 22:12). John concludes, “He which festifieth
these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Fven so, come Lord
Jesus!™ (Revelation 22:20).

What docs the resurrection of Christ mean o you? Tt means all the
fore-going to me and far, far more. God hasten the day when incomprehen-
sible glory shall burst in the skies and our precious Lord und Savior shall
come with an innumerable company of angels, io gather His peoplce to that
eternal inheriiance with Him! yid

Stanley E. Sayers is a preacher and writer living in Duncan, Qklahoma, USA,
16
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Realize the Unlimited
Love of God

Samuel Osei Young

“Many are the afffictions of the righicous,
but the Lord delivers hine out of them afl” (Psalm 34:19).

The love of God 1s gremt and extensive in such a way that
both the wicked and the righteous, in their troubles of per- |
plexities and sickness, are being blessed and cared for by
the living God, even with the sunshine and rain which
come upon ali men (Matthew 3:4%),

Lovc is delined in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 as follows:
“Love suffers long and is kind. Love does not emvy, does not
parade iself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does
not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil, does not
refoice in iniquity, but refoices in truth, bears all
things, hopes oll things, endures all things.”

Since crealion (rod has determined to

give what is good to mankind. In Genesis 1:27-

31 He gave man dominance over all things creat-
ed in the world, and just after the fall of man He
gave dominance to Nosh in Genesis 9:1-3. Our living
God is always concerned about mankind. David, in
Psalm 8:4, inquired of God’s glory and man’s dominion
when he said, "What is man, that you are mindful of
him? and the son of man that you visit kim? 7

God’s expression of love for humanity is spoken in

Christ Jesus. 1n return, ITis highest expectation
demands that man should accept His love and surren-
der to Himsclf in Christ Jesus. The writer of the book of
Romans said in chapter 2:4, “Or do vou despise the riches
of His goodness, forbearance, and long-suffering, not knowing
that the goodness of God leads 1o repentance?”
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Indeed “the Lord is not slack
(slow) concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is long-
suffering toward us, not willing that
any should perish, but all should
come fo repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
CGiod wants to save us, giving us life
eternal in Jesus Christ, the Son of
God {John 3:36).

Tn Matthew 18:1-4 the disciples
wanted to know “who then is great-
est in the kingdom of heaven?"”
Jesus called a little child to Him and
set him (n the midst of them, and
said, “Assuredly, T say to vou,
unless you are converted and
become as little children, you will
by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven. Therefore whoever hum-
hles himself as this Hittle child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. "
Children are fit for the kingdom of
heaven (Matthew 19:13,14), be-
causc they arc innocent. When
children were brought to Him that
ITe might put His hands on them
and pray, the disciples rebuked
them, but Jesus said, “Ler the fittle
children come to me, and do not
Jorbid them: For of such is the
Kingdom of heaven.”

The prophet Ezekiel made men-
tion of the sinless state of children,
that they do not inhent sin (Ezekiel
18:4). “Behold, all souls ave mine,
the youl of the father, as well as the
soul of the son is mine; the soul who
sins shall die.” Children are 1n a

pure state until they arc mature,
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8).
“Be ye holy, as it is written, I am
holy” (1 Peter 1:16).

God could desire to adopt only
children for His kingdom, but fle
did not do that. Rather, He wants
the sinner to repent and be saved
{Luke 24:47). In Matthew 3:8,9
John the Baptist declared,
“Therefore bear fruits worthy of
repentance, and do not think to say
to vourselves, We have Abraham as
our father. For [ say to vou that
God iv able to raise up childrer to
Abraham from these stores.” Jesus
said, “Greater love has no one than
this, that he lav down his life for his

Jriends” (John 15:13). Listen again
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to Jesus in John 10:10, where He
says, “The thief does not come
except to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy. I have come that they may
have life, and have it more abun-
danthy.”

Conclusion: My dear reader,
embrace the love of God, which
causcd the death of His only begot-
len Son, that whoever believes and
is baptized shall be saved (Mark
16:16). Those who arc being saved
through obedience to the Gospel are
added to the church by the Lord
(Acts 2:47). ?

Samuel Osei Young is a preacher in
Accra, Ghana, West Africa.
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Y ou
know that

she had to
be special
for him to
have spent
s0  much
money on
her. When
the most
he'd ever
bought for
anyone
before was
a tee shirt
f r o m
Blackpool,
a seven dia-
mond ring
was really
going to the
other
cxtreme.
And it was-
n’t only the
money. It
was the
gelfless way
he had
asked her Lo
be his bride — he'd put his money
where his mouth was.

The ring was his word. Tt was
the best way he knew how to say
thal his intentions were both loving
and honourable. He had made a
promise he planned to keep. If he
had given the ring, then he would
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later give himself. 1t was his goar-
antee.

When Jehn came preaching a
baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins, he told of One
greater wha would baptize the peo-
ple with the Holy Spirit. Before
Jesus departed this earth He told His
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followers that He would send the
¢ifl — Nis Father had promised, the
onc they had heard Him speak
about. When Peter stood up on that
memorable day of Pentecost, he told
the people how that the resurrected
Jesus had poured oul the promised
Hely Spirit which He had received
from the Father, and that the
promisc was for them, their chil-
dren, and for all whom the Lord
would call. And when Paul writes
to the Ephesians he spcaks of being
marked in Christ “with q seal, the
promised Holv Spivit.”

The Scriptures repeatedly insist
that God is a keeper of promises.
Mcn of faith, such as Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Joshua, David,
Elijah, Danicl and many morc
would readily testify to God's faith-
fulness to His word. When God
gives the Holy Spirit 10 those who
obey Him, He is fulfilling a promisc
— He is kecping His word.

But more than that, when God
gives His Holy Spirit, He is provid-
ing a guarantee to fulfill all the
other promises e has made. The
Holy Spirit "is a depasit guarantee-
ing our inheritance” (Ephesians
1:14). Hc is “in our hearts as o
deposit, guaranteeing what is to
come™ (2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5).
Where each of these verses use the
word “deposit”, Paul uses the Greek
word arrabon — a word used in the
ancicnt business world for a pledge
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or down payment assuring the sub-
scquent payment of the full amount.
And, significantly, it is a word
which the modemn Greeks use for an
cngagement ring,

If we have the Spirit of God liv-
ing within us, we have assurance of
“the promised eternal inheritance”
{Hebrews 9:15), “an inheritance
that can never perish, spoil or fade”
(1 Peter 1:3,4), Tt is not a2 matter ol
I'll be going to heaven il ['ve becen
good enough or if I’ve attended
church meetings, It is rather a mai-
ter of I’ll be going to heaven if |
have the Spirit of Christ within me,
If God has given us His Spirit, He
will alse give us our inheritance.

And when God comes to invade
our lives with His presence, He
doesn’t come with a suitcase. He
comes with a removal van and plans
to stay. And He’s not like a tenant
who is willing to put up with that
ghastly wallpaper until it is time to
move on to the next place — God
has plans to redecorate and remodel
us 1o His liking and by His Spirit.
The abiding presence of God within
the life of every true belicver is a
constant assurance that cur hope is
rcal and everlasting. If He has
given us His ring, then He will give
us His all. #

Patrick Boynes preaches for the Eye
Church of Christ in Petershorough,
England.
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Do You
KNOW
| God
Exists?

Ed Allen

et me ask you a few ques-

tions 1 have been ferced to

ask myself these last fow
months, “How strong is your fun-
damecntal Bible knowledge? Do
you know God exists? If your friend, coworker, family member or your
neighbor asked you to prove God cxists, could you do it? Do you know the
Bible is God’s message to man? Or has your knowledge of these facts been
lorn at, worn away and eroded to the point where maybe the Bible is just a
‘good book’?”

Does God exist? How's that for question number one? A great ques-
tion. God most assuredly exists, and we should be able to prove it to any
and all who would ask us to do so! The Bible is His message te us and to all
mankind, and that js a proven fact that is indisputable hy any rational being,
Let me siop here and define what T mean by “ratienal”. By “rational” 1
mean semeone who has the ability to reason, A person may be rational and
still arrive at a wrong conclusion because of poor judgment or a lack of
information upon which to base one’s conclusion. However, when one can
arrive at a conclusion using logic and reason, that person is said to be “ratio-
nal”.

Now, does God exist? This is a question man has asked since our very
beginning, but it is a question onc can answer rationally. It was Descartes
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who said “I think, therefore [ am.” That is just a fancy way of saying “we
exist”. Man is here. Do you know anyone who believes that we do not
exist? We aren’t talking about God, yet just us. Rational people will admit
that they cxist. If we are, there must be something or someone that caused
us 1o be.

Consider Stonchenge. Stonchenge 1s a pile of rocks arranged in such a
way as to indicate inlelligent design. Have you ever heard anyone imply
that Stonehenge just happencd? That those rocks are where they are by
accident or chance? Nope. No rational person would ever suggest that pile
of rocks was placed there in that particular way by accident. Something as
simple as a pile of rocks can indicate 8 designer, a maker, a creator. Yet,
hetc we sit in our houses which we would never belicve could have just hap-
pened, reading this article under artificial light which could not have possi-
bly occurred by chance. taking advantage of two cyes und a brain that many
people would suggest we obtuained as sole recipients of the luckiest roll of
the cosmic dice ever. [t just happened, vou sce. Purc, dumb luck!

A house could never happen by chance, not in a million years. A car?
No way. Your cell phone? Please! But you, your eves, bruin, fungs, skin,
heart, etc. — these fantastic tools could have happened just by pure coinci-
dence, dumb luck, blind chance! “Your need for a God Who created you
makes you irrational,” our socicty says. “We can’t teach kids about God.
God 1s toe far-fetched. He’s preposterous! Instead, we’ll tell them we
‘evolved’ over million of years. * Yeah, that’s much more rational.

You think, therefore you are. 1f you are, then you were made. If you
were made, then there exists a maker. If you were created, then there exists
4 creator, If'y ou were designed, then there exists a designer. This rational
thought process is truc of your house, your car, your furniture, your clothes,
all of vour belongings — and it is truc of you. You exisi, therefore there is
One who caused vou to exist. Logical, reasonable, rational, sitple, and - -
ahove all else — ¢ruc!

In this article we did not use the Bible to prove a maker cxists. If you
have a friend who doesn’t believe in God, he certainly doesn’t believe God
wrote the Bible. Therefore, using the Bible to prove to your friend that God
exists is futile. But if your friend can use logic, He should have been able to
follow this inc of reasening to its logical end, and he should have conclud-
ed: There is a God! T

Ed Allen is a preacher of the Gospel.
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Insect Life:
Evidence of a Creator

Hugo McCord

A tiny, frail, land-bound mag- Another example among thou-
got, able only to wiggle, somehow  sands is the cicada, often called “the
transforms itself into a skiliful fly-  scventeen-year locust”. Cicadas
ing machine, complete with anten-  have various cycles, with the
nae, gyroscopes, and wings. The  longest being seventeen years.
pilot in thal remarkable airship, fly-  Almost exactly on May 24 ecach
ing faster than the eye can follow, seventeenth year these insects climb
executes 4 half-roll and lands upside  out of a seventeen-year period spent

down on the ceiling some 18 inches, below the frost

on six legs, From  line, underground. When they
there, without the  cmerge they are still encased 1n a
protective sub-
terranean suit
resembling
plastic. After
shedding the
transparent
suit, wings,
never before
used, but now

use of a runway, he can iake off ready for a new life, are
instantly. Helpless scientists can no  dried in the breeze.
more explain the change from larva After mating, the female,

to pupa to adult than they can  cquipped with a sharp blade, cuts
explain the fly’s aeronautical abili-  under the bark of a twig, deposits
ty. When they spcak of inborn  her eggs, and then cuts the twig
“blueprints” or of “instructions [rom  three-fourths through. As a result,
the DNA™, or “the DNA codc the twig dies, falls to the ground,
scripl” they are saying they have  and carries the eggs to the soil.
gone as far as they can, and have no  Then the eggs hatch, and the larvae
answer withoul using the name  dig mto the ground.

*“God", The aduits live only about three
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weeks, and never sce their offypring.
What makes them operate so? Their
defense from being caten by birds is
an unbcarable noise, equivalent 1o
that of “a pncumatic hammer or a
subway train screeching to a halt in
an underground statjon.” The intense
neise damages cardrums, driving
away birds and all other animal life.
But somc source gave the cicada a
tiny muscle which automatically col-
lapses his eardrum just belore he
“sounds off”, Scientists know how
the muscle operates, but ihey do not
know how it could have “evolved™ in
one springtime Lo allow one genera-
tion of cicadas to matc and to pre-
scrve the species, nor can they
explain the inborn seventeen-year
almanac which the cicada carries
with him underground. T

Hugo McCord, now deceased, was a faithful preacher of the Gospel teacher at
Oklahoma Christian University, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, USA.

b CaTree, et
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e s eop?

Steven Marias

While reading a magazine, T
came across a “true or lalse” quiz.
Question aumber 4 was this state-
ment: “Human beings devcloped
from carlier specics.”

The answer to thal guestion
being on page 20, I quickly flipped
through the magazine, curious of
finding a proven answer this time,
but the answer read as follows:
“True. [t is broadly assumed by sci-
eniists that the human line of evolu-
tien spiil [rom apes around five mil-
lions years ago and the medern human
cmerged around 100,000 years ago.”

Afas. Herc T am, ending up

25

with an assumption which is not
only too abstract for a common
mind to conceive, bul it is also one
which is lacking f{inality, offering
no hope alicr the material existence.
You could see in it much of the
tencts of Epicurianistn, 4 philosophy
which had its roots back between
the fourth and the third centuries
B.C. The cosmaology of
Epicureanism is similar to that of
modern materialistic evelution. The
latter’s “Big Bang” theory brings to
mind the teaching of the former that
the world began in a shower of
atoms, some of which by pure
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chance, moved a trifle obliquely and
collided with others, whereby these
collisions produced ather collisions,
until finally the ensuing movement
brought into being the present uni-
verse. It is evident that in such a
world of chance there could be nei-
ther purposc nor design. There
could not be, therefore, any final or
absolute good. The highest possible
good, they taught, was pleasure.

And just as Epicureanism was
quite popular then, s¢ is evolulion
today. It appeals to emotional con-
siderations, for it supplies a philo-
sophic justification for doing what
most people do anyway — make
pleasure the chief goal of life. 1t
brushes aside all theught of sin or
accountability at a final judgment,
beeause it predicts neither purpose
nor terminus for the present world
process. Evolution is essentially
anti-religious. If the world originat-
ed with matter and chance, no cre-
ative power wasg necessary., If
chance dominates the outcome of
cosmic affairs, there is no room for
directive, purposeiul mind.

It 15 evident that evolutionism
has drifted to a point of no return, in
that it bas created for itself a power-
ful economic enterprise for its
adherents. But, strictly spesking,
wherc is their ultimate hope in cter-
nity? They have none.

On the other hand, the hope of
the Christian is unique! “The Word
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became flesh and dwelt among us... "
(John 1:14Y; “...nor is there salva-
tion in any other...” (Acts 4:12).
“These things have been wriiten to
us that we may know we have eternal
life...” (1 John 5:13), and “F am the
resurrection and the fife. He who
believes in me, though he may die,
he shall tive” (John 11:235),

The amazing thing is that the
door to salvation is open to every-
onc at all times: to believe, to
repent, to confess Christ, and to be
baptized — and it is so, even to evo-
lutionists!

Sa we necd to soak our minds
with the fact that evolution is a phi-
losophy, only a theory, and, in any
case, philosophy never depended
upon a revelation from God. It has
always assumed Lhe potential ade-
quacy of man to understand his own
wotld and to decide his own fate.

But what about Christianity?
“Knowing this first, that vo prophesy
of scripture is of any private infer-
pretation, for prophesy never came
by the will of man, hut holy men of
God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 20,21).

“Truly, this only I have found:
that God made man upright, but
they have sought many schemes”
(Ecclesiastes 7:29; see also Genesis
1:27; 3:6,7). i

Steven Marias is a member of the
church of Christ at Arusha, Tanzania,
East Africa.



missing informa-
tion from the
book of Acts,
chapter Twenty-
three, NKJV.

1. What did Paul declare to the council of the
Jews? (V. 1).

2. What did the high priest command those who
stood by to do to Paul? (V. 2).

3. When Paul realized that some on the council
were Pharisees and some Saducees, what did he
say? {V.8).
4. A dispute followed, and then the Pharisees said
what? (Vs.7-9).
5. The dissension was 80 great between the two groups that the
Roman commander was afraid of what? (V. 10).

6. The Lord said, “Be of good cheer, FPaul; for as you have
for me in , 50 you must also in
"(V. 11).
7. Some Jews bound themselves under an oath to do what? (V. 12}.
8. What did they ask the chief priests to do, to aid their plot? {V. 15).
9. Who heard of the plot? {V. 16}.

10. What did Paul do when he heard of the piot? Did he work a miracie
to get himself out of danger? (V. 17).

11. When the commander heard of the plot, what did he do? (V. 22).

12. For Paul's protection, what kind of guard did the commander
assemble? (V. 23).

13. What further instructions were given? (Vs. 23,24).
14. What did Claudius Lysias send along with Paul? (Vs, 26-30).
15. What did Felix tell Paul? (V. 35).

16. All of these events demonstrate how God providentially answers
. See Romans 15:30-32 for corroboration, where Paul

asked the Homan Christians to pray that he would be delivered from

those in Judea who did not beligve in Christ.

[See inside of back caver for answers.]
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Can We Understand the

Bible Alike?

R. C. Spears

The above heading is a mis-
nomer. Iiis impossible for two peo-
ple to understand anything and not
understand it alike. We understand
fucts alike; we understand com-
mands alike. It is possible to mis-
understand a facl or a command,
but our differences arise {rom our
misunderstanding and not from
our understanding!

There 15 a divine and inspired
rule running all through the Bible
that should be our guide in matters
of religioun. Tn Deuteronomy 29:29
we rcad, “The secret things belong
unlo the Lord our God; bui those
things which are revealed belong
unte us and to our children forever,
that we may do all the words of this
law.” Secret things belong o God;
revealed things belong to us. Too
many want to pry into the secret
things, or to speak where the Bible
does not speak, while they may have
very little interest in the plainly
revealed truths in God’s word. Such
15 the perversity of human nture.

In 2 Timothy 4:1,2 we read
where Paul charged Timothy to
preach the Word. Timothy was not
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at liberty to speculate on the Word of
God, but to preach il. We are not to
preach our opinions, but the Word.
We need to spend more time preach-
ing the Word and not so much time
preaching about the Word. “If any
man speak, fet him speak as the ora-
cles of God " {1 Peler 4:11),

All religious people arc willing
to wear the name “Christian”. We
do not divide over this name, We
understand this name alike. Where
docs the division arise? It comes
from introducing religious ideas for-
cign to, and unknown to, the Bible.

Heaven belongs to the Lord
Jesus Christ, and all who get there
will have done things in this life His
way, and not their own. In John
12:48, Jesus sald, “"He who refecis
Me, and does not receive My words,
hay that which judges him — the
word that T have spoken will judge
him in the last duv. For T have not
spoken on My own authority; but
the Father who sent Me gave Me a
command, what I should say and
what [ should speatk. )

R. C. Spears is a Christian living in
Lawrenceburg, Kentucky, USA.



THE WORD OF GOD

Are You a Berean?

Rod Kyle

The Bereans were noble truth
seekers. Acts 17:11 records...
“They received the Word with
eugerness, examining the Scripiure
daily, to see whether these things
were s0.” The apostle Paul com-
manded the Thessalonjans to
“prove all things " (1 Thessalonians
5:21). Can you prove your religion
by God’s Word, the Bible? To help
you, I have suggested the following
areas of investigation.

Your church’s creed. Isita
document authored by an uninspired
man or is it the Bible, writlen by the
Holy Spirit (Matthew 15:9; 2 Peter
1:21¥?7 In other words, is Christ
your creed (1 Corinthians 3:1, Acts
4:12)?

Your rule of faith. [s it your
church’s creedal statements, your
opinions, some sort of consensus
arrangement within your group, or
the Word of Christ — Romans
10:17? Called the law of liberty in
James 1:25, the Bible alone is the
complete and sufficient guide (2
Peter 1:3; 2 Timothy 1:5-17) which
we cannot add to or take from
{Revelation 22:18,19).

Your church government,
Does it comply with the New
Testament pattern for the church, or
exhibit the innovations and ecclesi-
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astical structures of prominent reli-
gious groups? Only Christ is the
head of His church (Colossians
1:18). Each autonomous congrega-
tion under ITim is to be governcd by
bishops selected [rom amongst the
members of that congregation (Acts
14:23; Titus 1:5). The deacons,
evangelists, and members within the
local church all serve under their
oversight (Hebrews 13:17). Any
religious organization that departs
from this pattern has departed from
the Word of God (1 Corinthians
4:6,17).

Your law of pardon. Souls
were saved from sin in New Tes-
tament times through God’s law of
pardon. It was the same for all
(Romans 2:11). Al had fo believe
in Jesus as their Savior (John 8:24),
repent of sins (Acts 3:19), confess
faith in Jesus (Acts 8:37), and be
immersed in water for the removal
of their sins (Acts 2:38). Then, and
only then, did Jesus add them to
His chureh (Acts 2:41,47). How
docs this compare with what you are
accustomed to sceing and hearing?
Are you willing to be a Berean and
scarch God’s Word for vourself? ¥

Rod Kyle preaches the Gospel in New
Zealand.
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uch of the confusion in the religious world today has resulted from
the fact that many (if not most) religious grouvps and their leaders

claim dircct present-day revelation from God. Tn contradiciion
and contrast to this claim, the New Testament of Christ claims 1o be God’s
full, complete, authoritative, and final revelation from God.

Gad gave His word to Christ: “For {
have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, he gave me a
commandment, what I should say,
and what | should speak” {John
12:49). ;

Christ
gave this
Word to the
apostles:  “T have
giver them thy word”™ (John
17:8, 14, 17, 20, 21).

The apostles could,
through their hands, impart
miraculous powers and spiri-
tual gifts, one of which was
the gift of prophecy. This gift
enabled the one posscssing it to
speak and write by inspiration of ]
God (Acts 8:14-18; Romans 1:11; 1
Corinthjans 12:8-10). :

The New Testament, the
Gospel of Christ, was revealed
through the apostles and prophets: -

Is There Présen’r-.Dag
Revelation From God?

Randy Kea
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“How that by revelation was made
kviown unto me the mystery...which
in other generations was not made
known wilo the sons of men, as it
hath now been revealed unto his
hely apostles and prophets in the
Spirit” (Ephcsians 3:3-5).

In addition, please note the fol-
lowing verses and the important
affirmations found therein:

“llowbeit when he, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide
you into all truth: for he shall
not speak of himself: but what
he shall kear, that shall he
speak: and he will show you
things to come” (John 16:13),

“I marvel that ve are so soon
removed from him rhat called
you into the grace of Cheist unto
anather gospel: which is not
another; but there be some that
trouble you and would pervert
the gospel of Christ. Bur though
we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be
accursed. ds we said before, so
sav I now again, if any man
preach any other gospel unto
you than that we have received,
let him be gecursed” (Galatians
1: 6-9).

“Beloved, when I guve all
diligence to write unto you of the
commaon salvation, it was need-

31

Jul for me to write urtto you, and
exhort you that yve should
earnestly contend for the faith
which was once and for all
delivered unto the saints” (Jude
JASV).

These irrefutable conclusions

follow:

I

If lesus was right about “afi
truth” being given to His first-
century apostles, then any claim
for present-day revelation from
God i a delusion or a bold
untruth. (Paul warned of such
claims in 2 Thessalonians 2:10-
12).

If Jesus was wrong, then He is
not the Son of God and is
unworthy of our worship and
service. Of course, it is our
Lord who is right and not some
so-called “television evange-
list™ who every five minutes
claims that the Holy Spirit is
revealing something to him.

It “the faith” (the Gospel) was
“once and for all delivered” in
the first century, then there is
nothing to be delivered today.
Paul pronounces a “double
curse” upon anyone who would
preach something other than the
first-century New Testament
gospel that he preached. False
prophets beware! ¥

Randy Kea is the preacher for the
Lord’s church in Forest Park, Georgla,
USA.
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Reading
7 through the

New Testament,

one repeatedly
cOMEs across warnings \
that the Christian must
be on guard, lest he fall.
Check out the Seven
Churches of Asia, in
Revelation 2,3. Note £
John’s warnings in 1
John 1:7-10,2 A
John 8-11.
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The Right To Life

Bill Nicks
More than 40 million babies ulation of Canada and has been
have been killed in the United States  called the “American Holocaust™. Tt
since the 1973 Supreme Court deci- 15 more than four times the number
sion known as “Roe vs. Wadce”.  of Jews killed during the Holocanst
This number is greater than the pop-  perpetrated by Adelf Hitler.

baby named Samuel Alexander Armas, undergeing surgery by Dr.
Joseph Bruner, to correct spina bifida. is the tiny hand human?
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Should we not all be shocked at
the implication of Roe vs. Wade,
which holds that unbom babjes are
things and not persons? This is
more than a political question, for it
violates the view which all Chris-
tians hold, namely, that life is
sacred. When we accept the sancti-
ty of life, we state that our morals
are based on tcachings found in the
Bible and are theistic values, not
evoluticnary, or atheistic,

The glaring error behind “abor-
tion™ — murder, in a less-offensive
word — 1s the belief thal a baby is a
mere glob of tissucs. But this is not
truc. We cannot kill a human baby
like we kill fish, cows, or other ani-
mals. Thc Bible opposcs abortion,
becausc we have a Crealor {Genesis
2:18-23) who teaches us to respect
lite. “Whoever sheds man’s bleod,
by man his binod shall be shed; for
in the image of God He made man”
{Genesis 9:6). “You sholl not mur-
der” {Deuteronomy 5:17).

The same word {brephos), used
in Luke 1:41,44 to refer to a baby in
the womb — John) — who “leaped
Jor jov' (a “thing” could not “leap
for joy™), is also used for a baby
outside the womb —- Jesus (Luke
2:12). To avoid the charge of
killing a human being, those who
believe in abortion usually refer to
the thing killed as a “fetus”, and not
a baby. Because they have pro-
nounced it to be a mere glob of tis-
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sues, it is acceptable 1o take the life
of a baby, as they would kill an ani-
mal or a chicken or lish for human
consumption.

Christians hold to the sanctity
of life. The word “sanctify” comes
from “hagios™ and its derivatives
and means holy, saint, or sanctilied.
This is the spiritual word which rep-
resents the theistic ethics found in
the Bible. Wc¢ are to regard human
life as something different from the
animal world. This is why we can-
not murder a human being.

We arc told that we are a “holy
priesthood and a holy nation ™ if we
arc Christians {1 Peter 2:5.9), and
we are Lo regard all others as sacred
lives. God hates “hands that shed
innocent blood” {(Proverbs 6:17).
When [srael “mingled with the
Gentiles and learned thely works...
they even sacrificed their sons and
their daughters to demons, and shed
mmnocent blood, the blood of their
sons and daughters..and the land
was polluted with blood. Thus they
were defiled by their own works™
{Psalm 106;35-39).

Can we stand by without lifting
our hands in proiest Lo this shedding
of innocent bleod? Does not the
bloed of couatless innocent babies
cry out to God, as did the blood of
Abel (Genesis 4:10)? Nl

Bill Nicks is a former missionary to
Africa and Trinidad and now lives in
Hobe Sound, Florida, USA.
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Traditions:
Good or Bad?

Jimmy Jividen

To one person, religious tradi-
tions stimulate warm secure feel-
ings. They are cherished, time-hon-
ored customs and a part of his reli-
gious heritage. He can sing with
reverence: “Faith of our fathers,
holy faith! We will be true to thee
till death!™

To another person traditions
bind religious beliefs and practices
no longer rclevant in our time.
They are despised and should be
discarded.

How should we regard tradi-
tions? Can we scparate the good
from the bad? The Scriptures speak
of both kinds.

The religious traditions of men
are bad. They do not come from
God and must not be bound upen
men. Jesus said that such traditions
“invalidate the word of God”
(Matthew 15:6).

Anything bound as religious
law, or anything practiced as rcli-
gious ritual that does not comce from
the authority of Christ In the
Scriptures should be regarded as a
tradition of men, Christ does nol
sanction it, and His church must nol
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bind it as law. These traditions of
convenience or opinion would
include whether ¢r not to have
church buildings, whether Lo usc
song books or to sing from hymns
projected to a screen, whether to
stand during prayer or to sil or
kneel, and other such practices that
can change with the times and cir-
cumstances.

On the other hand, religious tra-
ditions coming from apostolic
authority are good. They come
from God and are binding on men,
These traditions are revealed in
Scripture and cxemplified by the
apostles (2 Thessalonians 3:6,7},
Paul encouraged Christians to...
“stand firm and hold to the tradi-
tions which you were taught,
whether by word of mouth or by let-
ter from us "' (2 Thessalonians 2:15).

1t is by thesc apostolic tradi-
tions that we know how 1o obey,
worship, and serve God. We in the
21st century who desire to follow
Jesus should examine our traditions
to sce il they are from God or man.¥

Jimmy Jividen is a writer and preach-
er living in Abilene, Texas, USA.
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Repen'l'anCe and Confession

Frank Chesser

Repentance is incorporated as
an integral part of the “fow of faith ™
{(Romans 3:27). Man’s choice is
“repent or perish” (Luke 13:3).
Repentance is “for the remission of
sins " (Acts 2:38). Repentance liter-
ally means a “change of mind”
(Matthew 21:28,29), and it always
leads to a change of life. John said,
“Bring forth fruit meet for repen-
tance” (Matthew 3:8). Jesus said
the Ninevites “repented at the
preaching of Jonah ™ {Luke 11:32).
Their penitence bore fruit, for “they
turned from their evil way” (Jonah
3:10).

Confessing Jesus as God’s son
is an essential act of Gospcl obedi-
ence. Paul said, “with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation™
(Romans 10:10), Prior 1o his bap-
tism, the eunuch confesscd, “7 be-
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God” {Acts 8:37). Regarding Jesus,
the “chief rulers also believed on
him,” however, their [aith was not
an obedient faith because “they did
rot confess him” (John 12:42).

Obviously, repentance and con-
fession involve human cffort. In
these actions of faith man is doing
something. He is working. James
said, “f will show thee my fuith by
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my works” {Jamcs 2:18). The
Ninevitcs expressed their faith in
works of penitence, thus God “saw
their works ™ (Jonah 3:10).

Clearly, repentance and confes-
sion are works, but what kind of
works? Are they works of merit that
nullify grace and make God a
debtor (Romans 4:4)? Do they
belong to the “law of works ™ {Ro-
mans 3:27) that substitutes seff for
God as the object of trust and leads
to boasting (Ephcsians 2:9} and self-
righteousness (Luke 18:9-12)? God
forbid! They are werks of faith
that belong to the “faw of faith”
(Romans 3:27), in coaperation with
divine grace. Repentance and con-
fession constitute faith at work,
faith appealing to God for salvation
ihrough grace and blood.

Repentance and conlession are
inherent actions in the “obedience
of faith.” The trust of this obedient
faith is not in these specific actions
of faith. The sole object of trust is
God and God alone. In the obedi-
ence of faith, man appropriates the
provisions of grace to his undeserv-
ing soul. T

Frank Chesser is the preacher for the
Panama Street congregation in
Montgomery, Alabama, USA.
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Should We
Follow
the Laws of
Moses
or the
Commands of =5 .
Christ7 egarding the question in the title
* of this article, many of my WBS
ROV C. Watson World Bible School) students
answer that they will follow both
7 Moses and Christ. But, may we look
at what God said about the subject?
His answer is found 1 a short story
in the book of Matthew. Many
Bibles head i1 “The Transfiguration™.
The story tollows:

“After six davs Jesus took with
him Peter, James and John the broth-
er of James, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves. There he
was transfigured before them. His
fuce shone like the sun, and his
clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.

Peter said to Jesus, 'Lord, it iv good for uy to be here. If you wish, T
will put up three shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’

While he way still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice
Jrom the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him [ am well
pleased. Listen to him!'

When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified
But Jesus came and touched them. ‘Get up,” he said. ‘Don’t be afraid.’
When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus ™ (Matthew 17:1-6).
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God said, “Listen to him.” “Him” is his beloved Son, Jesus. So God
told people in a most forceful way to listen to Jesus! Why would He plainly
instruct the disciples to listen to Jesus, as opposed to Moses or Elijah?
Christ answered that question very positively in a paragraph of seripture that
is headed “The Great Commission™ in many Bibles:

“Then the eleven divciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus
had told them to go. When they saw him, they worsfiipped him; but some
donbted. Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Futher and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey evervthing I huve commanded you. And
surely T will be with vou abways, to the very end of the age.”” (Matthew
28:16-20).

To whom do we listen n life? We listen to those in authority. For
instance, as children to parents, then later to tcachers, and vet later in life we
listen to the police and governing authoritics. IMowever, in regard to our
lives, belore God, to whom are we to listen? Jesus said in the quote above,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 1 Christ has
becn given all authority, how much is lefl for Moses? None. We are to lis-
ten to Jesus Christ alone.

Christ declared, “There is a judge for the person that refuses fo believe
in me and does not accept what [ say. The message I have taught will judge
that person on the last day” (John 12:48). At the judgment we will rot be
judged by the message of Moses. We arc to be judged by the message of
Christ. He is the One in authority. Therefore, we should listen to and fol-

low the commands of Christ, i
COMPARISON
MOSES CHRIST
1) Human 1) Divine
2) Sm}mﬁ:d ‘ 2) Sinless
3} Animals Sacrificed 3) Himself Sacrificed
4) Brought Law 4) Brought Grace
53 Servant over God’s House 5) Son over God's House
6) Moses needed a Savior 6) Christ is Savier

Roy C. Watson is a Christian living in Jackson, Mississippi, USA, and working
with World Bible School students,
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dle Js the Savior
Loy Mitchell

“For the husband is the head of Christ, the Son of God, 18 the
the wife as Christ is the head of the  Savior, or deliverer. Tl is the one
church, His body, of which e is the  who can redeem men [rom sin. He
Savior” (Ephesians 5:23). paid the price which made salvation
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possible for all people. Without
Christ, man would have no hope of
being delivered from the bondage of
Satan.

Most of those who claim to
believe in Christ will state that they
telicve Jesus Christ is the Savior,
They will usually tcach that one
must believe in Jesus in order to be
saved. However, too many fail to
see what the Word of God teaches
about what or whom Jesus saves.
So many fail to see the connection
between the church and the Savior.

promise of your being saved. Some
say: “Jesus our Savior we need, bui
the church we need not.” Such
statements simply are not true.  The
church cost Jesus His blood. That
was the purchase price. “Be shep-
herds of the church of God, which
he bought with His own hlood"”
(Acis 20:28b).

Can a man be saved aparl from
the precious blood of Jesus? No, he
cannot. Rcad Ephesians 1:7: “In
Him we have redemption through
His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in

And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the full-

ness of Him who fills all in aill (Ephesians 1:22,23).

Look again at God’'s word.
Christ is said to be not only the
head ol the church, which is His
body, but He is the Savier of His
body, which is the church! How
could Paul be plainer? Jesus Christ
saves the body, which is His church.
Is there any promise in the Word
that He will save something other
than His bady? No! Tlc did nei
prowmise to save the church of Jones,
Smith, or Mitchell. Hc is the Savior
of His church.

This ought to destroy the doc-
trine that the church is not neces-
sary. My [(riends and brethren,
unless you are a part of the body of
Christ, the chureh, there is no
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accordance with the riches of God’s
grace.”” That blood which removes
sin is the same blood which paid for
the church. Unless T am a part of
that body which was purchased by
the blood of Christ, 1 have no hope
of being saved.

When men and women comply
with the terms of pardon laid down
by God in ITis Word, they are saved
(Acts 2:38). They arc added by the
Lord to His church, which is His
body (Acts 2:47). Are you a part ol
His body? 1f not, obey Him today
se that He will be your Savior!

Loy Mitchell, missionary to Zimbabwe,
now sponsored by the West
Dyersburg Church of Christ in
Dyersburg, Tennessee, USA.
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“Then 1 heard a voice from
heaven saving to me write: Blessed
ure the dead whe die in the Lord
from now on. Yes, says the Spiril,
that they may rest from their labors,
and their works follow them”
{Revelation 14:13).

Jesus never has greater appeal
to a soul than e does on that per-
son’s deathbed.
atheists who renounced their athe-
ism on their deathbed, but I have
never heard of Christians renounc-
ing their Christianity on their
deathbed. Tf, at the time of death,
we regret anything having to do

1 have heard of

with Christ, it will be that we [¢l)
short of what we could have been
and should have been. Our regret
will never be that we loved God too
much or that we invested too much
time, effort and money into our
Christian walk.

“Rest from vour labors” 18 the
blessed message we will hear. The
Lord must have had older Christians
in mind. The young know nothing
ol the struggle of older folks to keep
body, mind, and soul rogether. Not
only rest, but also rccognition will
be involved — “Their works follow
them.” Somebody knows and
acknowledges all that has

been done for His name and
in ITis service.

There are only two places
to die - - in the Lord, or out
of the Lord, Those who die
in the Lord are blessed.
Those who die out of the
Lord are cursed. The only
petgon who can die in the
Lord is the person who lives
in the Lord.

“For as many of us as
were buaptized into Christ
have put oan  Christ”
{Galatans 3:27), “Be fuithful
unto death, and T will give
vou a crown aof life”
(Revelation 2:10). T

Jack Harriman is a gospel
preacher living in Fayetteville,
Arkansas, USA.




SALVATION

Mankind seems inclined to be  in proper aligninent. But casy ways
interested in the easy ways of life, can be problematic and deceitful.
and petrhaps there is no particular  They can sometimes cause us to miss
harm in this il we keep our priorities  some of the most important lessons
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in life and eventually to migs heaven
with all its beautics. Adjustments to
difficult chalienges in life are not
¢asy, so people often miss the best
by settling for the casiest,
Heaven Can Easily Be Missed

What wil! it mean to miss heav-
en? Tt will mean missing eternity
with God, Christ, the Tloly Spirit,
and the holy angels {Johp 14:3;
12:26); il will mean missing the
eternal rest for which all mankind
sighs (Revelation 14:13), and the
New Jerusalem with all its beauties
{Revelation 21:1-7). [t will also
mcan we will spend eternity with
the Devil and his angels in torment
(Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10;
Mark 9:48), with all the evil people
of all time (Revelation 21:8). Jesus
warned that traveling the broad way
is easy in contrast to the strait (dilli-
cult) way (Matthew 7:13,14).

What are some ecasy ways to
miss heaven?

Infidelity

[nfidelity or unbeliet is one
easy way to miss heaven. The
writer of Hebrews refers to “the sin

which doth so easily beset us”™

{Hebrews 12:1,2). What is this sin?
The context indicates that it is the
sin ol unbelicf. The writer had
warned throughout the book against
infidelity (3:12), which was the
besetling sin of [srael.

When one docs not study the
Biblc and seriously consider the evi-
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dences supporting faith in God and
in the Bible, a weak faith, and then
a lack of faith, becomes easy
(Romans 10:17). It requires mental
effort to study the Bible and to
weigh evidence, 0 many choose the
casy way of unbelief, or faith with-
oul conviction.
Tndulgence

Paul, by inspiration, said that
Christians are not to conform to the
world (Romans 12:1.2), which is
another easy way to miss heaven. I
is s0 casy (0 be a conformist and to
travel the road of indulgence by
yielding to peer pressure, succumb-
ing to the pleasures and enticements
of the sinful world, being caught in
the pull of the under-current of
worldliness. As one secks for sacial
acceplance, it is easy to travel this
road.

There arc frequent warnings in
the New Testament against this way
{see 1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4). It
requires no courage or character to
go this route. Christ enjoins
Christians to be good influences
{(Matthew 5:13-16), and if they [ail,
they are traveling the broad (casy)
way Lhat leads Lo eternal destruction
(Maltthew 7:13,14).

Indifference

Another easy way is suggested
in the judgment Christ pronounced
on the c¢hurch at Laodicea
(Revelation 3:14-17). They werc
lukewarm, which made the Lord
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sick. Tl is easy Lo travel the road of
mdifference.  Jesus wamnced against
the futility of doing such (see
Matthew 7:21-23). In this passage
He portrayed souls arguing with
Him at the judgment as being hon-
est and sincere, but too indifferent
to search for the right way.

1t requires effort to study and to
learn the saving truth as distin-
guished from damnable crror; to
make God-approved choices, etc.,
80 men excuse themseclves from the
responsibility and appease their
consciences. But they necd 1o
remember where this way leads.

Inactivity

In the leiter to the church at
Sardis, another easy road is suggoest-
ed by Christ (see Revelation 3:1-4).
Those Christians had a name that
they lived, but the Lord said that
they were dead spiritually. This
suggests inactivity — they were no!
doing anything in the kingdom!
This is the next step after indiffer-
ence, of which the church at
Laodicea was guilty.

It is easy to salve the con-
science with cxcuses for ourscives,
to coast along in our spiritual Hves,
and not complete the course to win
the crown of life. It is easier to
relax at home than to excrl the ener-
gy to serve, but we need to think of
the eternal destiny of this course of
spiritual inactivity in life (read
Matthew 25:41-46).
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Intentions

Another easy way to miss heav-
en is suggested by the writer of
Hebrews when he said, “How shall
we escape if we neglect so grear a
salvation?” (Hcebrews 2:1-3).
Neglect is a serious thing and often
suggests intentions of doing good.
People think that because their
thoughts are good and they intend to
do certain things, they are all right.
Hence, with appeasced minds they
postpenc service to God. Knowing
and intending 1o do the right thing is
not enongh (James 4:17). It has
been said that the way to cternal
destruction is paved with good
intentions, Mankind’s greatest and
most tragic spiritual danger is the
simple nothingness of neglected
intentions to do good. (Matthew
7:21-24).

Conclusion: Although these
ways scem easy, they become diffa-
cult when the consequences are
realized. Missing heaven will be
the greatest tragedy that could hap-
pen t¢ any of us.  On the other
hand, putting all our elfort into
gaining heaven will mean eternat
life with God and the reunion with
our redcemed loved oncs. EBvery-
thing! Just a knowledge of the
rewards makes the way to heaven
casy. K}

W. Douglass Harris, now deceased,
was a faithful Gospel preacher
throughout his life.
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The story of the conversion of
Saul of Tarsus is one of the most
exciting accounts in the New
Testament, and certainly it speaks
of one of the greatest events in the
history of Christianity.

Saul’s lile (soon after he is
called Paul, the Greek or Gentile
(orm ol the great Jewish name Saul)
had a storied background. He was a
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“Hebrew of Hebrews”, a thorough-
bred, onc who could trace his lin-
cage all of the way back to
Abraham. His hometown of Tarsus
was an important Roman city. He
grew up in Jerusalem at the feet of
Gamaliel, one of the foremost
teachers of the Law of Moses.

Paul was a Roman citizen by
birth. This rarc privilege could be
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gained either by some great act of
heroism, by paying a very large sum
of money, or by being born to
parcntage who had Roman citizen-
ship. Paul was one of the foremost
yvoung Jews at the time of Christ’s
death. He lcd in persecuting the
early church. He was in charge of
the stoning of Stephen, the first
Christian martyr. Years later he told
King Agrippa, “f thought | must do

many things contrary to the name of

Jesus of Nazareth " {Acts 26:9),

When Paul got authority from
the high priest at Jerusalem to go lo
Damascus and persecute Christians,
the Lord appeared to him on the
way (1 Corinthians 9:1; 15:8; Acts
9:17). Saul knew that be nceded to
do something to straighten up his
life, and he asked what Christ would
have him to do. The Lord told him
to go to the city and there it would
be told him what he must do,

It is well to note that God did
not directly tell people what to do
to be converted. In the case of
Corneliug, the first Gentile convert,
Peter went to Caesarea to teach him
the Gospel. In the case of Saul,
God sent a disciple named Ananias.
In cvery case of conversion in the
book of Acts, faith came by hearing,
and hearing by the Word of God,
through a human messenger (Ro-
mans 10:10-17).

Ananias taught Paul the Gospel
and commanded him 1o arise and be
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baptized, and wash away his sins,
calling on the namc of the Lord
(Acts 22:16). During the three days
that Paul waited for Ananiay’
appearance, he fasted and prayed
and was told by the Lord thal he
must suffer many things for the sake
of the Gospel (Acts 9:15,16).

The rest of Paul's life story 1s a
glorious expression of devotion to
God and of unthinkable suffering for
the faith that he preached and lived
by. The Lord did not promise Paul a
“rose garden™ in this life. e took
on the religion of Jesus knowing that
it would cost him dearly and bring
much suflering into his life,

So many times peoplc look at
Christianity, thinking only of what
they can get out of it. Paul ap-
proached it knowing that it would
cost him dearly, and he pourcd his
life into it. He was willing to pay
the price, and his example should
inspire every Christian 1o bear the
cross of Jesus joyfully, knowing
what He has done for us. The Lord
told Paul that he would suffer, and
he was willing te lose all earthly
things that he might gain Christ.
Everything else was of secondary
importance. That’s what the Lord
told Saul, and this is what He tells
all of us (Matthew 6:33), i3

QOwen Cosgrove is involved in printed
evangelism in many couniries and
preaches for the Northside congrega-
tion in Waxahachie, Texas, USA.



&o then, my beloved brethren,
let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath;
for the wrath of man
does not produce the righteousness of <God.
Fherefore lay aside all filthiness
and overflow of wickedness,
and receive with meekness the implanted word,
which is ahle to save your souls.
dBut be doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

\\ﬂew do you measure up?

A, For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer,
i he is like a man
observing his natural face in a mirror;

for be cbserves himself,
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Church members need to be

close to church members. Anyiime
a Christian creales a distance
between himself and the church, he
is under a greater threat of falling
away [rom the faith. Some folks
prefer to not be too involved with
the work of the church, choosing
rather to fall somewhere between
“visitors” and “imembers”. They
come on Sunday mornings to wor-
ship God, which is good in itself,
but have little or no other intcrac-
non with the other Christians in the
church for the resi of the week.
Take a valuable history lesson:
When the great nation of Israel
prepared to cross Jordan and take

Canaan away from the encmies of
Gad, and ithus be blessed, two ol the
twelve tribes stalled.

“Now the children of Reuben
and the children of Gad had a very
greaf multitude of cattle: and when
they scw the land. . that, behold, the
place was u place for cattle; The
children of Gad and the children of
Reuben came and spake unto
Moses, and fo Eleazar the priest,
and unio the princes of the congre-
gation, saying, the country which
the LORD smote before the congre-
cation of Israel, is a land for cattle,
and thy servants have cattle:
Wherefore, said they, if we have
found grace in thy sight, let this
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land be given unto thy servants for a
possession, and bring us not over
Jordan " (Numbers 32:1-3).

The request regarding cattle
sounded rcasonable, as do most
arguments which exeuse compro-
mise, but it was compromise none
the less. Their reai loyalty should
have been to God’s people.

In other words, they said, “We
like it here in the suburbs of
Canaan. You all go in and fight all
the battles of Canaan, and we’ll just
be content to build our houses
here,” Moscs said, “No Way! Shall
your brethren go up and fight while
you sit here in comfort? Neo. You
come fight the hatiles ol Canaan,
and then if you choose, you may
come live here in the suburbs of
God’s Canaan land.”

And so they did. Weren’t they
like some Christians loday who are
half-hearted in their lovalty to the
Lord’s church?

Let’s look at another scene,
afler many years have passed.
Israel has had times of great faith
and obedience, but many more of
tdolatry and  disebedience.
Ultimately, a divided Israel would
fall into the hands ol the idolatrous
cnemics, Assyria and Babylon,
becausc of iheir worldliness in bow-
ing to the gods of the heathen. That
fact is widely known. But T want
you to sce something clse. Which
tribes in Israel went down first? We
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se¢ in | Chronicles 5:25,26 that it
was Reubien and Gad:

“And they transgressed against
the God of their fathers, and went a
whoring after the gody of the people
of the land, whom God destroyed
hefore them. And the God of Isruel
stirred up the spirit of Pul king of
Assyria, and the spirit of
Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria, and
he carried them away, even the
Reubenites, und the Gadites, and
the half tribe of Manasseh, and
brought them unto Halah, and
Habor, and Hara, und to the river
Gozan, unto this day.”

As history progressced, 1t
appears that they bowed first to the
gods of the nearby peoples; and
now they are the first to go into cap-
iivity. Half-heartedness in the unit-
ed work of God's people always
seems an easy way to be religious,
but it costs, not pays.

The solution is to grow out of
it! Never be satisfied with kecping
your distance from the activitics of
the Lord’s church. Attend all the
services of the church. Find a good
work you can enjoy doing, and get
al it. Take advantage of opportuni-
ties to be arcund other Christians.

Be close, stay close, and let’s
help each other go to heaven. i}

Glenn Colley preaches for the West
Huntsville Church of Christ in
Huntsvilie, Alabama, USA.



THE CHURCH

What Effeci Do 1 Have
on My Brethren?

Maxie B. Boren

A question which every
Christian nceds to ask himself 1s,
“What effect do T have on my
brethren?”™ This is an important
inquiry for each of us Lo make,
because the Bible has a great deal to
say concerning individual responsi-
bility in the matter.

For an example: a harsh, judg-
mental atlitude toward others over
inconsequential matters can be a
causative factor of someene stum-
bling and falling, spiritually.
Therefore, the apostle Paul urged
Christians net to put a stumbling
block or an occasion of falling in a
brother’s way (read Romans 14:13).
Further, he instructed that Christians
refrain from anything that would
cause a brother 1o stumble (verse
21). Jesus declared, “Woe unto the
world because of its stumbling
blocks! For it is inevitable thar
stumbling blocks come,; but woe to
that man through whom the stum-
bling block comes™ (Matthew 187
NASV).

Instead of creating stumbling
blocks Lo “trip someone up”, would
you agree thal the cause ot Christ
would be much better served if we
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each one would try to makc the
pathways of others a litile bit
smoother? Philemon was such a
man as that, because the apostle
wrote to him and said, “f have come
to have much jov and comjfort in
vour love, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through
you, brother” {(Philemon 7).

What kind of an effcct do T have
on other brethren? That is an inguiry
cach of us nceds to make of him-
selivhersell. Ask, “Do I spread
gloom and doom in the church by a
bad attitude, or do | spread joy and
sunshine by a good attitude?” And
further, “Am T busy paving life’s
road to make it better for others, or
do | specialize in causing problems
by lashioning stumbling blocks along
the way?" Diotrephes was apparent-
ly in the latter category and was of
such a disposition that specialized in
casting folks out of the church
instead of helping them to be fruitful
and productive; and thus, the apostlc
John indicted him for his attitude (3
John 9-11). Think about it. T

Maxie B. Boren is a gospel preacher
for the Church of Christ in Bedford,
Texas, USA.
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My experience with the subject  of giving came up. T readily admit
of giving could be called a paradox.  that part of the problem was that 1
For years as a young husband and  knew that T was not giving to sup-
father, struggling 1o support a grow-  port the cause of Christ as I should.
ing family, I would resist, even  But there was another preblem.
become upset every time the subject So many times when the end of
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each ycar was approaching, the
preacher would be asked by the
elders to preach a sermon on giving.
At times the sermon would be based
upon the budget which the elders had
apparently already prepared. At
other times, they would approach the
subject apologetically. On one occa-
sign the preacher cven apologized,
saying, “I promise not to touch on
this subject again this year.”

T began to study the subject of
giving from a biblical standpoint. 1
immediately recognized that we
were creating an attitude of necessi-
ty, which is cxactly what the Bibie
tcaches not to do. “So let each one
give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudginglv or of necessity, for God
loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:7).

What constitutes a cheerful
giver? Do you remember the first
time you had an opportunity to give a
gift? What prompted that action, if
not Jove? Love for a mother, father,
friend, or swcctheart makes the giv-
ing of a gift an exciting and cheerful
act, How different from giving out
of'a sense ol obligation.

We should be reminded that we
serve a loving and giving God. He
gave us life. He gave us a beautiful
world in which to live. He gives the
strength and resources to supply our
needs. Most of all, He gave us Tlis
Son to die for our sins; and He gives
us the opportunity to share with oth-
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ers our bounty.

This is the opportunity which
Paul deals with in his letter to the
Corinthians. The saints in Jerusalem
were in greal need. Paul writes of
how those in Macedonia responded
to this need. “Moreover, brethren,
we make known lo you ithe grace of
Gud bestowed on the churches of
Macedonia; that in a great trial of
afffiction the abundance of their joy
and their deep poverty abounded in
the riches of their liberalitv” (2
Carinthians 8:1,2).

Note how closely joy and liber-
ality are tied together. And then as
Paul admonishes the Corinthians to
be prepared, he writes, “Therefore I
thought it necessary lo exhort the
brethren to go to you ahead of time,
and prepare vour generous gift
beforehand, which you had previous-
iy promised, that it may be ready as a
matter of generosity and not as a
grudeing obligation” (2 Corinthians
9:5).. Notice the words “generous”,
“previously promised”, and “not as
a grudging obligation.” 1 get the
impression that these brethren were
excited about the opportunity to help
even those whom they did not know,
and vet those who were of like pre-
cious faith.

What prompted this enthusiasm
among the Macedoniang? We find
the answer i verse five of chapter
eight: “And not only as we had
hoped, but they first gave themselves
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to the Lord, and then to us by the
will of Gad.”  OfF all the gifts we
may offer, none can compare with
the one for which our Lord yearns
the most: ourselves. “If anvone
desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross
and follow Me"” (Matthew 16:24),

Let me share with you a method
that has been used with surprising
results where T have scrved. First,
the leaders would determine to let
the congregation set the budget. Tn
order to do so, they would set forth
proposals concerning the work of the
church. Two months before the bud-
get would go into eflect, a serics of
lessons on giving would be present-
cd. These would be Bible-based and
not budget-centered.

Following this, the congregation
would be asked to search their hearts
and determine what they would give
over the next year, and would give
that much over the nexl three
Sundays. Why three Sundays? This
would determine an average and
would allow for any casual giving by
visitors to the services. The average

of these three Sunday contributions
would then serve as a basis for what
the leaders could determine they
would have to carry on the work. In
essence, they have let the congrega-
tion set the budget.

The amazing thing about this is
thal, in every case where | have seen
this put into cffect, the congregation
purposed more than the leaders pro-
posed, and at the end of the budget
year they had given more than they
purposed! What’s more, the con-
gregations found themselves por-
senally engaged in more of the
activitics of the church, more enthu-
siastic, and rejoicing in the work of
the Lord as never before! Under
this method, I have sccn congrega-
tions double and triple their giving
in less than three years.

Giving as described and taught
in the Scriptures is an act of love
and a glory to God. lf can become
one of the most exciting experiences
a Christian can enjoy. k)

Joe C. Magee, a gospe! preacher, lives
in Shawnee, Oklahoma, USA.

Bring ali the tithes into the storehouse, That there
may be food in My house, And fry Me now in
this," Says the LORD of hosts, "If | will not open for

| you the windows of heaven And pour out for you'
such blessing That there will not be room enough
to receive it (Malachi 3:10).
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Evacuating the
Padded Pew

How to Develop
Your
“Recarturing
the Vision™
Program

Part Three:
Growing Through
Eight Easy Steps

Step Four — Sef Your Goals

As [ mentioned previously, if you have “best attendance” records post-
ed, take them down. FEverything needs to feel and look fresh and new to the
membership. Try to remember that in order to motivate them toward
growth, we are re-igniting a flame that has only been flickcring for some
time. Pew Potato mode has set in, and we must re-excite them about the real
possibility of doubling in size!

In this fourth step you need to detcrmine how many people regularly
attend vour assembly. After you calculate the average number present on
Sunday mornings, add twenty to this number for your first goal. In this pro-
gram you nced to have a number of goals, some short-term and some long-
term. 1f you set your goal oo high, you risk not reaching it and only dis-
couraging the membership cven more. If you set it too low and reach it too
quickly, your enthusiasm will climax belere you really even get started. In

sS4
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the begraning, Sunday morning
altendance i1s whal you should be
concerned with. Most visitors will
attend on Sunday mornings.
Therefore, this 15 the counl mea-
sured toward your goal.

In the front of the anditorium,
place a large colorful thermometer.
You can connect two pieces of
poster board together end-to-end
and design your thermometer with a
side graph for your attcndance goals
so that everyone can sce their
progress. As you get closer Lo the
goal, color more of the thermometer
in, while the crowd is watching and
excited!

When you reach the desired
goal, decide on another goal and
make a new thermometer. The
main thought here is that the con-
gregation necds to be able to contin-
ually see that progress is being
made. As the number grows, the
excitement and enthusiasm grow as
well!

Step Five — Paint
Colorful Reminders

If vou have someonc in the
congregalion who can paint, then
you have an added blessing. The
memory of most pecople is very
short. For example, do you remem-
ber what was preached on two
Sunday nights ago? Probably not,
because we have so many things
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filling our time and minds, we tend
to forget. That is why the congrega-
tion needs to continually see
reminders of the church’s vision and
the current goal before their eyes!

Colorful banncrs nced to be
painted or printed from a computer
to hang above or beside the pulpit,
if at all possible. As the congrega-
tion looks toward the preacher, they
can't help but be reminded that they
are recapturing the vision of the
early church. [t also makes it easicr
for the preacher during his messages
to point to the sign and cncourage
the newly buming flames 1o contin-
ue in their ¢ftorts,

Some examples for banners
might be: RECAPTURING THE
VISION, or OUR GOAL 70!, or
DON'T FORGET TO MAKE
PHONE CAJLS! Whatcver you
decide to paint or print, make it col-
ortful and cheerful! Usc red, blue,
vellow or green, bul don’t use
brown or black! We want to keep
the Pew Polatocs awake, not put
them back to slecp.

Your goal of recapturing the
vigion needs to saturate your church
bulletin. Make it stand ont to any-
one reading it. Don’t ever let them
forget! Ome of the things you can
do is make parl of your bulletin a
bookmark. As you set your goal,
place it in the bookmark along with
a passage such as Matthew 28:18-
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20. Members can cut it out and use
it in their Bibles to mark their place.

As you veach your first Goal,
remove the banners you’ve been
using. If vou keep up the same ban-
ners for the whole program, people
will losc interest. Paint ot print new
banners for each new goal sct!

Step Six — Starf Two
Picture Boards

Picturcs are a valuable tool for
the newly excited church! 1f you
don’t already have a picture board,
you need to start one. Get a cork-
board and a Polaroid camera. Start
off by taking pictures of all the peo-
ple who arc currently attending the
services. Write their names on the
white portion of each picture and
pin them to the board. As visitors
begin attending {rom the program,
the pictures will increase,

After visitors have returncd the
second week to the services, take
their picture and place it on the
board. Of course, they are not a
member of the Lord’s church, as of
yet, but this picture board is for alf
who are n the crowd. The pictare
beard serves three different purpos-
es. One is for the members. As
more and more visitors begin
attending, il will be hard for every-
one to remember their names. But,
with the picture board, all one has to
do is walk to the foyer and find their
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picture, Tl also scrves to help the
new attendee begin to place names
with all the faces of the congrega-
tion. Another good reason to have a
picture board is because it excites
those who are visiting! In a small
sense, they have now become a part
of something. They begin to associ-
ate themselves with this new family
who cares cnough about them to
help people get to know who they
are.

The second picture board that
needs to be started is a baptismal
board, There will come a time in
the near future that your visitors
will want to puf on Christ in bap-
tism. When this happens, it’s the
single greatest event in their life. It
needs to be treated as such! The
pictures of your baptisms will also
scrve to show Lhe congregation,
once again, that they are growing.
This i¢ a new brother or sister in
Christ! Tt’s a blessed event! The
babe in Christ can look at the pic-
ture in the {uture and gain strength
by being reminded of the way he or
she felt on that great day! k)

{Chapter five of John-Mark Wilson’s
study book and work-guide, The
Secret to Waking Up the Pew
Potatoes.)

John-Mark Wilson works with the
Apple Hill Church of Ghrist in Jones-
boro, Arkansas, USA.
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Earl D. Edwards

(). When one speaks of a
“church with vision”, how is
“yision™ to be defined?

The best definition for this con-
text is “unusual discernment or fore-
sight”. This would include discern-
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ing what the fundamental purpose to
the church is: serving as “the piflar
and support of the truth” (1
Timothy 3:15), The truth is what is
revealed by God to men. Men must
accept it (Tohn 8:32), guard 1t from
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corruption {1 Timothy 6:20), and
share it with others (Matthew 28:1&-
20 and Philippians 1:5}. Basically,
that means our purpose is sharing
the uncorrupted message with lost
people in this country and other
countries where “Christ has not
been named” (Romans 15:20).

“Foresight™, in the above defin-
ition, involves looking out into the
future and drcaming '
(with faith) aboeut
what our great God
can do through our
congregation. Then,
in faith {2 Corinthi-
ans 5:7), the church
with vision will go
beyond the dreaming
stage and. gfter much
praver, it will identi-
fy goals and outline
the methods through which God
will help it to reach those goals.

Q. Once a church has become a
“church of vision™, hew can it
maintain that status?

By Prayer. Llders, preachers,
deacons, and members should have
prayer sessions (at least two or three
times a year) to ask God’s help in
growing as a congregation so that
they can more fully glorify Ilis
name.

By Brainsiorming/Dreaming
Sessions, Again, elders, preachers,
deacons, and members should bave
at least a scssion or two cach year to

No goals are
ever
reached

without the
vision to see
them first.
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give/get input.

The ¢lders, after closc consulta-
tion with the preachers and deacons,
should then lay plans for nurturing
members and reaching the unsaved
locally and worldwide.

The elders shouid then assign
deacons and other leaders the task
of implementing the plans in the
various areas of service and out-
reach.

The elders should
also meet regularly
with the leaders who
reccive assignments
lo get information
about how the as-
signments are being
carricd out.  They
should also encour-
age those who re-
ceive the assign-
ments, as well as giving helpful sug-
gestions.

The ¢lders should then plan at
least one session a year {Sunday
evening service or Friday night ban-
quet) to honor those who render ser-
vice in leading the various min-
istries — “Honor to whom honor 7 18
due (Romans 13:7).

May we develop more and
more churches {congregations) with
vision. i

Earf D. Edwards is Director of
Graduate Studies in Bible at Freed-
Hardeman University in Henderson,
Tennessee, USA.



Who Am |?

1. 100 My husband was my half brother {(Genesis 20:12).

a0
3. 80

4. 70

5 60

My father's name was Terah (Genesis 11:31).

My husband and { became pilgrims, leaving our home and travelling
wherever God led us (Genesis 12:1).

According to the custom in cur time, | gave my handmaid to my hus-
band for a concubine (Genesis 16).

When God promised me a son, | laughed. When He questioned
why | laughed, | denied that | had, because ! was afraid {Genesis
18:9-15).

f was a very beautiful woman, so much so that my husband was
afraid he would be killed because of me; so when we went into new
territory, he asked me o say that | was his sister {not his wife), which
was at least a half-truth {Genesis 12:11-13; 20:13}.

When our promised son grew up to be a young man, we had a very
great trial of faith because of him;

at the end, God said that through
our son, all the nations would be
blessed (Genesis 22).

8. 30 Becauselbecamea
special person in God’s plan, my
name was changed {Genesis
17:15),

9. 20 Livingtobe 1271
died in Kirjath Arba (Hebron) and
was hurted in a cave called
Machpelah (Genesis 23:2,19).

10. 10 InHebrews 11:11,1
was held up as a woman of faith,
and in 1 Peter 3.6 as a woman
who respected her hushand., |
calfled him “Lord”.

My Score
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Peachinq Jesus
Ken Tyler

Introduction: We are told in Acts :35, “Then Philip opened his mouth,
and began al the sume scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.” Preaching
Jesus brought salvation to the eunuch’s life. In this article [ want us to con-
sider what is involved in preaching Jesus.

Preaching Jesus is to pro-  sheep to the slaughter, and like a
claim that He dicd for our sins.  Jamb dumb before his shearer, so
“The place of the scripture which  opened he not his mowth. In his
he read was this, He was led as @ humiliation his judgment was faken
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away. And who shall declare his
generation? For his life is taken
Sfrom the earth” (Acts 8:32,33).

This passage is found in Isaigh
53:7,8). Philip began at this scrip-
ture and preached Jesus unto the
eunuch. Obviously, Philip pro-
claimed to the eunuch that Jcsus
died for his sins. The heart of
preaching must always be the viclo-
rious death of Christ. 1 Peter 2;24
states, "“Who his own self bare our
sins in his own body on the tree....”
In preaching Jesus Philip pro-
claimed this message to the
eunuch.

Preaching Jesus is to pro-
claim His plan of salvation. Jesus
is “...the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey Him”
(Hebrews 5:9). Philip called upon
the eunuch to obey the commands
of Jesus to be saved. Acts 8:;36-38
tells us, “And as they were on their
way, they came unto a ceriqin
waier; and the eunuch said, see,
here is water; what doth hinder me
to be baptized? And Philip suid, If
thou believest with all thine heart,
thow mayest. And he answered and
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God. Awnd he commanded
the chariot to stand stifl; and they
weni down borh into the waier, both
Philip and the eunuch, and he bap-
tized him.”

When preachers quit telling
people what to do to be saved they
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have quitl preaching Jesus. Inm
preaching Jesus, Philip pro-
claimed his plan of salvation. The
eunuch obeyed and was saved.

Preaching Jesus is to pro-
claim the joy of salvation. Tt is
obvious that the eunuch realized
that the greatest of all blessings is
salvation. “And when they were
come up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord caught away Philip, that
the eunuch saw him no more; and
he went on his way rejoicing” (Acts
8:39). Only in fesus can real joy be
found, and the preaching of Jesus
brought thig great blessing to the
eunuch. Jesus said, “Rejoice, and
be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven...” (Matthew
5:;12). When Philip preached
Jesus he proclaimed the joy of sal-
vation,

Congclusion: Preaching Jesus
is the only thing (hat will heal our
sin-sick world. What we necd is a
brotherhood that is committed to
preaching Jesus. “Therefore they
that were scattered abroad went
every where preaching the word”
{Acts 8:4). In other words, they
went every where preaching Jesus,

This ts our commission and it is
the only thing that will get the job
done. i

Ken Tyler preaches for the church of
Christ In Arab, Alabama, USA.
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Teaching
House-to-House

Charles Box

The early church grew because
of teaching. There was public
teaching and house-to-house tcach-
ing. “And daily in the temple, and
in every house, they did not cease
teaching awd preaching Jesus as the
Christ” (Acts 5:42). Ged’s main
concern is saving souls. Let God
usc you, your life, and your mouth
to win souls daily.

JESUS TAUGHT OTHERS

Jesus is our examaple. “For to
this you were called, because Christ
also suffered for us, feaving us an
example, that you should follow His
steps " (1 Peter 2:21). Jesus taught
Zaccheus (Luke 19), Nicodemus
(John 3), and the woman at the well
(John 4). He was often facc 1o face
and heart to heart with others;
teaching them how to go to Heaven,
Do we really belicve judgment day
is coming and that we must follow
the example of Jesus?

EARLY CHRISTIANS TAUGHT OTHERS

“As for Saul, he made havoc of

the church, entering every house, and
dragging off men and women, com-
mitting them to prison. Therefore

those who were scaltered went every-
where preaching the word” (Acts
8:3.4). The command Jesus gave was
simple, “Go therefore and make dis-
ciples of afl the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit”
(Matthew 28:19). The early disciples
undcrstood that this meant “me™. In
spite of grave risks and persceution,
they were soul winners. They went
cverywhere preaching the word. Yet
we sit in our lukewarmness and indif-
terence and wait for the world to
comg to us to lean of Christ,

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY CHRISTIANS
MUST TEACH OTHERS

God’s plan is for one who has
been taught to teach others. “And
the things that you have heard from
me among many withesses, commiif
these to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also” (2 Timo-
thy 2:2). Christians arve the “light of
the world” and the “salt of the
earth” (Matthew 5:13-16}. Let us
hear again God’s watchman mes-
sage to Ezekiel:

“When I say to the wicked,
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‘You shall surcly die,” and you
give Bim no warning, nov speak
to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life, that
same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood I will
require at vour hand.

“Yet, if you warn the wicked,
and he does not turn from his
wickedness, nor from his wicked
way, ke shall die in his iniquity;
but you have delivered vour
soul” (Ezckiel 3;18,19).

THOSE WHO TEACH OTHERS
ARE WASE

The world may classify the
great philosophers as wisc. God
says that soul-winmers are wisc.
“The fruit of the righteous is a iree
of life, And he who wins souls iy
wise” (Proverbs 11:30), Evange-
lism will help climinate indifference,
disinterest. gossip and many other
sing. Those who are cvangelistic
have a greater desire to swudy, listen
and learn. They want to be able to
answer for their faith. “Buf sanctify
the Lord God in vour hearts. and
atways be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason for
the hope that is in vou, with meek-
ness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15).

THOSE WHO TEACH HOUSE-TO-
HOUSE WILL HAVE MUCH JOY
It is a joy lo be able to pay a
debt that is due or past due. "Tam a

debtar both to Greeks and to barbar-
ians, both to wise and to unwise. So,
as much as is in me, I am ready to
preach the gospel to you who are in
Rome also. For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God to salvation for every-
one wha believes, for the Jew first
and also for the Greek” (Romans
1:14-16).

Christians are debtors to share
the gospel with others. This will
bring great joy. “Likewise, I soy fo
vou, there is jov in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner
who repents” (Luke 15:10). Nothing
compares with the joy of seeing
God’s kingdom increase through
soul winning. "1 planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase”™
{1 Corinthians 3:6).

MAY GOD WRITE THIS UPON
QUR HEART

“Every branch in Me that does
ot bear fruit He takes away; and
every branch that bears fruit He
prunes, that it mav bear more fruit”
(John 15:2). Now is the time for
action. “"Da you not say, "There are
stifl four months and then comes the
harvest’? Behold I sav to you, lift
up your eves and look at the fields,

Jor they are alreacdy white for har-
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vest!’ *

" (Johm 4:35)

Charles Box works with the Lord's
church in Greenville, Alabama, USA.



CHRISTIANITY [N ACTION

A Personal Matter

David Deffenbaugh

While reading through the mail on a recent day, some-
thing caught my attention. Of the four church bulleting T
read, two of them made reference to special efforts being
made with those particular congregations to reach the lost in
a specific way. One of them was under the slogun “R-E-A-
P..Rcach Every Available Person”. The other prompted the
members of that congregation to write down the names of ten
people, their Ten “Most Wanted” list. These people would
be prayed for every day regarding their salvation.

You see, evangelizing is a personal matier, It periains to
cvery person and requires much personal involvement. Not a
soul was ever saved but that it was a personal matter for
somcone who carcd. It is an encouraging thing to me to sec
congregations making concerted efforts to get very personal
about evangelistic efforts. While the great conunission is so
expansive as to include “aff the world” and “every crea-
ture”, until we begin to think of the matter individually and
personalty, the task will pass us by.

Yes, let’s continue to pray for missionaries in foreign
lands and preachers wherever they may be. Heaven knows
that prayers on their behaif are much necded and appreciated,
But let’s also pray for ourselves and the Lord’s use of us in
influencing others to come 1o Christ.

And let's not leave the “others™ sy nameless pronouns.
Let’s be sure our concern is for the person, and our prayers
arc quite personal as their names are brought before God.
Because, after all, saving the lost is a personal matter. T

David Deffenbaugh is the preacher for the South College Church
of Christ in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, USA.
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Weak Hands and Feeble Knees

Demar Elam

T read a passage in lsaiah 35:3
that says, “Strengthen ye the weak
hands, and confirm the feehle
knees.” Those with weak hands and
feeble knees were to be encouraged.
They were to be strengthened.
Assurance was to be given them
concerning the glory of the Lord
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and His excellency. Those with a
fearful hearl were told to be sirong
and [ear not, for God would come
and save them.

IF one has weak hands and fee-
ble knces, his whole frame is feeble.
There are times in the lives of most
Christians that the hands become
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weak and the knces gel feeble and
the need 1o be sirengthened is great.
Perhaps it has been your experience
in the face of lemplation or in the
meeting of new challenges that you
have felt weak and feeble.

Brethren, fear will relux the
strength of the arms, and the firm-
ness of the knees. How many great
accomplishments have gone by the
boards becausc we are fearful and
our hands and knees become weak
and feeble? Fear must be removed
and replaced with the full assurance
that Ged will favor His people.
Untold things arc never realized
because we forget the power and
excellency of the living God! Paul
told Timothy, “For God hath nat
given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound
mind” {2 Timothy 1:2).

Please envision the imagery
here used. Can’t you see this pitiful
individual standing belore you and
his frame is shaking because his
knees are weak with fear? His
whole body trembles and his arms
are limp and hang lifelessly. Fear
has so gripped him that his body no
longer responds to his bidding.
Isaiah, the great prophet of the liv-
ing God, says in verse 4, “Say fo
them that are of a terrified heart, be
strong! Fear ye not! Behold, your
God will come for vengeance, for a
divine retribution. He will come,
and bring you salvation.” lsaiah
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was speaking of the time that Christ
would come, and in verse eight he
mentions that a highway of holiness
will be made available. So, he is
saying to those who have become
weak in faith, doubting and fearful,
1o cheer up and take heart. Jehovah
is going to provide!

That highway of holiness (Isa-
iah 35:%) has becn opencd and the
redeemced walk there today (Isaiah
35:9, Galatians 3:13; 4:5, Reve-
lation 5:9.) We need to take heart
and cnjoy the songs of cverlasting
joy and gladness promised in verse
9. Al, the beauty of seeing sorrow
and sighing tlee away!

Are vou afflicted with weak
hands and feeble knees? May [ say
Lo you, be strong! Fear ye not!
Jehovah has sent salvation and there
is a highway of holiness available to
you today, We need not fear, We
need not be of weak hands and fec-
ble knees. This holy road is avail-
able to all. It is an upper road that
leads to the Holy City.

The prophet, in language of
unmixcd consclation, says that
Tehovah will provide. Without
doubt, his words brought consola-
tion to those of his day and should
counsole and rcassure thosc of us
who travel the highway of holiness
loday. T
Demar Elam is the Director of Mission

Studies at Southern Christian
University in Montgomery, Alabama,
USA.
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A few years ago a group of salesmen went 10 a rcgional sales conven-
tion in Chicago. They had assured their wives that they would be home in
plenty of time for Friday night dinner. Tn their rush, with tickets and brief-
cases, one of these salcsmen inadvertently kicked over a table which held a
display of baskets of apples. Apples flew everywhere.

Without stopping or looking back, they all managed to reach the plane
in time for their nearly misscd boarding.

All but one. He paused, ook a deep breath, got in touch with his feel-
ings, and experienced a twinge of compassion for the girl whose apple stand
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had becn overturmed. He told his
buddies to go on without him,
waved good-bye, told one of themn
to call his wife when they arrived at
their home destiration and explain
his taking a later flight. Then he
returned to where the apples had
rolled all over the terminal floor,
He was glad he did.

The t6-year-old girl who was
selling the apples was totally blind!
She was sofily crying, tears running
down her cheeks in frustration, At
the same time she was helplessly
graping for her spilled produce as
the crowd swirled about her, no one
siopping, and no one caring about
her plight.

The salesman knelt on the floor
with her, gathered up the apples, put
them into the baskets, and helped set
up the display once more. As he did
$0, he noticed that many of the apples
had become battered and bruised, so
he set them aside in another basket.
When he had finished, he pulled out
his wallet and said to the girl, “Here.
Please take this $20.00 for the dam-
age we did. Are you OK?? She nod-
ded through her tears. He continued
on with, “T hope we didn’t spoil your
day too badly.”

As the salesman started to walk
away, the bewildered blind girl
called out to him, “Mister....” He
paus¢d and turned to toak back into
those blind eyes. She continued,
“Are you Jesus?” He stopped in
mid-stride and then slowly made his
way o catch the later [light with her
question burning in his soul.

*Are you Jesus?”

Do people mistake you for
Jesus?  As Christians, that’s what
we're all about, is it not? To be so
much like Jesus that people cannot
tell the difference as we live and
interact with a world that is blind 1o
His love, life and grace. If we claim
to know Him, we should live, walk
and act as He would. Knowing Him
is more than simply quoting
Scripture and going to worship. It’s
actually living the Word, as life
unfolds day to day.

You are the apple of His eye
cven though we, too, have becen
bruised and damaged by a fall. He
stopped what He was doing and
picked up you and me on a hill
called Calvary. He paid in full for
the damage sin had done to us. We
should start living like we are worth
the price e paid. 3
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Two Mites

T. Pierce Brown

Those of us who preach have no deubt preached about the poor widow
who gave two mites, which was all she had (Luke 21:4). We have com-
mended her attitude and action. How many of us have followed her exam-
ple or have even ceme close to practicing what we commended.

Let’s consider another aspect of the situation. Here was a woman
whose attitude and actions were pleasing to God. Why had He allowed her
to get into such a pitiful condition? David said in Psalm 37:25, “I have been
voung, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor hiy
seed begging bread.” Does David’s statcrment apply to the poor widow in
any way? If so, how?

Jesus said in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it shall be given unte you; good
measure, pressed down, and shaken togeiher, and running over, shall men
give into your bosom.” Does this statement have any bearing on her situa-
tion? If so, what? Should she have cxpected that as a resultl of her sucrifi-
cial act men would provide [or her every need?

Paul expressed a principle in 2 Corinthians 9:10, “Now ke that minis-
tereth seed to the sower both minister bread for yowr food, and multiply
your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness.” Does this
principle apply only to Christians, or did God have less concern for a loving
sacrificial Jew than He does for us?

We may not be able to answer these questions or many others that could
be raised about this story, but there are several points that we think should
be made. First, nowhere in the Bible does God promise an abundance of
material blessings for the righteouns, contrary to the teaching of somc popu-
lar television evangelists who make millions from their unrighteous preach-
ing.

Second, Jesus does teach us not to be anxious about material things, for
He says in Matthew 6:30, “Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
fleld, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much
more clathe you, O ye of little faith?” He did not promise a car, truck, and
two television sets. Therc is no doubt in our mind that God provided for the
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needs ol this poor widow after she had cast into the reasury all her living,
but we have no reason te assume that He provided more than she needed.

Third, God has various laws that operate in various realms. Obedience
or disobedience to those laws produces certain results. For example, the law
of gravity applies to all of us. If a very righteous man and an ungodly one
both carelessly fell from the top of the Empire State building, they would
both suffer the same kind of consequences. There ure agricultural laws. If
an atheist and a Christian have farrus, and the atheist plants and attends
properly to his crops and the Christian does not, the atheist will prosper
more than the Christian.

Howcver, all of that docs not negate the fact that God in His mercy and
providence can and does overrule situations. Romans 8:28 says, “Aad we
know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 1o them
who are the called according to his purpose.” We are confident that although
in the normal course of evenis a person may die if he or she viclales the law
of gravity, or some law of health, God car intervene providentially and pre-
serve the life of that individual to tulfill some purpose He has in mind.

If the poor widow had been 4 brilliant {inancial genius who had suffercd
the loss of her possessions through some greedy crook, it would not be out
of character for God to providentially provide her the opportunity to become
rich after she gave all she had to Iis service. However, if she hud been just
an ordinary person with no outstanding financial ability or wisdom, there is
nothing in God’s Word that would lead us to conclude that God would do
more than provide her with her simplest needs. The principle we need to
understand is that God blesses a person, not just in terms of his‘her ability,
but in terms of how he/she uses that ability for the glory of God. If a right-
eous man is left in poverty, it is certain that God will work that situation for
good, not only for that man, but for others who love the Lord. Tt may causc
him to leam to trust in and depend upon God in a greater fashion, and thus
strengthen his faith and love. [t may cause others to have and show compas-
sion 1o his needs and thus strengthen their Christian character.

So, we do not know exactly what happened to the poor widow. We do
know, however, that she was blessed of God, and we have no doubt that He
took care of her needs and caused her 1o be a greater blessing to others as a
result of her sacrificial attitude. It might be well if we would try to move
closer to her attitude and action. T

T. Pierce Brown lives and preaches in Cookeville, Tennesses, USA,
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herc is an Old Testament story The point is that there are dif-
which pointedly reminds us that  ferent ways to see! Man sees the
there are diffcrent ways of seeing. outside, but Ged gazes dircctly

Saul is the King of Israel. But  upon the soul' Think of the ditfer-
because of his disobedience, God  ent ways we sece,
has sent Samuel the prophet to 1. Sometimes we se¢ with
Bethlehem to anoint one of Jesse’s  the eyes. This is a natural sight,
sons to replace Saul on the throne. Walking in a meadow, I see a
Upon his arrival, Samuel sces Tlliab,  flower. Ap image is projected on
Jesse’s firsiborn. Eliab is a fine fig-  the retina of my eye and carried to
ure of 4 man. As soon as Samuel’s  the optic nerve of my brain —- a
eves light upon him he is
sure that this will be the
man of God’s choicc.
Eliab simply had the look
ol a king about him!
But God reminded

Sceing
With the

Soul

Bobby Dockery

Samue! thar He does not see as man  purely mechanical function which
does: “For man looks at the out-  can be explained in scientific terms.
ward appearance, but the Lord 2, Sometimes we see with
looks at the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).  the mind. This is perception —
Eliab was not the Lord's choice, but  understanding. A biologist sees the
David, “The man after God's own  same flower and immediately cata-
heart.” logues it in his mind by phylum,
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genus, and species and recalls the
proper Latin name for it. He can
explain why the stem is green and
the pelals have their distinctive
color. He can tell us its life cycle
and its possible commercial uses.

3. Sometimes we se¢ with
the heart. This is vision filicred
through emotion. A man sces the
flower in the meadow and remem-
bers it was his mothet’s favorite.
Te remembers how she grew them
around the kitchen door of his boy-
hood home. He is flooded with ten-
der memories of his mother and his
youth. He is not really seeing the
[lower, but something which it
evokes in his memory.

4, Tt is also possible to see
with the soul. This is spiritual per-
ception. We can look at the flower
and sec the God who conceived it,
designed 1t, created it, and provider-
tially sustaing it! It may be taken as
an eloguent argument for the exis-
tence and power of God (Psalm
19:1,2). That which is seen reveals
ta us that which does not appear.

God’s people must cultivate
this capacity to see with the soul.
“For we walk by faith, not by sight”
(2 Corinthians 5:7). We must learn
to sce the unseen, There are things
we do not see at this present
moment with our natural eyes; we
must look at them with the soul (2
Corinthians 4:18).

Many people refuse to believe
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in anything they can’t sec with the
eyes. Bui the Bible insists that it is
the things we see with the soul
which are really reall What we sce
with the eyes is transient and pass-
ing. Seme day it will disappear and
will never be seen again (2 Peter
3:10). What we see with the soul is
cternal, enduring, and lasting! 1t is
the unseen which is real!

1.C. Penncy once remarked, “[
am losing my vision. No, I take that
back. My eycsight is failing, but
my vision is better than ever.”
There’s a ltot of diffcrence between
the two! It is what we see with the
soul that rcally matters! i

Bobby Dockery Is a writet and preach-
er in Fayetteville, Arkansas, USA.
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The Discovery of Life

Michael L. King

Man, for the most part, lives in
a quandary while in search of the
real meaning of life. Those Greeks
who were reasoning with Paul on
Mars® Hill in Athens were search-
ing, but looking in all the wrong
places. Taul pointed them away
from their “unknown god”, by
declaring unto them the true God
Who is able to “‘give fo all life, and
breath, and all things...through he
be not far from every one of us: For
in him we live, and move, and have
our very being” (Acts 17:23-28).

Happiness and fulfillment in
Iife are so closc, but for many they
remain but a distant figment of their
imagination, It ig vitally important
thut we get a grip on what really
constitutes life, The Lord said, “f
am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10). When
any of God’s creatures are not
enjoying that “abundant lite,” His
will for man is thwarted.

What a thrill it is in the spring
of the year to go to the garden after
having planted rows of seeds and to
find them responding to Ged’s nur-
turing rain and sunshine! As the
growth progresses, additional joy is
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experienced with the bloeming and
development ol fruit. The real satis-
faction is rcalized when harvest
allows one to glean the bencfils of
much labor and patience.

Tn like manner, can we truthful-
ly say that God delights as He walks
through the “garden of my lite™? Tt
15 altogether possible to be a
Christian and still miss the abundant
Jite!' Thosc who respond lo Jesus
and are born again truly enter into
the realns of beginning again and a
newness of life,

Spiritual renewal (Romans
12:1,2) is similar to a spring of
water which perpetually springs up
into an abundant flew {rom re-
sources deep within. It is expecied
by God that the Christian live an
abundant life now. It is possible
that we have allowed the headwa-
fers 1o be depleted due to a lack of
spiritual growth.

Tremendous trust must charac-
terize each life that would be boun-
tiful with joy and hope, both now
and in eternity. We must make our-
selves available to God and trust
Him te lead us into new arcas of
spiritual growth, without lear of
Tailure.
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The Lord commissioned His
devoted apostles to spread the Word
in ITis absence and promised that
He would “be with them always™
(Matthew 28:18-20). He had told
them that He would be seated at
God’s right hand making prepara-
tion for them to join Him (John
14:1-3). They accepted the promise
of God’s gracc and power as suffi-
cient to meet their genuine needs in
their lives in serving Tlim.

God assures us that we can
experience His blessings in this life
and in heaven as well. There is
great comfort in confidenily believ-
ing thal in living as God’s children
in this life, His goodness “shall fol-
low me all the days of my fife”
(Psalm 23:6).

Just as God provided for His
Jewish nation returning from
Egyptian bondage, He will carc for
His people today! With His custo-
dial care and providential oversight
of them, He saw to it that quail flew
mto the camp, manna was gathered
by the baskets-full, and water
pourcd generously from the rocks
(Numbers 11:4-9,31 32; Lxodus
17:6).

God will also assess and bless
us according to our daily needs.
Paul preached what he practiced,
“Seek those things above, where

Christ sitteth on the right hand of

God. Set your affections on things
above...Put on the new man, which

is renewed in knowledge after the
image of him that created him... And
ler the peace of God rule in your
hearts...and he ye thankful” (Colos-
sians 3:1,2,10,15). Abundant living
gives fullness 1o life now, with eter-
nal rejoicing to follow. The key to
the discovery of life is to find God,
“For in him we live, and move, and
have our being.” For He is “not far
Jrom every one aof us” (Acts 17:27,
28). The promise is, “for every one
that asketh receiverh, and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened”
(Matthew 7:7.8).

If you desire the abundant life
now, become diligent and deter-
mined with your search. The con-
tent of Paul’s prayer for his
Ephesian brethren cchoes this
writer’s sentiments for each reader,
“That he would grant you, accord-
ing fo the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might by His
Spirit in the inner man.  That Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith,
that ve, being rooted and grounded
in love, may be able to comprehend
with alf saints what is the breadih,
and length, and depth, and height;
And to know the love of Chrisy,
which passeth knowledge, that ve
might he filled with all the fullness
of God” (Ephesians 3:16-19). %

Michael L. King preaches for the
Lakeside Church of Christ in Orange
Park, Florida, USA.
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on his way to the top
stands still and waits on
the Lord, instead of
forging ahead and mak-
ing a blunder and getting
cverything in a tangled
mess for the Lord to
unravel. It is almost
unbelievable how con-
voluted and invelved our
lives can become if we
don’t humbtle ourselves
and wait on the Lord
before we make any
major decision ot impaor-
taut move.

WAIT ON THE LORD

David Macy

It takes a meck, submissive, trusting person to wait on the Lord,
because waiting is one of the most difficult things we have to do. Tt is much
easier, many times, to move ahead and try something than 1l is to wait for
God’s shaping and answers to prayers.

A lady was watching a potter at his work, and she noticed that one foot
was kept busy while the other one remained still on the ground. She said, in
a kind and sympathetic tone, “How tired your foot must be.” The potter
raiscd his eyes and said, “No, ma’am, it isn’t the foot that works that’s tired,
it’s the toot that stands.”

"My soul, wait thau only upon God, for my expectation is from Him.
He only is my vock and my salvation; and my glovy: the rock of my strengih,
and my refuge, is in God. Trust in Him at all times; ye people, pour out
your heart before Him: God is a refuge for us” (Psalm 62:5-8). We wait on
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the Lord by committing ourselves
inle His hands, being subject to
Him, and being silent before Him.
When 2 person is meek and lowly,
and completely submissive to the
Almighty God, the Lotd can guide
and direct his life, through His
word, through opening of opportu-
nity and closing doors in dental, and
through using every sort of tool in
His providential care, down the
right paths which lead to happiness,
peace, and security in His love.

There are two giant hurdles we
must leap over before we can wait on
the Lord and receive the tremendous
blessings which come with waiting.
These two hurdles are pride and self
will. When we can lay pride to rest
and replace it with meckness, and
send self will packing and put God’s
will in its place, we can truly wait on
the Lord. The results of our waiting
will be astounding to ourselves, and
to others.

My personal life has been like a
constant tug-of-war, with God on
ong end of the rope and myscll on
the other. When I have stood still
and let God work in His own time
schedule, everything was ultimately
successful. When [ pulled to have
my own way, contrary to what God
knew wag best, everything was
downhill, and failure was my con-
stant companict.

Those whe have not cbeyed the
gospel to become children of God
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have not yet learned to submit to the
Lord and wait on Him. If this is
your situation, my [riend, pleasc
give up the struggle and let Him
have His way with you. Believe in
Him with all your heart and meekly
obey His simple commandments,
being baptized into His spiritual
family, the church (Acts 2; Romans
6:3,4). You will find rest for your
troubled soul. God will give you
salvation, and reward your faithful-
ness with eternal life, and you will
be forever glad you let Tim have
His way with you. W
David Macy, before his death, was a

Gospel preacher in Blue Ridge,
Georgia, USA.

Maoment by Maoment,

Never a trial that He is not there,
MNever a burden that He doth nat hear,
MNever a sarrow that He doth nat share,
Moment by moment I'm under His care.

Never a heartache, and never a groar,
Never a teardrop, and never a moan,
Never a danger but there,
on the throne,

Moment by moment, He thinks
of His own.

MNever a weakness
that He doth not feel,
MNever a sicknass that He cannot heal,
Mament by moment, in woe
or in weal,
Jesus, my Savior, abides with me stiil

— Daniel W. \Whittle
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During Times of Trial

Jesus Rodriguez

How should a Christian act
when he is being mistrcated and
even persecuicd? At times in the
church, situations arise which are
difficult for us to understand or
manage, Tt is then that we must go
to the Word of God for guidance in
how we function as Chrislians. By
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, beha-
vorial rules are given for thosc
occasions when human wisdom and
logic would fail us.

The second thing we must do is
to ask God 1o help us to understand
and control our emotiens. Over-
wrought emotions oflen cloud our
understanding and do not permit us
to reason clearly. It is only by
growing in divine nature, as
described in 2 Peter 1:4, that we can
avoid sericus and harmful mistakes
during times of trial.

“dAnd beside this, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge,; and to
knowledge temperance; and fo tem-
perance patience; and to patience
godliness; and to godliness brother-
Iy kindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness charity. For if these things be
in vou, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be buarren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ” ( 2 Peter 1:5-8).

When we have with persever-
ance asked the guidance ol the Lord
In prayer, we should then ask our-
selves: What would Jesus do in such
a sifnation? How is the fruit of the
Spirit working in me? “But the fruit
of the Spivit is love, joy, peace,
{ongsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
Jaithfulness, meekness, temperance;
against such theve is no law”
(Galatians 5:22,23).

Christ teaches us the impor-
tance of mercy and pardon. [f we
do not feel compassion for those
who persecute us, if we do not deal
fairly with those whe den’t espe-
cially please us, how can we ocur-
selves expect pardon from ihe Lord?
lesus said, “But if you do not for-
give men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your ires-
passes” (Matthew 6:15).

It could be that some day we our-
selves will need the mercy and par-
don which we may be denying to
someone else today.

Brethren, let’s remember this:
Christ is constantly giving us anoth-
er chance. Let's do the same to
those who wrong us. ¥

Jesis Rodriguez is a preacher of the
gospel in the Church of Christ in
Mesa, Arizona, USA.
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Marry Once,

Young people, the conse-
quences ef many decisions you
make during your teenage years will
follow you throughout lifc. Therc is
nothing wrong with having a good
time and enjoying yourselves, but
be careful not to take lightly those
things of a serious nature. Relation-
ships — with friends, the opposite
sex, and especially with God — are
of the utmost importance. Making
decisions that will draw you closer
10 God will ultimately bring you
more happiness throughout this life.

When dating, don’t settle (or
someone who is not a Christian.
The standards you set for yourself
are much easier to keep when the
person you are dating has the same
morals and goals. You will never
regret keeping your virginity until
marriage.

And when the time comes for
marriage, be careful to marry into a
good family. Don’t make the mis-
take of thinking you are not marry-
ing the family, because you do
become a part of your mate’s fami-
Iy, Learn to love them and build a
special relationship with them.
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Build a solid Christian home.
Marry for life and bring your chil-
dren up in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord. Give them the sta-
bility of two loving and devoted
Christian parents.

Sound casy? IU's not. God
never promiscd it would be. But He
did promisc that the rewards —
both now and hereafter — will be
waorth the effort.

Consider some tragedies that
can be avoided by putting Christ
first in your life and by making
decisions based upon His Word:
out-of wedlock pregnancy, sexual-
ly-transmitted diseascs, home torn
apart by divorce, children raised in a
one-parent home. Sort of puts
things into perspective, doesn’t it?
Those little everyday decisions may
not be so little after all.

Begin now to make responsible
decisions.  Put Christ on the thronce
in your heart, and kecp Him there.
Love Him now, and live with Him
eternally. T

Dale Grissom works with the church
of Christ in Dexter, Missouri, USA.
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% Blessed are the husband and wife who continue to be affectionate,
considerate and loving after the wedding bells have ceased ringing.

% Blessed are the husband and wife who are as polite and courte-
ous to one another as they are o their friends.

% Blessed are they who have a sense of humor, for this attribute
will be a handy shock absorber.

< Blessed are they who love their mates more than any other per-
son in the world, and who joyfully fulfill their marriage vows of a life-
time of fidelity and mutual heipfulness to each other.

< Blessed are they who remember to thank God for their food
before they partake of it, and who set aside some time each day for
the reading of the Bible and prayer together.

% Blessed are the married couples who abstain from alcoholic drinks,
% Blessed are they who attain parenthood, for children are a her-
itage of the Lord.

< Blessed are those mates who never speak loudly to each other
and who make their home a place “where seldom is heard a discour-
aging word".

+% Blessed are the husband and wife who faithfully attend the wor-
ship services of the church together.

“% Blessed are the husband and wife who
can work out their preblems of adjustment
without interference from relatives.

+% Blessed are the hushand and wife
who humbly dedicate their lives and their
home to Christ, and practice the
teachings of Christ by being
unselfish, loyat and loving. %

MWleszings
for the
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Love From Home

Frances Parr

As usual, the children were running late as they lcft for school. One
forgot her book and had to go back and get it. She hurried out the door and
then looked back quickly. “Love you, Mom,” she called as she ran to catch
up with her brother and sisters. “I love you, too,” was the reply.

80



THE CHRISTIAN HOME

Hearing their sisier and moth-
er’'s turewell greeting, the others in
the group quickly added their words
of affection, to which their mother
responded. When the children were
out of sight and hearing, the woman
went back into the house with a
smile on her face. Just another
morning gelting everyone off 1o
their respective places for the day.

There are many stories ol part-
ings in the Bible. Genesis 31 tells
ol Jacob and his wives and children
leaving his father-in-law, Laban, to

go back to Jacob’s homeland of

Israel. Jacob named the placc
where they parted Mizpah, because
he said, “May the Lord watch
between you and me when we are
absent one from anather.” Jacob
and Laban had had disagreements in
the past; however, they made
covenants not e¢ver to meet each
other for harm. Laban kissed his
daughiers and their children and
went back to his own home. There
is no mention in the Bible of them
ever meeting again.

A lesson can be learned from
these two men and their families.
We never know when we may be
saying the last “goodbye” to a loved
one. There is no guarantee that
either person will live to return.
That fact alone should make us want
to part company in peace and love,
It should provoke an urgent desire to
correct any misunderstandings.
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This writer has personally
known onc who angrily Tett home
after an argument, with harsh words
and feelings on both sides. Soon
allerward he lost his life in an acci-
dent. In such cases, guilt and sor-
row almost consume the persons left
behind.

Statistics show that entire fami-
lies who begin their day with hot
tood, encouraging words, and affec-
tion do their respective tasks more
cfficiently during the time they are
aparl. The unfortunate ones who
leave each other after a quarrel do
not farc as well. Unhappy or
stressed studenis make poorer
grades in schoo! and do not get
along with others as well as children
who lcave home with a positive atti-
tude. Tt is the responsibility of par-
ents to instill in their children the
positive attitudes, as well as a depth
of love and forgiveness, that make
for peace in families. This is best
done by cxample. Be before them
what you want them to become.

Take the advice of the wisest
man who ever lived -— Solomon. He
said, in Proverbs 17:22, “4 merry
heart does good, like medicine, but a
broken spirit dries the bones.” No
matler what position you occupy in
your family, make it your goal to
begin each day treating others with
love and cheerfulness. T

Frances Parr is a Christian writer liv-
ing in Eldon, Missouri, USA.
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A man was spcaking frantically
into the phone. “My wife is preg-
nant and her contractions are only
two minutes apart!”

“Is this her first child?” the
doctor asked.

The man shouted, “No! This is
her husband!™

Little Anna and her younger
brother Andrew were sitting togeth-
er in church. Andrew giggled, sang,
and tatked out Joud.

Finally his big sister had had
enough. She said, “You're not sup-
posed to talk out loud in church.”

Andrew asked, “Why? Who's
going to stop me?”

Anna pointed to the back of the
auditorium and said, “See those two
men standing by the doors?
They’re hushers.”
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A young mother watched as her
3-vear-old son opened the birthday
gilt from his grandmother. He
squealed delightedly when he dis-
covered a water pistol and immedi-
ately headed for the nearest sink.

The mether, not so pleased,
turned to her mother and said, “T’'m
surptised atl you. Don’t you remem-
ber how we used to drive you nearly
crazy with water guns?”

The grandmother grinned, then
replied, “Yes.”

The findings of a major scien-
titic study ol cannibals have just
been released, with the most notable
discovery being that cannibals do
not eat clowns...lt seems that they
taste funny.

Quesiion: *So, what is the speed eof
dark?”

Husband: “This is our wedding
anniversary.  What would you like
to do?”

Wifc: “Take mc out 1o some
place expensive.”

He tock her to the gas station,
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The boss asked one of his new
employces, “Do you believe in life
after death?”

“Yes gir, I do,” the young man
replied.

“Well,” the boss said, “that
makes evervthing just fine, becavse
after you left work yesterday to
attend your grandmother’s funeral,
she stopped by to sce you.”

A Sunday school teacher asked
her little children why it’s important
to be quiet in church. One bright
little girl answered, *Because peo-
ple are sleeping.”

Cousin Clarence went (o the
doctor for a checkup, and the doctor
told him that he needs more exer-
cise. Clarence immediately started
following the doctor’s advice.
Now, instead of watching golf on
TV, he watches tennis.

Why do they put pictures of
criminals up in the post oflice? What
are wc supposed to do...write to
those characters? Why don’t they
lust put their pictures on the postage
stamps so the mail carriers can lock
for them while they deliver the mail?

Three deep questions about
which to contemplate:

(1) Why arc pcople IN a
movig, but ON TV?

(2) How come Cupid is never
seen with a girlfricnd?

(3) Do people ever try to
scream at the BOTTOM of their
haings?

After just moving to lown,
Gladys Dunn decided that the first
Sunday, she would visit the
church ncar her new apartment.
She found hersclf in a pretty audi-
torium, everyon¢ greeted her
warmty, and as the service began,
she enjoyed the inspiring hymns.

But when the sermon began, it
went on and on and on. In fact it
was without substance and not at
all interesting. Glancing around,
she noticed that many in the con-
gregation were nodding off, not
even trying o stay awake.

Finally it was over, though,
and pcople stood up for the final
hymn and prayer. After the ser-
vice, to be social, she turned to the
still sleepy looking gentleman
next to her, extended her hand in
greeling, and said, “Hello, I’'m
Gladys Dunn.”

The gentleman replicd, “You
and me both!”



WORSHIP

Stan Mitche

What [ write below is intended
as an explanation, expressed kindly
and clearly, for our conviction that
mechanical instruments of muosic
are not autherized for the Christian
in worship.

To he fair, the Bible is silent on
many subjccis. It does not mention
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hymnbooks or
devotionals,
church pews, or
Wednesday
night prayer
meeting. So
why do we have
each of these,
and not the
musical instru-
ment in wor-
ship?

For the
game reason thal
& “Stop” sign,
by instructing us
lo stop, natural-
Iy prohibits
rolling through
an intersection.
This is a finc of
rcasoning that
we take in
everyday life.
When our chil-
dren are told to
arrive at school
at cight in the
morning, this
instruction includes eight o’clock
and e¢xcludes nine! When we order
a cup of coflee in a restaurant, that
logically excludes a mug of hot
chocolate or a cup of tea! A com-
mand is inclusive as well as exclu-
sive, You cannot stop at an inter-
scction and roll through at the same
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time. To follow one means to disre-
gard the other, When the New
Testament instructs Christians Lo
sing, it is both what the command
includes {singing) and what it
excludes (other options). That con-
vinces us to sing a cappella.

Please read these New Testa-
ment passages, and observe the
musical verb used in each.

“When they had sung a hymm,
they went out to the Mount of
Olives” (Matthew 26;30).

“About midnight Pend ond Silas
were praying and singing hymns 1o
God, and the other prisoners were
listening to them” (Acts 16:23),

“Therefare [ will praise you
among the Gentiles, T will sing
hymus te yowr name” (Romans
13:9).

“Praise the Lord all you
Gentiles, and sing praises to him ail
vou peoples” (Romans 13:11).

“So what shall I do? 1 will
pray with my spirit, but I will also
pray with my mind. I will sing with
my spirit, but I will alva ying with
my mind” (1 Corinthians 14:15},

“Speak to vne another with
songs, hymns and spiritual songs.
Sing and make music in your
hearts fo the Lord” (Ephesians
5:19).

“Let the word of Christ dwell in
vou richly as you teach and admon-
ish one another with all wisdom,
and as you sing psalms, hymns and
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spiritual songs in your hearts to
God" (Colossians 3:16).

“I will declare my name io vour
brothers, in the presence of the coni-
gregation | will sing vowr praises”
(Hebrews 2:12),

“Is amy one of you in trouble?
He should pray. Is anyone happyv?
Ler him sing songs of praise”
(James 3:13).

The argument is, 1 believe,
accumulative. Il the Holy Spirit had
commanded us in one versc to sing,
and one verse alone, we might con-
clude that this was a coincidence,
and that He intended the instrument
to accompany the songs. But as we
read each verse, and as we see the
New Testament’s exclusive use of
the verb "sing” [or our worship in
song, the evidence gathers strength,
This is no mere oversight. it was
the Spirit’s intention that we sing,
and rat pday our praise to God.

[ am aware that there is other
evidence for a cappella music in
worship. Some will appeal to the
witness of the carly church, Fair
enough. But the most important
plank in our conviction has already
been laid, that of the plain ¢vidence
of the Scriptures.

I am awarc that the issuc of
instrumental music in worship is not
a dead one, even in churches of
Christ. Two comments which I
have overheard recently indicate
that this is so.
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“[ can conscientiously worship
with or without the instrument,” one
Christian satd. “T have a great
respecl,” another Christian told mc,
"for the church of Christ’s tradition
of a cappella music.”

1 hope 1 responded to each per-
son 1n kindness, yet in truth. Qur
praclice of a cappella music is no
tradition; it is a sincere conviction
gained from a study of the
Scriplures, and what is more, the
New Tcstament is certainly not
silent on the subject!

Yet still there are objections.
“What about David? He played
with a harp, didn’t he?” This com-
wment surpriscd me, for it was made
by a young man who had grown up
in the church and had been trained
to minister at an institution within
our brotherhood. 1 answered that
we don’t use David’s harp for the
same reason that we don’t keep the
Passover and offer animal sacrifices
n Jerusalem, The New Covenant is

the Christian’s guide for doctrine
and practice today {(Colossians
2:14,15; Hebrews 9:15-17).

“Well,” another pcrsen re-
marked, “I am not willing to con-
demn people to Hell becaase they
don't believe we should worship a
cappella.” Neither am L Tt is my task
to teach and proclaim. It is God's to
judge. And yet, teach I must.

We worship 4 cappella, not just
because the Bible is silent on the
subject of the instrument, but also
because it is not silent on the sub-
ject of singing!

We are commanded to do the lat-
ter; the Bible is silent on the former,

We are commanded frequently
to sing; we are never commanded to
sing and play.

Our desire 18 o follow God’s
instructions simply, respectfully, and
fuily. T

Stan Mitchell preaches for the church
of Christ in Borger, Texas, USA.
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| If God had required that each of us worship by “singing”
i and “playing”, wouid you be capable of playing an instru-
I ment?
I it God had required that each of us worship by “singing”

l and “playing”, would you be able to hear and understand ||
what was being “taught” in the hymn, in the midst of the |
‘ great noise and confusion of so many instruments being




When We Come Before
the Lord

Ronald D. Bryant

kis suggested that when people
come into the worship asscmbly
there are at least two things they can
expect: They can expect to be com-
forted or confronted, and the one
who does the comforting or the con-
fronting is the Lord.

Now most of us arc comloriable
with the idea of being comforted, and
the words of Jesus are our refuge (see
Matthew 11:28-30). But the thought
of being conlronted is not so desir-
able, Yet, in His personal ministry,
Jcsns was confrontationsl. He was
confrontational for the purpose of
turning men to righteousncss, and
thus to life ctemal. He confronted in
an earnest effort (o help, not hurt.
And, to this day, He has neither
changed in His character, nor in His
desire to tum men to the way of life.

When we come into the assem-
bly of God’s people, we are in the
presence of the Lord, and we can be
asgurcd that He longs for us 1o be
made whole. His desire is to com-
fort us.

Yel, we can also be assured that
He will not wink at our [ailings, but
will lovingly confront us, when and
where the nced lies, and for our
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eternal good. We can know that
Jesus sees us as we are and con-
fronts us in the same consisient
manner of His character,

Consider: Jjesus confronts us
with our lack ol preparation, our
lack of reverence, our lack ol pure
adoration. He confronts us in our
peltiness, our sell-centeredness, our
self-sufficiency. He confronts us in
our empty posturing, eur cmpty
words, our empty hearts. He con-
fronis us in our lack of love, gur
lack of faith, our lack of humility.
He confronts us with our beliel that
the world revolves around us, that
others must cater to us, that cven the
worship must scrve us.

He confronts us! He confronts
us for the purpose of calling us to
genuineness of faith, of humility, of
repentance, of worship, of life. He
is the season for life, for hope, for
holy conduct. He must ever be the
point of eur focus. He must ever be
the one we come to meet in the
assembly, and the one for whom we
live every day of our lives, T
Ronald D. Bryant is the preacher for

the church of Christ in Hollister,
Missouri, USA,
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Assermbly
Distractions

Hershel Dyer

Back in the 4th century (300°s A.D.), there was grave concern over dis-
order in the assembly. Preachers such as John Chrysestom, Gregory
Nazianzen, and the noted historian-preacher, Fusebins Pamphilus, com-
plained about thesc.

Chrysostom, a most articulate and eloguent preacher, was bothercd by
“needless noise and frivelous conversation.” While preaching, he (elt that
his sermon was disturbed by some who talked cxcessively. Preachers made
similar complaints, especially in citigs such as Rome, Constantinople,
Antioch, Alexandria, ete.

Other bothersome behavier is mentioned, which included shouting
acclamations for the preacher, clapping, waving handkerchiefs, and other
actions borrowed from the theaters of that day. Gregory Nazianzen declarcd
his feelings regarding applause for preachers in the following words:

“0Of what avail to me is this applause and tumult? One thing only [
require of you — that you prove 1o me your approbation and obedience
by your works, That will be praise for me — gain for yourselves; thal
will be to me a greater honor than the imperial crown. 1 desire not your
applause and clamor. T have but one wish — that you hear me with
calmness and attention, and that you practice my precepts. For this is
not a theater; ye sit not here to behold actors and to confer upen such
men your applause. Here is the place to learn the things of God.”

Human nature remains much the same. There are still those who are
eager to turn the worship of God into a theatrical production — singers,
preachers, prayer leaders, baptismal services, etc. being a performance for
the applause of the spectators! ¥

Hershel Dyer is a gospel preacher living in Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA.
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The _
Problem
with Some 5
Worship Services

A. L. Franks

Singing is “dead”.
Sermons are “boring”.
People are “unfriendly”.

The following are some suggestions for dealing with problems that can
create the need for improving our worship services.

Singing
Secure the best song leader possible. Encourage everyone to sing, and
1o sing out. Give more time and attention to singing. Sing more songs.
Practice. Learn new songs. Obey the Scriptures: sing “with grace in your
hearts unto God” {Colossians 3:16). Speak “one to another...singing and
making melody with your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19). Butl we¢ must
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always remember that vocal music is authorized, and that Ged is the object
of our worship (“wnte God,” “to the Lord™). When we put our hearts into
our singing, and give attention to the words of the song, while focusing on
God, our song scrvice will lake on new spirilual life,

Preaching

Request/require your preacher to study (adequately prepare) and to
“preach the Word™ (2 Timothy 4:2). “Set your affection on things that are
above” (Colossians 3:2}. “Love not the world...the lust of the flexkh and the
tust of the eves and the vainglory of life is not of the Father, hut is of the
world” (1 John 2:15,16). Sermons are not for entertaimment, but to edify,
exhort, and even to rebuke. Preachers are not all cqually qualilied. Pray.
Listen. Obey.

Friendliness

Speak {irst. Don’t wait on the oiher person. Be genuincly interested in
others. When asking, “How are you?” wait for an answer. Truly care. We
arc family. My brother; my sister; my friend... Love is the key. "By this
shall all men know that ve are my disciples, if you have love one toward
another” (John 13:35). A friendly congregation begins with me.
Fricndliness is contagious. Be a leader in promoting interest, compassion,
concern, and genuine love within the congregation.

I read somewhcre, “He that would have fricnds must show himself
friendly.” Sounds Biblical?...Found it! It’s Proverbs 18:24: 4 wman that
hath friends must shew himself friendly; and there is a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.” Avoid being judgmental or suspicious. Accept oth-
ers as you would be accepled. “Do wunto others...” You remember the rest
of the verse. It is truly the “golden rule™. It is the basis of friendliness.

In Conclusion
1. Wedon't have to change the music. Stay with voeal.
2. Wcdon’t have to change the message. Stick with the Bible.
3. We may have to change our attitude and behavior toward others and
show that we truly care for one another. Be fricndly yourself. You may be
surprised how friendly the church can become in response. N

A.L. Franks is the Editor of Magnolia Messenger and lives in Kosciusko,
Mississippi, USA.
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COMFORT AND REASSURANCE

. Betty Burton Choate

Dcbris, chaos, and death caver the beaches. The world that was whole
and thriving, bustling with the day’s busy-ness is crushed and mangled —
broken beyond recognition.

Survivors of the tsunami question, some pitcously, some in defeat, oth-
ers in defiance, but all ask, “Why? Why?” Some look around at the death
and destruction, and they demand, “Why did God do this to me?”

God.... Tt is a time 1o think about God. Perhaps if is even a time to ask
such questions and to look for answers.

Did God directly canse the earthquake and the tsunami? If so, was
there a reason? Was He punishing people who were great sinners or who
had forgotten Him?
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God is not speaking audibly to answer our questions, but He has spoken
in His word. Genesis, the first book of the Bible, says that (jod created the
carth, with ils separation of water and land. and that He put in place the
moon with the gravitational pull that controls the tides. When He had fin-
ished the habitation especially designed for humans, He saw thal cverything
He had made was very good.

That world, as it came from God’s hands, was perfect - — a sate haven,

‘protected by nature, not threatened by it. Fossils indicalc that a tropical cli-
male prevailed all over the globe, most likely the result of a greenhouse
effect of a vapor canopy (“the waters above the [irmament”, Genesis 1:7).

God created a human couple to inhabit and populate that perfect world.
e biessed them with all that they needed, asking only one thing of their
parcnt-child relationship: that they ebey Him. Tragicaily, another “persen™
came on the scene — Satan — a created spirit who had, himself, chosen to
disobey his Creator. He reasoned with Eve, tfempting her to listen to himseif
instead of God.

Through the disobedience —- the sin — of Adam and Eve, God’s per-
feet creation was broken, Sin brought curse and death to the world. God
said, “Cursed is the ground fov your sake... ” (Gencsis 1:17). We have a tur-
ther description in Romans 8:20-22: “..the creation was subjected to furili-
ty...the whole creation groans and travails in ... pangs until now...”

Disobedience broke the perfect relationship with God, through the sepa-
rating wall of sin, and sin resulted in death, pain, and destruction which per-
vaded all of Ged’s perfect creation. God did not desire this evil 1o come on
the weorld and humanity. His desire had been for the perfection He had cre-
ated. But sin and obedience fo Satan, who is the father of lies and death,
transformed the world.

Sin continued to tighten its grip. Genesis 6:5 says that, finally, “the
wickedness of mun was greaf in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughty of his heart wus only evil continually.” As in the beginning, God
warned ol the consequences of disobedience -— that He would send a
flood to destroy the evil from the earth. But cven though the righteous
Noah preached God’s warning all the years he was building the ark, which
would save his family, the world didn’t listen.

And the flood came.

Genesis 7:11 says “on that day ol the fountains of the great deep were
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.” These words are a
Biblical description of vast carthquake and volcanic activity in the depths of
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the ocean and throughout the world. The entire earth was flooded, covering
even the mountaing with the waters.

NASA has said that the one earthquakc of December 26 “shifted
Earth's ‘mean North Pole’ by about 2.5 centimeters (1 inch)”, affected
the shape of the earth, and “decreased the length of the day by 2.68
microseconds”, because the earth’s increased roundness causes it to
spin a little faster than before. {Sce http://science.nasa.gov/
headlines/y2005/10jan_carthquake htm?list148566).

If a single earthquake could cause these measurable changes in the
carth, what tremendous changes must have taken place when the disastcr
was not pin-pointed at one spot on the ocean’s floor but covered the entire
earth?

Certainly, such an upheaval would have shified the earth on its axis,
burying the lush, tropical vegetation of the Acctic and Antarctic regions
under ice and snow s¢ deep that the land surface would not be secn again.
Ocean depths would have been lowered, with mountains being pushed
upward in compensation, to displace the waters that had washed - not as
tsunami waves for a few minutes over limited coastal arcas — but as a {lood
that covered the ecarth for the beller part of a year.

Sin had broken the entire world.

The paradise of nature was destroyed. Changes in the earth and its pro-
tective water vapor canopy brought new “laws” governing nature. Now
there were fault lines in the earth’s crust where enormous earthquakes could
occur. There were cold and hot air currents that would cause tornadoes, hur-
ricancs, and typhoons, The sun and rain would murture both the good and
cvil, but all pcople would also be exposed to the destruction and death
brought as the natural result of nature’s furies.

God promised Noah, “Never again shall there be a flood ta destraoy the
earth” (Genesis 9:11). Instead, He warned in 2 Peter 3:10: "._.the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; hoth
the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.”

“But,” you ask, “what about row?” Does God send natural calamities
on us now?” Tn the Old Testament we read of God’s punishment of Egypt
through the plagues (Exodus 7-11}% we read of famine and drought (Amos
4:6,7) because of Israel’s discbedience. So God has repeatedly used nature
as a tool, but in the cases mentioned, He sent prophets in advance to warn
the people, begging them to turn from their wickedness. He made those ver-
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bal warnings so thal they would know that their sins were the cause of their
problems. His ultimate purpose was to save, not to destroy.

In the New Testament we read in Luke 13:1-5 of tragedies that befell
people. Jesus® answer was a repudiation of the idea that God had brought
these problems because the sufferers were evil. He urged all to repent of
their sins, so that we will not perish in cternal destruction which is the
ingvitable consequence of sin.

Victims o the current disaster ask, “Why? Why did God do this?
What sins did we commit that were worthy of such punishment?”
Instead of accusing Him, let us realize that God is our Creator, that He loves
His creation and wants us to come to Him as His children.

The disasters that strike the earth through the brokenness of nature are
tragic. We grieve for the many who lose their lives, for the survivors who
have lost loved ones, homes, possessions, jobs. All of these losses are heart-
hrcakin g, and thcy will leave deep scars,

| “Why? Why did God do this? What sins did we ‘
| commit that were worthy of such punishment?”

But good can come out of horror. Human hcarts, whose basic emo-
tions are made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26), are stirred with a measure of
God's compassion and His concern for His creation. How many millions of
[ellow-human beings have shared in the tragedy, and have given sacrificially
in order to help relieve physical suffering? How many have prayved fervent-
1y for those who are suffering? How many others have cven left the comfort
of their own homes to travel ai great expense to the devastated places, to aid
in the recovery with their own sweat and toil?

The time of healing must come. Even now, the sun shines, the sca has
returned to normal, the physical scars of the devastation are being removed.
It will take time, but renewal will easc the pain, and the on-going demands
of life will force vietims 1o look [orward and to move forward.

But, individually, those who are grieving can do sorue things to help
alleviate their own pain.

#  First, think of God as a merciful Father who cares about you.
How do we know our real importance to Him? By the price He has
already paid for the forgiveness of our sins: “He wheo did not spare His
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owst Son, bt delivered Him up for us ofl, how shall He nor with Him
also freelv give us alf things?” (Romans 8:32). The question echocs in
our minds: If God has alveady willingly given His most precious gift
— His Son — for us, how can we doubt that Tlc is eager lo come to
our aid in every other way?

#  Second, think of the people all over the world who are trying to
help ease the suffering of victums of the storm.  Doctors and nurses
have come from many places to treat the injured. Medicines, lood,
watcr, clothing, and many other necessities for daily life have been
shipped in to devastated areas. Workers have brought their own backs
and muscles, to work with whatever equipment might be available to
clear the debris and begin rchuilding. Massive cfforts are being made
to erase the damage of the tsunamis as quickly as possible. This out-
pouring from around the world surely must bring comfort.

H# Third, look to God's word for consolation. 1 Peter 5:6,7 says,
“...humble yourselves under the mighty hand of Gad, thot He may exalt
you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.”
That special carc has brought you this message of love, at the hands of
one of Ilis children. T is our desire, as members of the church of
Christ, to be His eyes secing your tears, His hands supplying your
necds, His feet coming to your aid, to whalever degree that is possible.

#  Fourth, this is a time for all of us to re-examine our own hearts
and to set our priotities straight, So often, when things are going well
and there are no major concerns or heartaches to deal with, we find
ourselves preoccupied with the physical things of this world. We are
often too busy earning a fiving to really five. Our time is speat with
things, rather than with God and family and those who need us.

Seeing that in an instant all of our possessions can be swept away,
let us be warned of the eritical importance of putling our eternal wel-
fare above our stomachs. Let us realize that love of family and the
proper spiritual guidance of family are more important than all of our
physical possessions. Above all, let us use this tragedy as the basis for
a closer walk with God. i

Beity Burton Choate works with her husband, J.C. Choate, in World Evangelism.
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GO 1S 1Y CONTROL

Robert Swain

I like 1o think 'm in conirol.
It"s not that T think that there is no
ene els¢ who can make good deci-
sions or that ’'m the greatest and the
wisest. 1 think that 1 want to be in
control because T don’t like the feci-
ing of being out of control, Most of
us are that way, [ believe. When
things happen in our lives, we at least
like 1o have a suy in the outcome.

So what happens when sudden-
ly you find that you're nol in con-
trol? When things happen to you,

“We have no power...
We don’t ¥now what to do,
but our eyes are upon You”
(2 Chronicles 20:12).

a7

your famiiy or your world that you
have no control over, what then?
Most of us tend to get angry and
look [or someone to blame. Many
timey the first to be blamed lor a
catastrophe in your personal life or
for some natural disaster will be
God.

T cannot imagine living through
such a life-changing event as a hur-
ricane, a tsunami, a tornado or a
flood. Equally so, it would be dev-
aslating lo face cancer, a crippling
diseasc, or the Joss of a child. What
do we do when we face events such
as these in our lives — events over
which we have no control?

There is a slory in 2 Chronicles
20:1-13 about a king named
Tehoshaphat. He was a good king
and tried hard to do what was right.
In chapter 19, verse 4 we are told
that he went out among the people
and brought them back to the Lord
God of their fathers. He tried to be
an honest, honorable and good man.
Siill catastrophe came his way. The
Muoabite and Ammonite armies,
along with other enemics of Judah,
banded together to attack and
destroy Jehoshaphat and his peaple.
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[t would have been easy for the king
of Judah to blame God. He had tried
to be a good king, to lcad his peoplc
righteonsly, vet God allowed this
encimy to rise up to destroy him! He
could’ve blamed God, Tnstcad he
did what we should do. Verse 3
says, “And Jehoshaphat feared, and
set himself to seek the Lovrd...”

Instead of blaming God in times
of trouble, that is the very time that
we need to seek Him out and be near
Him. In verse 4 it says that the
entire country of Judah gathered
together to ask help from the Lord.
They prayed. They worshipped.
They approached the One who really
is in conirol and asked for help. Tam
encouraged by verse 12, “..For we
have no power against this great
multitude that is coming agdainst us;
nor do we know what fo do, but our
eves are upon you. "

You see, 1 like to think I’'m in
control, but I'm not. God is. When
things happen in my life, T may nol
understand and | may not like it, bul
{ do know one thing — God is in
control. He is more powerful than
the problems in my life, more pow-
erful than the earthquakes, hurri-
canes and tsunamis that break our
hearts. He 1s in control, and we can
approach Him for His protection
and love. That is what Jchoshaphat
did. In Vs. @ he prayed, “If disaster
comes upon us — swaord, judgment,
pestilence, or famine — we will

stand before this temple and in your
presence,..” This king knew that he
wasn't in control, and the only thing
that he could do to make the situa-
tion betier was te be near to God,
who was in control. This is a good
lesson for us all,

1 am reminded of a man named
Job who lost all of his children, all
of his properly and his health. Job
was forced to live at the dump and
was in such pain that be scraped his
sores with a broken pot. His wife
urged him to curse Ged and die, and
his friends did not even recognize
him. Through it ail, Job chase to
remain true to God. We know
something that Job didn’t know.
We are told that the terrible devasta-
tion in his lifc was caused by Satan,
not God. God never stopped loving
him or having ceonfidence in him,
Job’s story had a happy ending as
did Jehoshaphat’s. But happy end-
ing or not, God is still God and He
is in control.

The psalmist sanyg in Psalm
61:2-4, “From the end of the earth T
will cry fo You. When my heart is
overwhelmed, Lead me to the rock
that is higher than 1. For You have
heen a shelter for me, A strong tower
from the enemy. | will abide in Your
tabernacle forever: I will trust in the
shelter of Your wings.” T

Robert Swain is a part of the World
Evangelism team and lives in Winona,
Mississippi, USA.
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Did God Drown
in the Tsunami?

J. Randal Matheny

When thousands of peopie perish in natural disasters like the tsunami
that hit Asia on 26 December 2004, questions naturally arise. Why did this
happen? Was this a dircet punishment from God? If so, who was He pun-
ishing? And why? How could God allow such evil in the world as this, if
He is loving and all-powerful? Does the presence of such bad things mean
that God is nol real?

For many centuries people have asked such questions. They arc not
new, althcugh they become new to us when we see people suffer trom nat-
ural disasiers or when we ourselves are affected by them.

Our Assurance Is Shaken

Above all, such questions do not reflect badly upon the limits or defi-
ciegncics of God, but upon our own finiteness and inability to comprehend
the greater issues of the universe. Science is helpless al such moments,
human thoughts fail, man cannot cven scnse the arrival of the tsunami like
s0 many animals that fled the low-lying arcas hours before it made shore.
For all our ellorts, we are at the mercy of a world carcening toward destruc-
tion. The movie that shows man saving his world from a meteor is not only
fiction, but fantasy.

Many lives were lost in the tsunami, and we feel deeply our own vul-
nerability, but God did not drown in the tsunami! What died in the waves
were our assurance that life gocs on as rormal and our belicf that today
will be just like yesterday, We must confess that we do not know what
will happen or why many things happen. God's ways and purposes are
beyond us. “The secret things belong to the Lord our God” (Deuteronomy
29:29, NASB). Through Tsaiah, the Lord reminds us, “For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my wavs higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughis " (Isaiah 55:9).

But there is still sensc to be made from the tsunamy.

Sometimes God Explained
If God were to speak from tleaven and say, “T am doing this [or this
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reason,” we would know. Soraetimes God did reveal that He was the imme-
diate canse of a disasier, The Bible suys that “the Lord hurled a great storm
on the sea” when Jonah fied from his presence (Jonah 1:4). God was direct-
ty behind that storm, with a specific purpose for causing it.

Likewise, through the prophecy of Joel, the Lord foretold that He would
send a plague of locusts as punishment lor the sins of Jerusalera and Judah
{loel 1:1-280). When God reveals Hig mind, then we may know! As the lat-
ter part of Deuteronomy 29:29 says, “... buwt the things revealed belong to
us and 16 owr sons forever, that we may vbserve all the words of this law.”

But God rarely identifics a natural diaster or occurrence with a special
purpese of His.

No Special Meaning

Jesus said that, among other things, “there will be fumines and earth-
quakes’ {Matthew 24:7), but that these would not be signs of the end or of
any immediate activity of God which would deserve the attention of the dis-
ciples. “But all these things ave mevely the beginning of birth pangs ™ (versc
8). So “for Jesus all these things were mercly preliminary™ (Jack P. Lewis,
The Gospel According to Matthew, Part 11 [Sweet, 1976], p. 122).

This means that Jesus’ followers could not tie the famines and earth-
guakes to the direct action of God or 1o some purpose of His in history.
Perhaps He was the imumediate cause of a certain natural ocurrence, which
had behind it a divine reason, but it was not something that humans could
discern ot with which they should be concerned, in terms of God’s history
of redemption.

How, then, should we consider the natural disasters that happen today?

When We Suffer

If they happen to us, we should consider that the suffering and damage
we have experienced are not a punishment from Crod, but that they are a sign
that this world has been injured by man's sin and that our planet has been
“subjected to futitity’ and “groans” in its present state (Romans 8:19-22),
In this slate, even innocents will suffer. The earth convulses because it will
be destroyed, “being reserved for five, 7 ... “and the earth and ifs works will
be burned up”' (2 Peter 3:7,10).

Aside from the immediate physical and emotional nceds that may arise
from an earthquake, tsunamyi, volcano, flood, famine or other natoral ocur-
rence, we must consider that the Earth is destined to be destroyed. The
destruction we have witnessed, the suffering which we have experienced, is
but a prelude to the final and definitive end of this world. 'We must prepare
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for clernily! If we live but for this world, woe to us! {Comparc 1
Corinthians 15:19.)

If I have sought lor God and obeyed His gospel, in the final day “fhis
perishable will have put an the imperishable, and this mortal will have put
on immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:534). With faith in God and hope of
receiving a “kingdom which cannot be shaken” (Hebrews 12:28), we may
say with all confidence and courage:

“Gad is our refuge and strength,

A very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change
Awnd though the mountains slip into the heart of the seu;
Though its waters roar and foam,

Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride.”

(Psalm 46.1-3)

When Others Suffer

If the tragedies happen to others, our first concern should be to offer aid.
On this occasion, that has been the response of many around the world, and
this is right and proper. When Agabus prophesied in Antioch of a world-wide
famine, that church, instead ol debating the problem of evil or the why of nat-
ural disasters, immediately decided to help the Christians affected in Judea.
“And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them
determined to send a contribution for the velief of the brethren living in
Judea” (Acts 11:29). So they [ulfilled the spirit of Paul’s exhortation, “So
then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially
to those who are of the household of the juith” (Galatians 6:10),

The greatest good we may do, of coarse, is to point others to the need
for salvation heyond this life. Every opportunity should be taken to preach
the gospel and share the blessed hope of eternal life with God. When the
foundations of life are shaken, we may rightfully point to the arrival of the
new hcaven and new carth, whore “fhere is no longer any yea” (Revelation
21:1). Every source of evil will be banished, and thus every reason for cry-
ing and sorrow will vanish (verse 4).

God did not drown in the tsunami, nor did the waves wash away our
hope. On the conirary, it proved once again the brevity of life, the fragilily
of our world, and the solidity of our faith in the God who loves and offers
much more in eternal biiss. i
J. Randal Matheny preaches the gospel in Brazil and edits Forthright Magazine
{www _forthright.net).
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FROM THE HEART OF...

The Tsunami

Reports on Tsunami Relief Efforts of the Church
We continue to be in contact with brethren in the arcas afllected by the

tsunami of December 26, 2004, Knowing that you are concerned, we are
including in this issue of The Veice of Truth International some of the
reports we have received.

From Vernon Douglas (Swamy) in Tamil Nadu, India

The word “tsunami’ itsclf was new to many of us. Our local news chan-
nels reported nearly 3000 dead by midnight of December 26, and the count-
ing was increasing. Immediately P.R. Swamy tried to contact all our preach-
ers in the coastal areas. Except one or two, we were nat able to gel anyone,
80 we were getting worried. We decided to go as a tcam to sce firsthand
what was going on. Vernon Douglas, Joseph Ullahanan, Vivckanandan and
John left on 30" December on this special trip. The route taken was via the
west coast (Kerala side) down to the southernmost point of Tndiz and then
onward along the east coast till Chennai and then back to Bangalore.
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When we arrived at Alleppey (Kerala) in the early morning, we started
hearing different people talking about tsunami and the death ioll near that
arca to be nearly 200, with many missing. Onc ¢yewitness said that he saw
the wave come and bury 20 people standing on the shore. We visited one
Catholic center which had been converled into a refugee camp for those
ullected by the tsunami. We met a Catholic priest who had just come back
froma Tamil Nadu area after burying 143 dead bodies in a mass grave. While
we were talking, many of the affected families from nearby areas started
coming into the center in panic. By now we were very shaken up.

We proceeded to Trivandrum and then onward 1o Kanyakumari arca,
We halted for the night at Marthandam and ushered in the New Year with a
quiet prayer for the victims in a small hotel room. The same day we took
another preacher, King Solomon, in the morning and started meeting the
other prcachers. QOne preacher, Samue! Raj, had aiso just returned from
Collachal arca which was decply affected. Boats had been thrown half a
kilometer inland. Debris was there everywhere. Hundreds had been killed
and many missing. He had gone to sec if his contacts were all right, but he
couldn’t find them. Their homes were all destroyed, and he was totally dis-
traught.

From there we went to Nagercoil area where our preacher, brother P.
Selvaraj lives very near the point where the Indian Occan and the Bay of
Bengal meet. Here the waves had come as high as 35 fect. Eycwimesses
said that just before the tsunami came, the sea had rcceded and people had
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gone following the water into the sea when the tsunami suddenly came and
created havoc in the area. Hundreds were immediately killed. Al these
people were tourists and locals who had gone lor their ceremonial {Hindu)
bathing.

All the members of the church were worshipping at their respective
meeting places when the tsunami occurred. These meeting places are locat-
ed inland {rom the beach area, so none of them were destroved. Only fisher-
men folk live so close to the sca. None ol our members were affected in any
way, $0 far as we have been able to learn,

swamy rang me on the cell phone and told me to visit a family in a vil-
lage where 4 or 5 had died. They were relations of Shankar, en¢ of our
preachers in Bangalore. Their property had been damaged, but they had
escaped.

We then proceed to Madurai and halted for the night. The next day
being Sunday, we worshiped at Arapalayam church of Christ. One sister
who hud been baptized by Swamy had had her family affected. Tler parents
live in the coastal arca of Cuddalore where the major damage had been
done, She is studying in Madurai in an engineering college staying in a hos-
tel. She 1s a Hindu covert, and all her hostel inmatcs had criticized her for
having become a Christian. They even said that it was because she had
becorae a Christian that such a calamity had struck her family. So we took
Milton, the preacher from Madurai, and went to visit the place were her
family stays.

The people there told us to go the Taluk office or the local administra-
tion office tor information regarding the girl’s family. The Minister of the
area, along with the appointed 1. A.S {(bureaucrats), were scated in deep dis-
cussions, planning measures to prevent the spread of epidemics. The place
was also [illed with charity agencies [rom various parts of Tndia. Truckloads
of life-saving medicines from Bangalore were there. The place was a bee-
hive of activity.

We were told to go to a particular refugec camp where viclims from
that particular village were housed. Crowds were everywhere, but the camp
authorities told us that those people had gone back to their village to sce the
extent of damage that had been done. [t was late und dark, but we just
couldn’t e back without seeing these souls.

We followed the directions given and started on an unforgettable jour-
ney into the area just 30 meters from the sea. The way was dark ang the
roads were very badly damaged. On both sides of the road shattered fishing
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boats were lying. There was a stench all around. Bleaching powder had
becn strewn all around the places where the dead bodies had been taken.
Evcryone cautioned us against going any further. We did not heed their
advice but went on. Along the way we saw the houscs had been totally
damaged. At a particular place a man was seated and crying looking af a
mound of sand.

We saw a group of boys standing and went to them to enguire about
Mr. K. Anjappan whao is the father of the girl. One of the boys looked at us
in a funny way and came to us and said, “1 know him. Why do you want to
meet him?” [ said I was coming from Madurai and that his daughter had
asked me to see how they were doing, He then said that Mr. Anjappan was
his father and that they had had a very miraculous escape. He went to bring
his family.

In the meantime, a few people gathered around us. Slowly they started
telling their experiences. They were in tears. A lady carrying a baby came
and said, “My two other daughters are dead. What will I do? Have you
come to do any social service here? We don’t need anything. Can you
bring back our dead from the sea? We trusted the sca so much all our lives,
We worshiped the sea. We prayed to it daily. Why did this happen to us?
We can never go back to the sea again. The sca has betrayed us. We are not
at all confident about the sea. The sea has cheated us.”
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The boy came back with his father and mother, and we asked them what
happened. They said that all of them were sitting In the house when the
tsunami came, Theirs was a solid house, so they ran 1o the rooftop. The
water rose up to the terrace level. Their boy had been carried away by the
wave, about SO0 meters. He clung to the branches of a wree and somchow
managed to cscape.  All around them, household articles and bodies were
floating by. Their other boy had been swept away, but somehow another
person on another trec had put out his hand and caught him and saved him.
Sull ene of their children is missing.

We gave our address and details and promised to return when we came
back. The whole team by now was very much upscl. We cut short our trip
and came back to Bangalore. In actuality, thousands more than the news
report have died. We have asked all our preachers 1o search for affected
families who are connected with them and to keep sending us their reports.

From Philemon Rajah of Madurai

Brother, T am writing this letter since the mother ol one of our Ellis
Nagar church membets, a bhind brother, cxpired in Andaman and Nicobar
islands. She worked in the government there and was a main support to this
brother tinancially, for his daily living.

Since the Tsunami attacked the Andaman and Nicobar islands very
badly, she was caught and died. Now our church member, this blind brother
is helpless, We camestly request you fo kindly pray for him as he is in a
very pathetic situation. He is even unable to go and attend his mother’s bur-
ial because Andaman is far from India, and he would have to go by air,

We are concerned about this brother, because he used to ofien come
with us to the ministry among the blind people and is active in the church.

From Andrew Banjarnahor in lndonesia

Today is a busy day for us in distributing things to refugee camps of
tsunami from Aceh here in Medan., Yesterday we distributed noodles and
mincral water, and some money wc put in the envelopes with our brochures
in two refugee camps among families of denominational people, and in
Gunung Krakatau Mctal, mostly Chinese,

Today we gavce larger amounts; 70 rice sacks, each 10 kilogrars, soap
144, peaches, sugar 100 kilograms, noodles 10 boxes, and aqua 10 boxes.
W¢e rented a pick-up truck to carry those things (o the Chinese refugec camp.

Yesterday I told to the coordinator there, Mr, Akiong, thal we are from
the church of Christ, and asked if we can give some money in the envelopes,
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along with a tract. He said no for money but instead we can give food and
personal supplies, and he allowed us to distribute some Christian literature.
Se, we have a great opportunity to offer tracts and Bible Correspondence
Courses, and they set a table for us.  Some people come 1o our 1able asking
for Bible lessons, and our mission team (Lingaro Halawa, Sitelli Buulcle,
Rajagukguk, Uli and myself) are ministering to them,

Mr. Akiong told me that all the refugees there registered 7000 people.
2000 are living in houses in surrounding areas, and 250 people without any
link to tamilies or friends stay in the camp itself. 70% are Buddhist, 30%
denominational, and almost none are Muslim. In all of our brochurces and
BCC we stamped “Free Bible Course” with our address and also our wor-
ship and Bible Class schedule so that they can visit us. Some of the leaders
thanked us, and 1 told them that this is the bencvolent work we are doing in
showing the love of Christ, in a combined effort from US churches and
nationai churches in Tndonesia,

From Bill McDonough of Partners in Progress in Indonesia
I'm in Medan, Indonesia where all the posturing is being done to help
the victims in Indonesia. Meeting with other NGO’s, UN agencies,
Government, elg,
There arc 45+ congregations in the Island of Nias, which is one of the
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two islands the wave hit, and since it is the lesser of the two, little is being
done to help them, We are working through very capable brethren there 1o
help.  Some of the church members lost their homes, hundreds of others did
also, Immediate relief is being given. bul again, they need pots, pans, dish-
es, lanterns, cooking fuels, and brethren are distributing these widely. They
arc meeting with local officials and families and wili begin helping to
rcbhuild the small homes. A house can be rebuill for $2400 to $3000, and
these will house ten to fiftecn people. So we will be doing some of that as
the brethren determine who and where the greatest needs are.

They are already thinking evangelism, and wc have tried to help them
see how they can de this through the relief effort, with good capable
brethren. The man heading up the cfforl for us is a retired Government
Auditor who preaches full time, living on his retirement income. He knows
everyone, is dedicated to the Lord and is very capable.

From Steve Cate and Jim Karl, Nias in Indonesia

[ arrived in Jakarta on Wednesday afternoon at 3 PM. It took until 8
PM to reach my house because of [looding. This is the rainy season and we
do expect rain, but here in my ncighborhood we have been having torrential
storms every night. The roof leaks, but so far no major water inside the
house.

Nias is my goal, and I hope to visit the island next week; but in the
mean time here is part of a report from Jim Karl with whom ']l be working,
He is bringing a team of doctors and medical care professionals {o Nias in
March. I'l be onc ol his translators or evangelists or ditch diggers or what-
ever is needed.

As I supposed, and according 1o Jim, the damage to Nias is under-
reported in the media, and there is a great nced there. The moncy sent to me
will go to help our brethren first. We bave nearly 4000 brethren on the
island in about 49 congregations. T think more congregations have been
established since my last count. Since | was the first missionary from
churches of Christ to visit the island and baptize people there, my heart is
with this effort.

Here is Jim’s report:

“Yesterday was another WOW day. We spent most of the day at the
military post at the airports waiting for military transport to Banda Acch,
That does not sound very WOW does it? While at the airport the President
of Indenesia came through 1o visit with the Indonesian military men and
women. He came o me, stopped, and we shook hands as | introduced
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FROM THE HEART OF, . .

myscll. 11told him of our planned mission to Nias. 1 knew he had visited Nias
a few days before, so T asked if he did not think the destruction was worse than
reported to date. He replied, “Much worse,” and thanked us for our planned
medical team and wished us the very best. T took his picture and told him
maybe | could make him a movie star, but he felt that he had a job already.

“I also met with the Indenesian Foreign Minister two different times.
He indicated that he wanted a report of our work afler pur firsi medical team
trip. We were not able to go to Banda Aceh as planned, which way okay
with me. My heart 15 in Nias, plus there is a great need for s to be there.
Aceh is a nearly 100% Muslim province with very little opportunity to teach
,and team safety is a concern there. Nias is 85-90% “Christian” island with
aboui a million people and is very open to teaching. They received us with
open arms, and there is no major concern about team safety.”

From Salvador Cariaga, Philippines

[ am back in Cebu lor a brief time with the family before rejoining the
MARCH for CHRIST group to Sri Lanka next week. My brother, Dr. Sam
Cariaga and 39 other Filipino and American medical and church workers
will [cave tomorrow allernoon. Their India schedule was cancelled because
the government refused visas to the whole tcam. The organizers, led by
Chito Cust, suspected that it is because the group is a Christian-based relief
effort. Sri Lanka, on the other hand, waived the lecs and welcomed the
coming ol the Medical Mission. Since that country is the second-hardest hit
by the tsunami, the need there is greater anyway. A local church is working
in partnership with the rclief cffort.

I missed the opportunity to join another relicl mission last week in
Luzon. My cousins, Bert and Jun Patricio delivered boxes of goods donated
by our Cebu churches. Cash donated by Cebu and US churches through me
was also given o brethren who were affected by the major typhoon last
month. A few WRBS students were also helped. Over 1,400 people were
killed in that calamity and thousands were left homeless. This 1s Jun’s sec-
ond trip there, His first one was with MARCIT a few weeks ago wherce they
served meals and provided medical attention to the victims. He thinks that
the church relicf ctforts are paving the way for ug to plant new churches in
that area,

We thank God for the hearts of His children whe have been stirred
by the pathetic plight of these peaple. May many souls be brought to
the eternal home through these efforts of agape love. T
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We Need Your Help Now!!!

Brethren, we are constantly receiving requests for THE VOTCE OQF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL. They come lrom Ghana, Nigeria, Malawi,
South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, India, Philippines, and mauy other
couniries. Bat il costs money to print this magazine and it costs money to
send them out. What can we do? Will we turn a deaf ear to these
requests? Or will we respond and put into their hands the kind of litera-
iure that will teach them the truth, along with extra copies to share with
their fricnds? Don’t tell me that no onc is inlcrested, that no one will
respond to the gospel. My brethren, there are millions right now who are
calling out for help,

We have printed over 65,000 copies of one issue of THE VOICE OF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL, but our goal is to print over 100,000
copies of each issue. With that volume they will cost only 30 cents a copy.
Our printer will package and address them for $3.00 per bag, and then the
postage for 35 copies in an M-Bag is $11.00. That means that we can
print and ship one box of the magazines to a foreign address for approxi-
matcly $35.00, providing literature for 35 people (times the ten that will
read each copy — 35!). Can you as a congregation or an individual
afford $35.00 2 month 10 help us send 4 boxes a year (it’s a quarterly) of
the magazinc Lo someone who is pleading with us to receive it?

Will they read them? Will they share them? 100 per cent, yes. We
arc doing the work to print them. Will you help us lo send them? Our
heart cries out with theirs to be heard. We awail your response, Please
send $35.00 a month, beginning foday.

To help with this particular need, please send yvour checks to

THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL
Box 72, Winona, MS 38967

For Subscriptions only:

(Return this form in an envelope, along with your check,
to the following address, stating your wishes.)

THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL
Box 11218
Springfield, MO 65808
Att. Byron Nichols




Dear Brethren:

T | want to subscribe to the quarterly magazine, THE VOICE OF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL. Enciosed is my check for $12.00 for four
issues, or $20.00 for eight issues, starting with Volume ____. My
address is given below.

(1 twant to order the complete set of valumes in print {44 issues}
for the reduced price of $2.00 per copy. My address is given below.

0 Please send special prices for WBS teachers and their stu-
dents.

3 | want to MAKE A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION ot The Voice oF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL. Enclosed is my check for $12.00 for four
issues, or $20.00 for eight issues, starting with Volume . The
address is given below.

O | want 1o send $25.00 per month (or a multiple), for a box of
35 copies {or multipies) of each issue of the magazine as they are
printed. Churches are also urged to use boxes in this way.

3 Wewanttogive$_____ each month to help send this maga-
zine to mission fields of the world.
71 We wantto give $ each month to help send this maga-

zine to congregations in mission fields in the US.

O As acongregation we want to help print and circulate
100,000 copies of each issue of this magazine by making a spe-
cial contribution to this effort. We can specity where the copies we
pay for will be used, whether in our personal work, in jail ministry,
overseas, or . . .

T  This congregation wants to have 500 copies (for $500, plus
shipping) special-printed of the next issue, with our (or our mis-
sionary’s) address, to be shipped directty to us or to him, as per
instructions.

NAME

STREET

CITY STATE ZIP




ANSWERS TO PUZZLES

N

o ~No

12
13.

. That he had lived in all good conscience

Vense Searck — 45 (from page 27)

before God until that day.

To strike him on the mouth.

He began to explain that for the hope of the
resurrection from the dead — which the
Pharisees believed but the Saducees
denied — he was being charged and tried.
That they found no fault in Paul, and that
they did not want to be found fighting
against God,

He was afraid that Paul would be pulled to
pieces, so he went down and rescued him by
force and took him into the barracks.
Testified; Jerusalem,; bear witness; Rome.

Sarah

. Not to eat or drink until they had killed Paul.
. To suggest that the commander bring Paul again to the council, on the

pretext of hearing more from him, but they would kill him en route.

. Paul's sister's son.
10.
;= |

He asked a centurion to take his nephew to the commander; no.

He let the young man depart, instructing him to tell no one what he had
revealed to the commander.

Two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearsmen.
They were to leave under cover of night (at the third hour), and Paul was
to be mounted on an animal, so that he could reach Caesarea and the
governor, Felix, in safety.

. A letter, recounting the history of Paul's case.
. That he would hear his case when his accusers had also come down.
. Prayers.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
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Photographs from
Thailand, Indonesia and India,
showing the devastating effects of the tsunai

Front Cover: A lone figure at the site of a mass grave in South India.
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