


Help Is Just
a Prayer Away

While on earth we know we’re strangers
And as vagabonds we roam
'Tis a pathway filled with dangers

That we have to travel home.

Oft it’s hard to keep on going
In this struggle day by day
But there’s comfort found in knowing

Help is just a prayer away.

When temptations sore beset us
And we’re drowning in dismay
We've a friend Who won’t forget us

And will hear us when we pray.

Oft is clouded with despair
Help devine decends from heaven

When we go to God in prayer.

— Harry Presley
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THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST SALUTE YOU

(ROMANS 16:186),




BAPTISM is cur entrance inte Christ (Galatians 3:26,27).
BAPTISM is our entrance intv the body of Christ (I Corinthians 12:13).
BAPTISM is the birth into the Kingdem of God (John 3:3-5).
BAPTISM is the water in which we arc washed by the blood of Christ
{Romans 6:3,4).
As the flood bore up the ark and saved Neah and his [amily,
“there is also an antitype which now saves us, namely BAPTISM (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer aof a good conscience
toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” {1 Peter 3:21).

|  CONFESS JESUS AS LORD: ACTS 8:37 |
[ REPENT OF SINS: LUKE 13:3 |

BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS GOD'S SON : JOHN 8:24 I
I » HEAR THE GOSPEL: ROMANS 10:17 |

Wha€ Must€ | Do

to Be
Saveo?



Jesus said,
“Upon this rock I will build MY CHURCH...”
(Matthew 16:18).

A 33, the day of Pentecost Acts 2

We read in the New Testament of the church {(Ephcsians
3:10), the church of God (! Corinthians 11:22), the family of
God (Ephesians 3:15), the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:22-
27), the body of Christ {1 Corinthians 12:27), the kingdom
of Christ (John 18:36), and other designations, all referring to
the ONE group of people, separated from the world through
the spiritual birth into the family of God,

This group is the church which is called after the name
of Christ and which was purchased from the world by His
blood.

Tesus taught of ene church, He died for one family, He
saves one body, and He is returning for one bride,

If Jesus began only one family, and He is coming back for the one
bride that wears His name, HOW IS IT THAT WE HAVE HUN-
DREDS AND THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES IN THE WORLD
TODAY? When did Jesus begin those churches? Or if Jesus did
not begin them,

WHY were they started,

WHO started them,

HOW were they started,

WHEN were they started?

and WHO has promised to save their members?

“.ofrom among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after themselves... (Acts 20:30).

WHY were other churches started? Perverse things began to be taught.

WHO did this? Mcn.

HOW did men start churches that compete with the church ot Christ?
They drew away disciples after themselves.

WHEN were these churches started? History shows that the

Gnostics separated in the first century, Roman Catholics in 606,

Lutherans in 1530, Baptists in 1607, Methodists in 1729.....,




Can a saved person be lost?

There are religious people who teach that once
a person has been saved, he cannot be lost,
no matter what he does or does not do.

Can a Christian be lost?

1 Jesus said, “t am the true vine,
and My Father is the vinedresser.
2 "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit
He lakes away;
and every branch that bears fruit He prunes,
that it may bear more fruit.
3 "You are already clean because of the word
which | have spoken fo you.
4 "Abide in Me, and | in you.

As the branch cannot bear fruit of itseff,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in Me.

5 " am the vine, you are the branches.

He who abides in Me, and I in him,
bears much fruit;
for without Me you can do nothing.

6 "If anyone does not abide in Me,
he is cast out as a branch and is withered;
and they gather them and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned.

7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you,
you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
8 "By this My Father is glorified,
that you bear much fruit;
so you will be My disciples” (John 15:1-8).

Jesus says a Christian will be lost
IF HE DOES NOT BEAR FRUIT.




EDITORIAL

HAVE YOU BEEN
SCRIPTURALLY

BAPTIZED?

J. C. Choate
Editor-in-Chief

The religious world defines
baptism as being immersion, sprin-
kling. and pouring, with, or in,
water. (thers say that baptism is
in the Spirit only.

Most religious leaders say that
baptism has nothing to do with sal-
vation, that it is merely an outward
sign that one has already becn
saved.

The Bible defines baptism as a burial in water. Paul says that we are
“huried with Him In baptism, in which you also were raised with Him
through faith in the working of God, wha raised Him from the dead”
{Colossians 2:12). To the Romans he wrote, “Or do vou not know that as
many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into Tis
death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into deaih.
that just as Christ was raised from the deod by the glory of the Father,
even so we afso should walk in newnesy of fife” (Romans 6:3,4).

We have one example in Acts 8:26-39 of Philip preaching Christ to a
man from Ethiopia. He understood what Philip was preaching well
enough that when they came 10 a pool of water, he asked what was keep-
ing him from being baptized. The inspired text does not record for us
what Philip taught the eunuch about baptism, but it is obvious that he did
dcal with the subject, and that the eunuch understood its importance,
becausc of the question he asked. Philip answered that he could be bap-
tized, but only it he believed in Christ with all of his heart. The cunuch
replied, “I helieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God ” So, right then and
there — not waiting for days or for some confirmation by humans — they
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stopped the chariot and both Philip and the eunuch went down in the water
s¢ that the Ethiopian man could be immersed with s Lord tor the for-
giveness of his sins, just as Jesus had promised in Matthew 28:18-20 and
Mark 16:15,16.

Now with this man’'s baptism in mind, we ask, “What did Paul say
about baptism?” That it is a burial in water. That i cxactly what the
eunuch experienced on that desert read so long ago.

Again in Romans 6, Paul shows that baptism pictures the Lord’s
death, burial, and resurrection. Just as Christ died on the cross, the sinner
dies to his sins, As Christ was burted in an earthly tomb, the sinner is
buried with Christ in the waters of baptism, and as Christ was resurrected
from that earthly tomb, one is resarrected from his watery grave to live for
the Lord, Paul explained it like this:  “But God be thanked that though
Yyou were slaves of sin, vet vou obeved from the heart that form of doctrine
to which vou were delivered. And having been set free from sin, you
became slaves of righteousness " (Romans 6:17.18).

Pleage note that Paul said that they had been the servants of sin but
that now they had become the servants of righteousncss. What had made
the difference? They had obeyed the Lord. The docirine to which Panl
referred was the gospel: the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The form of the doctrine was their death to sin, their burial in
the waters of baptism, and the resurrection from baptism. As a resuit
of their obedience from the heart, they had become the servants of right-
eousness. Note: the change in masters had not becn accomplished by
“faith alone™ but by obeying God in faith, or with their whole hearts.

Notice also that their baptism was described as being “into the death
of Christ”, That is, they were baptized into the benefits of his death, hav-
ing their sins washed white in the biood of Christ. Through this process,
they were forgtven and experienced the new birth into the tamily of God.

Was there something special or even magical about the water itself?
No, there is no power in water. The power is in faithful obedience to God.
God says the washing away of our sins tzkes place in the waters of bap-
tism (Ephesians 5:25-27; 1 Peter 3:20,21). That is the power in the water
—- that it is the element in which we can obey God and have our sins
washed in the bleod of His Son,

In 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 we read of the facts of the gospel: the death,
burial, and resurrection of Christ. We are told that we must obey the
gospel, but we cannot obey facts. Instead, there are commands that must
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be obeved. These include believing that Jesus is God's Son (“.if you do
not believe that | am He, you will die in vour sins ™ John 8:24); repentance
or turning away from a lifc of sin ("...unless vou repent vou will all like-
wise perish” Luke 13:3); confession of faith in Christ (“If vou believe
with alf your heart, vou may. " And he answered and said, "I believe that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God” Acts 8:37); and immersion in water for
the forgiveness of sins {“Repent, and let every one of vou be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” Acts 2:38).

Obeying these commands enables one to picture in his own obedience
the obedience of Christ in His death, burial, and resurrcction, The com-
mand He madc o His disciples was, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. He who believes und is baptized will be saved;
but he who does not believe wifl be condemned” (Mark 16:13,16). Peter
and the apostles, in preaching the first gospel sermon, told those who had
become believers to, “...repent and be haptized for the remission of sins™
(Acts 2:38). Peter also said in | Peter 3:21 that baptism saves us, just as
Noah and his family were saved by the water when it bore the ark up
above the destruction of the flood. Certainly these passagces are not teach-
ing that “baptism only” saves or that the waters of baptism have saving
power in and of themsclves, but cvery person in the New Testament who
deall with the subject of baptism taught that it is necessary for salvation;
that as one obeys the gospel of Christ in faith and obedience, culminating
in baptism, he is saved by the cleansing blood of Christ.

It is so sad that the majority of belicvers in Christ oppose the simple
act of baptism because they have been told over and over again that water
does nol save or that baptism does not save. It is true that the denomina-
tional concept of baplism is not the scriptural concepl, and thercfore it
cannol save anvonc. But the New Testament clearly teaches that no one
can be saved without the new birth — and the culminating act of the new
birth is baptism.

While the majority in the religious world reject Bible baptism and
deny that it is in any way involved in salvation, most will then require
people to be “baptized” according to the denominational ideas of baptism
in order Lo become a member of their denommmation. 1f baptism 1s not nec-
cssary for salvation, why should men make it necessary for church mem-
bership? Why should it have any importance at all?

Let each one who claims that he is saved without being baptized take
this test: When were vou saved? How long affer that were you bap-
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tized? If you say you were saved at one peint and then one day, two days
or two wecks later you were baptized, how does that harmonize with the
commands we have already rcad in Mark 16:16, Acts 2:3%, and other pas-
sages? Also, Galatians 3:27 states clearly that we are baptized into Christ.
So if you say you were saved one day and then baptized two wecks later, it
means that you were saved outside of Christ, hefore you entered Him, “For
you are afl sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of vou as
were baprized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatiang 3:26,.27). Do you
really believe that anyone can be saved cutside of Christ?

Have you been scripturally baptized? You may have become a believ-
er, you may have even been immersed in water. But if you have not
become a believer in Jesus Christ, repenting of your sing, confessing Him
a$ your Lord (not confessing that you are a sinner), and if you have not
been baptized to have your sins washed away in the blood of Christ, then
you have not been scripturally baptized and — according 1o the Scriptures
— you are not saved, you are not in Christ, and you have not been added
to the Lord’s church. 1f this description fits your situation, maybe you fecl
angry as you read these words. Maybe you are thinking, “It is wrong to
judge. Who are you to say I'm not saved? that T’m not in Christ, and that
my sing have not been forgiven?”

And you would be right if 1 were the one deing the judging and the
one saying that you arc not saved. But the irony is that you, yourself,
are the one saying these things about your own spiritual condition. How?
You arc saying that you are not saved because you are denying the very
words and commands of our Savior. Tn His very face you are having the
audacity to say that what He commanded is not necessary, and that you
have the knowledge and authority to claim salvation without being bap-
tized into His death. You have pitted vourself against Christ and the writ-
ers of the New Testament. Their very words will be there to judge your
condition in the last day: “He who rejects Me, and does not veceive My
words, hus that which judges him — the word that T have spoken will
fudge him in the last day. For | have not spoken on My own authority;
but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what [ should say and
what I showuld speak. And [ know that His command is everlasting life.
Therefore, whatever | speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak”
(John 12:48-50),

Do you want 10 be saved? Listen io the Lord. Believe in Him and
obey Him. God’s grace will then save you, [t is as simple as that. *
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ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

THOSE BEREANS
AND
THESSALONIANS

Byron Nichols
Managing Editor

A very notable verse of Scripture
is found in Acts 17. Here we find Paul
preaching to both Jews and Gentiles in
Berea. Luke compliments the BBereans
as he says in 17:11: “These were more fair-minded (nable-KIV) than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and searched
the Scripiures daily to find out whether these things were so.”" Notice that Luke
calls them “noble”, or “fair-minded”, and he bases his asscssment of them on
ilwo actions taken by them:

(1) “they received the Word with all readiness.”
(2) they “searched the Scriptures daily to find oul whether these things
were 50,

Now lct’s go over 1o 1 Thessalonians. Luke has just told us in Acts 17:11
that the Thessalonians didn’t measure up to the Bereans. However, as we read
Paul’s letter to the Christians of Thessalonica, we must conclude that the com-
parison in Acts 17 was with the unbelieving Jews of Thessalonica, and nol with
those who became Christians there. 1 call your attention particularly to |
Thessalonians 2:13:  "For this reason we also thank God without ceasing,
hecause when vou received the word of Gaod which you heard from us, you wel-
comed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
also effectively works in vou who helieve.” Paul makes it very clear just why it
is that he csteems them so highly — their acceptance of and attitude toward the
Word of God, the Bible, Surely it is obvious that the church today needs to
emulate those who became Christians in both Berca and Thessalonica by being
carcful studenis of God’s Word., We owc it, both to cursclves and to the Lord,
o weigh and measure all that we hear and read by the standard of the Bible,

Sometimes well-mcaning folks may want to sec some thing or idea imple-
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ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

mented in a congregation, and when it is objected to, their defensive response
may be, “What's wrong with it?” [ want to kindly suggest that that is the wrong
question. § believe that the more proper question would be, “Is it authorized by
the Bible?” We must have Biblical support for our belicfs and practices.

Those who preach and leach will certainly be held accountable for what
they say (James 3:1). But, we as hearers arc also responsible for comparing
what we hear with what the Bible says on the subject. If the Bible endorses the
tcaching, we arc obligated to accept it. If the teaching is in conflict with the
Bible, we must reject it.

Most unfortunately. it continues o be true in the 21st century just as it was
in the 1st century, that there are occasionally (hose who are not so well-meaning,
who come along with new doctrines and plans in an effort Lo gain followers for
themselves, rather than for Christ. This is not merely a chacge that comes from
rash and harsh self-righteous judgmentalism — it is a factual reality borne out in
Scripture. 1f we arc faithful to the cxample of the Bereans and Thessalonians,
we will already be familiar with the heart-rending warning that the apostle Paul
stated regarding not only false teachers in general, but even regarding clders in
the church, as he poured out his heart 1o the elders of the Ephesus congregation
in Acts 20:27-31:

“For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.
Therefore take heed fo yourselves and to all the flock, among which the lloly
Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which 1le pur-
chased with His own blood. For I know this, that after iny depoarture savage
wolves will come in among you, nol sparing the flock. Also from vourselves men
will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them-
sefves. Therefore watch, and remember that for three vears [ did not cease to
warn evervone night and dayv with tears.”

In ihe Old Testament both Isaiah {30:10) and Jeremiah {12:6) told of some
folks who desired “smooth words”. We all like 1o hear those words that are
smooth, that dare soothing (o our ears. We can sometimes eat somwething that
really tastes great when we eat it, but it may cause indigestion for hours atter-
wards. Smooth words can likewisce sound really great when we hear them, but
they may cause us untold heartache later. The words of the Lord arc truth, and
are not always smooth.

T'm sure that many of us have heard the saying that “attiude determines
altitude™, and there’s a lot of truth in that. Let me suggest that attitude will also
determine our eternal destiny. This beging with our attitude toward God’s
Inspired Word. May God help us all to be fully committed to letting the Bible
be our sole authority in all marters pertaining 1o Christianity. i
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GOoD

O God, Please
Be Jealous of Me/!

Michael L. King

It is not uncommon during
courtship for one member of a pair
to conduct himself or herself in such
a way as to intentionalty incite jeal-
ousy in the other. This is usually
done to extracl a confirmation of
onc’s love and affection. There is a
measure of personal satislaction in
having significant others “fight”
over us Lo secure our loyalty and
devotion.

The nation of Isracl was select-
ed to be God’s love. He heaped His
alfection and Ilis providence upon
them, but, sadly, in futility. He
instructed them to “have no other
gods before me ... thou shalt not
how down thyself fo them, nor serve
them: for I the Lord thy God am a
Jealous God” (Exodus 20:4,5). This
appeal was repcated with similar
sentiments, usually pleading for
them to avoid giving attention to
other gods.

Hear God’s repeated reminder
as the Children of Isracl arc
approaching the Promised Land:
“Ye shall not go after other gods, of
the gods of the people which are
round about you; For thy God is a
Jjealous God among vou lest the

i3

anger of the Lovrd thy God be kin-
dled against thee, and destroy thee
Jram off the face of the earth”
{Deuteronomy 6:14,15).

The entrance of the lsraclites
inte Canaan was contingent upon
iheir total devotion and loyalty to
God (Deutcronomy 6:18). We
know in advance how the last chap-
ter of their history concluded. The
Northern Kingdom was sent inte
Assyrian captivity in 722 B.C.
under Sargon, and beginning in 589
B.C., the Southern Kingdom was
held hostage for seventy years in
Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar.

It would be easy to conclude
that God was harsh or extreme in
His demands. Our attitude changes
when we realize the reason for
(ind’s jealousy. Moses cxplains:
“For thou art an holy peaple wmito
the Lord thy God. the Lord thy God
hath chosen thee to be a special
people unto himself, above all peo-
ple that are upon the face of the
earth. The Lavd did not set his love
upon you, nor choose vou, hecause
ve were more in number than any
people; for ve were the fewest of afl
people: But because the Lord loved



GoD

you ... brought you out ... redeemed
vou ... keepeth covenont and mercy
with them that love him and keep his
commandments (o a thousand gen-
erations 7 {Dguteronomy 7:6-93.
Israel had been the recipient of
God’s marvelous love but persisted
in provoking their God to wrath,
They rebelled against Him frem the
time of deliverance from Egyptian
bondage to their arrival at the
Promiscd Land (Deuteronomy 9:7).

Keep in mind, “whatsoever
things were written aforetime were
written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope”
{(Romans 15:4}. The lesson for us is
that “God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son” (John
3:16), through whosc blood the
church was purchased { Acts 20:28b)
and through whom sins are washed
away (Revelation 1:5).

Man today faces the same
threat of being “drawn away of his
own lust and enticed. Then when
tust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death” (James
1:14,15). God does not want us to
have an “atfair” with the god of this
world, causing us to be drawn away
from His love. Instead, Tie desires
that “the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, wha iy the image of God,
should shine on them” (2
Corinthians 4:8). He has promised
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us “all things that pertain unto life
and godiiness” (2 Peter 1:3), in
addition to “every spiritual blessing
in heavenly places in Christ”
{Ephesians 1:3). We reciprocate
that love by obedicnce to Christ
(John 14:15).

Great hurt comes to the heart of
God when we “fall away”, for in
doing so we “crucifv...the Son of
God afresh, and put him fo an open
shame " (Hebrews 6:6).

The desire of every individual
whose gaze is set on heaven should
be for God to be jealous of him or
her. His unlimited love for His cre-
ated deserves total devotion of
heart, soul, strength, and mind in
return(Luke 10:27). Could we be
guilty of “proveking the wrath of
God” by flirting with the god of this
world and rejecting the love of
God? The song writer cxpressed
what our response should be: “O
love that will not let mc go, [ rest
my weary soul in Thee; T give thee
back the life T owe, that in Thine
ocean depths its flow may richer,
fuller be.” &

Michael L. King preaches for the
Lakeside Church of Christ in Qrange
Park, Florida, USA.
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"1f you love Me, keep
My commandments”
(John 14:15).
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Jesus, the Lawyer
Focr the
Christian’s Defense

Gary C. Hampton

Having proven sin to be a part
of everyone’s lile in the first chapter
of his letter, John, the aposle, has-
tened to show that it should not be
counted as normal, and therefore a
thing in which onc should indulge.
John wrote as an aged man in the
faith to those much younger. 1le
used endearing words that a mother
might usc as she held and caressed
onc of her own children.

The Christian’s goal should
ever be sinlessness, that is, not even
committing one act of sin. When a
Christian does sin, he keeps on hav-
ing {present tense) an advocate,
which Thayer delines as “‘one who
pleads another’s cause with one, an
intereesser.” The Holy Spirit s
described by Jesus as “anather
advocate” (Tohn 14:16; see also
14:26; 15:26; 16:7). Satan is the
Christian’s accuser and Jesus is the
defense attorney (Revelation 12:10).
The case i3 pled before God’s
divine bar of justicc. Jesus is
“with”, or by the sidc of, the Father,
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thus ever ready to defend His saints
{compare Luke 12:8; Acts 7:56).

Woods notes, “There is no article
belore the word *righteousness” in the
Greek text. The meaning is, Jesus, a
Righteous One, pleads the cause of
unrighteous enes. Only the pleading
of such an Advocute could possibly
avail.” What good would come [rom
one unrightcous one appealing to God
in behalf of another?

Christ is the propitiation, or as
Thayer says, “thc means of appcas-
ing”, for the sins of individual
Christians. God’s wrath is divected
at sin. Christ came to provide the
means of the removal of that wrath.
John says for “our sin”, which
includes him in the group needing
that great sacrifice. Jesus® gift is
available 1o the whole world if they
will but accept it in obedicent faith (1
John 2:2; John 3:16,17;, Romans
3:24-26}. @
Gary C. Hampton preaches for the

Jefferson Avenue Church of Christ in
Cookeville, Tennessee, USA.
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Sometime back I was watching
on TV the press conference of
the U.5. Defense Sccretary, Donald
Rumsfeld. He was replying to ques-
tions regarding WMD in Traq, when
he made the following remarks to
once of the questions: “There are
known knowns, there are things we
know we know. There are known
unknowns; we
know therc arc
some things we
don’t know.

-a nmn
'\n.‘tf:‘,x

turally speaking, therc are unknown
unknowns, the ones we don’t know
we don’'t know, as Moses wreotle in
Deutcronomy 29:29: “The secret
things belong to the Lord our God,
but those things which are revealed
belong fo us and to our children for-
ever, that we may do aff the words of
this faw.”

The ap-

BT T L R it
Ceny mae g, e e % ostle John ex-
B <& horted Chris-
3% tians with

But there are | _ “::i' these words:
aiso unknown 3 " RN W “Behold whar
unknowns — {\, nk wns & manner of love
the onecs we ? - nQ“ W the Father has
don’t know we ST __‘:.-O AN :;:_ hestowed on
don’t know.” %‘;;w m:§,_gnn&:0a“~d us, that we

I thought :" At ‘}c)..:' Al “\\3’:';. should  be
it was very %wmmﬁ\xé-i%mmw&% called chil-
interesting, dren of God!

even from the standpoint of Scripture.
It is true that there are things we
know we know. Just as the Psalmist
wrote in Psalm 19:1, “"The heavens
declare the glory of God; und the
Jirmament shows Hiy handiwork.”
Hec also wrote, “The fool has said in
his heart, ‘There is no God’ (Psalm
14:1}. We know that God is the
Creator of the whole universe. 1t is
evident. But then, there are things
we know are there, lor the Bible
tells us aboul them, but we do not
know where they are. Such as,
hades, and heaven, and hell. These
arc known unknowns. Also, Scrip-

Therefore the world does not know
us, because it did not know Him.
Beloved, now we are children of
God; and it has not yet been
revealed what we shall be, but we
know that when He is revealed, we
shall be like Him, for we shall see
Himt as He is” {1 John 3:1.2)%

The apostle is saying that now,
at present, we know that we are
children of God. We know this,
[irst, becausc what God in Christ
has done for us, making Him the
propitiation for our sins through His
decath on the cross {1 John 1:10).
Secondly, because we have believed
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in Him and have
obeyed His command
to be saved (Mark
16:163. But it has not
yet been revealed to us
what we shall be in the
future, atter the resur-
rection of the body (1
Corinthians.15:50-53).
Yet, when Christ is
revealed, we shall be
like Him. for we shall
see ITim as Ile is.

Men have always
been curious about
what form we will have
in cternity. But God
has not revealed that to
us yet. And there must
be a good reason for
Him not to have done
that. What we know,
however., from the
Bible is only this, that when our Lord Jesus Christ will be revealed from heav-
en, He will transform our lowly carthly bodies that they may be conformed to
His glorious body (Philippians 3:21). 1sn't it a wonderful thought! P

God s Way Ik nght

'There 5 no way for. me to lmow
The path in which my feet shouid go,
| To lead me out of darkest night,
Except God 8 Word Hls Way ls nght‘._"'_

"me wh\ere 1 stand I cannnt see’. .

Just how He knows what’s hest for me; o
. Andyct by fmth am:l rl.ot]:ys.lg*ht,, RSRREL
I walk w:tl'l Hlm God’s Way is nght L

Sunny David works with the church of Christ in New Delhi, India.
LT

Picture of God

A little boy was working hard on a drawing, and his daddy
asked him what he was doing. The reply came back, "Drawing
a picture of God." His daddy said, “You can't do that, honey.
Nobody knows what God locks like.” But the little boy was
undeterred and continued to draw. He looked at his picture
with satisfaction and said, very matter-of-factly, “They will in a
few minutes.”
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Both evidence and reason point
convincingly to faith in God. The
charge of “blind faith™, often leveled
against the conviction of believers,
better describes the plight of those
who see a world without God.

“For every house is huilt by
someone, and He that built oll
things is God” (Hebrecws 3:4,
McCord). The existence of a house
suggests a builder. To imagine a
house building itself, or accidentally
exploding into existence, would be
to contemplate the absurd. Such a
nonsensical notion, void of any
empirical, philosophical, or histori-
cal foundation, would be “blind
faith™ to the extreme.

But there is a blind faith even
maore ridiculous.

The unagination that everything
n our universe -— mass and matter,
living tissue and intelligent beings

i8

— has come into existence without
a Designer, without a Maker, has
become a matter of [aith for many
pseudo-scientists of our day. And
with nothing but conjecture and the-
ory to work with, such a faith is
nothing 1f not blind.

Let me put it simply: Which
requires a blinder faith — the
thought of everything coming into
existence from nothing, naturally,
without God? Or the realization
that all things must come from some
source, from some beginning, in this
case, from God?

The Psalmist had it right: “The
heavens declare the glory of
God...The fool has said in his heart,
There is no God” (Psalms 19:1;
53:1). T
Dalton Key preaches for the North

Amarillo Church of Christ in Amarillo,
Texas, USA,
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Jesus once watned: “Whoso-
ever shall say, "You fonl " shall be
in danger of the hell of fire”
(Maithew 5:22). And yet the Lord
elsewhere addressed the scribes and
Pharisees and deciared, “You
Jools ... (Matthew 23:17). While
the superficial student might see a
conflict here, actually, there is none;
the respective passages are address-
ing different matters. In the earlicr
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context, Christ s condemning the
impulsive, insulting use of hateful
epithets for the purposc of venting
one’s personal hostility. “Fool”
(Greck — moros) may be designed
to rcflect upoen the character of an
adversary, in the sense of: *You
scoundsel!”” (Bruce, 1079,

On the other hand, the word
“fool™ (or a kindred term, e.g.,
“foolish™) may be employed calmly
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and objectively to describe someone
who is acfing in a senseless, stupid
fashion. To certain misguided
Christians who were being scduced
away from Christ towards the
Mosaic regime, Paul could say: “O
Joolish Galatians...” (Galatians
3:1). Tt makes for a fascinating
study to explore the sert of person
who is denominated as a “fool” in
Scripture. Let us consider but onc
example — that of the atheist,

A thousand years before the
birth of Jesus, the poet’king of Israel
wrote; “The fool hath said in his
heart, There is no God” (Psalm
14:1). The Hebrew term for “fool”
is nabal, which signifies a “sense-
less” person. Especially is the word
used of one who has “no perception
of ethical and religious claims”
(Brown, et al., 614). In the Greek
version of the Old Testament, the
word rendered “fool” is aphron, lit-
erally, “mindless”. It represents
“the lack of common sense percep-
tion of the reality of things natural
and spiritual” (Vos, 44). In the pas-
suage just cited, the “fool” denies the
existence of God. Elsewhere in the
same book the term describes one
who insults his‘her Creator continu-
ally (Psalm 74:22). The prophet
[saiab employed the word as a
description of the individual who
stands in contrast to a noble-minded
person (lsaiah 32:5).

Why is the onc who affirms
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“there is no God!” a fool? There
are many factors.

First, in defiance of one of the
most clementary principies of logic,
the atheist suggests that “some-
thing” {e.g., the Universe) came
from “nothing”. Victor Stenger, an
atheistic professor at the University
of Hawati, admits that “everyday
experience and common sense” sup-
port the concept that something can-
net come from nothing. Neverthe-
less, he suggests that “common
sense is coften wrong, and our nor-
mal experiences are but a tiny frac-
tion of reality.” If you want to be
an atheist, you must put your “com-
mon sense” on the shelf!

Second, atheists contend that
the entire Universe, estimated to be
20 billion light years across (the dis-
tance light could travel in 20 billion
years at the rate of 186,000 miles
per second), accidentally derived
from a submicroscopic particle of
matter. As one writer ¢xpresses it:
“Astonishingly, scientists now cal-
cualatc that everything in this vast
universe grew out of a region many
billions of times smaller than a sin-
gle proton, one of the atom's basic
particles” (Gore, 705). This is lotal-
ly nonscnsical.

Third, atheism contends that
the marvelousty-ordered Universe,
designated as “Cosmos™ by the
Gireeks because of its intricate
design, is merely the result ol an
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ancient explosion (the Big Bang).
Daocy a contractor pile lumber, brick,
wire, pipe, ctc, on a building site,
blast it with dynamite, and expect a
fine dwelling to result? Is that the
way atheists build their houses? To
so argue is to reveal a truly “sense-
less heart” (ef. Romans 1:21).
Fourth, in spite of millions of
examples in nature which suggest
that biological life can derive only
from a living source, atheists believe
that billions of years ago, life was
accidentally generated from inorgan-
ic materials. Common sense and
experimentation argue otherwise, but
skeptics are willing to abandon logic
and to opt for the myth of “sponta-
neous generation”, because the only
other alternative is “special cre-
ation”. To atheists, that simply is
not a possibility. Why? Because the
fool, for emotional reasons, has
already decided: “There is no God.”
Fifth, atheists believe that
blind, unintelligent forces of nature,
via genetic mutations and the
process of natural selection, pro-
duced the myriads of delightful
creaturcs that inhabit Earth's envi-
ronment. The skeptic can see that a
sitaple pair of pliers, with only four
components, must have been
designed by an iniclligent being, yet
he argues that the human body, with
its 100 trillion constituent elements
(cells), organized into ten magnifi-
cent systems, is merely the resuit of
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a marriage between Mother Nature
and Father Time. How very stupid
such ideology is!

Sixth, atheists believe that from
a tiny speck of inorganic, self-cen-
tered matier, human consciousness
and moral sensitivity evolved. That
1s ullerly ludicrous; can a rock
decide to “think™? Can a proton
“feel” guilt? The notion that moral-
ity has developed merely as a sur-
vival factor (cf. Hayes, 174), is asi-
nine in the exfreme. Plants have
survived; do they possess a moral
code? And what if one decides that
he doesn’t care about a “survival”
principle? Can he do any “wrong”?

When men refuse to have God
in their knowledge, He gives them
up to a “reprobate mind”, i.e., one
which does not “pass the test”
(Romans 1:28). They are not “intel-
lectuals™, as they fantasize; they are
fools. As G.K. Chesterton once
said: “When men cease 1o believe
in God, they do not believe in roth-
ing; they believe in amything!™ 1

Wayne Jackson is the editor of
Christian Courier and lives in Stock-
ton, California, USA.

o chgl
“The eyes of your understanding
being eniightened; that ye may
know what is the hope of his catl-
ing, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the
saints” (Ephesians 1:18),
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We all know one. You know,

those young kids who can rattle off

questions at speeds that would make
most race drivers jealous, “Why is
the sky bluc? Why is water wet?
Whal is dirt made of? Can worms
smell? How do {ax machincs
work?" Whilc we encourage our
young children to tmaginc and pre-

“wash up and get ready for dinner.”,
conveniently changing the subject.
Unfortunately today many par-
ents find themselves reacting to
questions and topics, rather than
planming ahead. As Christian par-
ents, we need to be proactive rather
than reactive. We need to be on the
front line, tcaching our children the

tend, we often are rewarded with
some very colorful, if not mind-
boggling guestions. Most of these
questions we either answer quickly
or simply. and then change the sub-
ject. Or, we use alternative sirate-
gies of diversion like food or
videos.

But what happens when our
children begin asking us tough
questions that have to do with mat-
ters of faith? What happcns when
they come home from school and
want to know how dinosaurs fit in
with the Bible? Or what do we tell
them upon discovering that their
science class is studying evolution?
Oftentimes, these important ques-
tions are left unanswered as our
children are quickly instructed to
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truth about the world around us as
they grow, becausc if we don’t,
there is somcone oul there who 18
eager and willing to teach them
anpther version.

Possessing a belief in God is
not enough. Our children (and
grandchildren?), need to know how
1o defend that beliel. The truth is,
one day in the not-so-distant future,
our children will find their faith
being challenged. Their ability to
handlc that situation will greatly
affect whether they live a life loyal
to God or whether they abanden
Him and His teachings. There ate
literally thousands of evolutionists
currenlly living who once cspoused
a beliel in Christianity. Today they
are aposiates, placing more [aith in
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science than the Word of Ged.

Picture for 2 moment the heart-
breaking scene ol two parents send-
ing their young teenage son off to
fight in a war. As Llears roll down
their faces, they cling to their son,
wishing their hugs could somehow
ward off the impending military
assignment. Dad takes a minute to
have a man-to-man talk with his
son; keeping himself safe. And
mom reminds him they will be there
to support him throughout his
upcoming ordeal.

There could be no mistaking
that this family understands their
sen is going to war. And yet, how
many families realize there is an
ongoing war for their children’s
very souls? It is literally a fight —
enc that evolutionisis, humanists,
and skeptics have been waging for
many decades.

And, sadly, this is a war that
has resulted in thousands of spiritual
casualtics. There are no tears for
this send-off. There arc no man-to-
man talks regarding a son keeping
himself safe. Tragically, many par-
ents are so caught up in their day-lo-
day routines thal they don’t even
rcalize their son or daughter has
been “drafted”. And so, many par-
ents just stand by silently as their
children go into battle for their
souls.

Parents, we need to change this
attitude. [f we are ever going to
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stop the casualtics, we must change
our approach te the dangers our
children face. We must wake up
and realize this is indeed a battle —
a battle in which cur children must
know that we are going to fight
for them until we draw our fast
breath. We must arm them with
the very best equipment to fight this
war. As Christian parents and
grandparents, we must first arm our-
selves with knowledge based upon
evidence, and then be prepared to
tackic some of these “tough ques-
tions™ asked by owur children and
grandchildren. And we must never
be willing to give up.

In Ezckiel 22 we find onc of the
most troubling passages in all of
God’s Word. In reviewing the
actions of Jerusa-
lem, Ezekiel re-
cords that Jeru-
salem had violat-
ed most, if not
all, of the Ten
Commandments.
The vast army of
Nebuchadnezzar
was poised a-
round the city,
about to begin a
two-year sicge
that would bring utter destruction.
In these days, the common practice
1o fortily a city was to build a giant
wall. LEnemics wanting (o over-
throw the ¢ity were then foreed to
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concenlrate their cfforts on breaking
through one portion of the wall.
But, often, men of the city would
rally at the breach and fight to pro-
tect their homeland. They were
willing to “stand in the gap”.

At the end of chapter 22 we
learn that this is not the casc with
Jerusalem. God said: “'f sought for
a man among them who would make
a wall, and stand in the gap before
Me on hehalfl of the land, that 1
should not destroy it; but { found no
ene. Therefore I have poured out
My indignation on them; I have con-
sumed them with the fire of my
wrath, and I have recompensed their
deeds on their heads,” savs the Lovd
God. "

Ne one was willing to defend
the breach, Parents and grandpar-
ents, we must be ready, willing, and
able to stand in the gap and fight for
the souls of our children! Unright-
cousness still abounds, The laws
and commands of God are still being
vielated. Jerusalem needed an indi-
vidual who could step forward and
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stand [or the truth. The abscace of
that individual led to the ultimaie
destruction of the ¢ity and the nation.

Homes that are lacking individ-
vals whe are willing to stand in the
gap today can cxpect a similar
destruction. Have you heard the
battle ¢cry? Precious souls are at
stakc -- your own children! T

Brad Harrub wrltes and lectures on
Christian evidences,
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Pretend for a moment that you to
arc a fish. You're just swimming  wam you
around enjoying life. You're not about a
bothering anybody and nobody’s  fisherman’s hook, but you never lis-
bathering you. The water is clean  tened to them. Well, pretty soon
and cool and you’re having a grand  you are the fisherman’s lunch —
time. not exactly what you had planned!

Then you notice a tasty looking Fricnds and brethren, false
shrimp floating just below the sur-  teaching is much like that story.
face. You love shrimp. In fact, it’s  The Bible says that with feigned
your favorite meal. You realize that  words false teaching can make mer-
you're getting pretty hungry, so you  chandise of us (2 Peter 2:3). It can
make a mad dash at that shrimp, and  rock us to sleep. It can confuse and
you gobble him up before he knows  bewilder us. And then, like a hun-
what hit him, gry {ish, it can get us, hook, line,

But in your cxcitement, you  and sinker. Remember, only God is
failed to notice that sticking out of  our refuge and strength. May we
that shrimp’s back is a lisherman's  always swim with Him. ¥
hook. Maybe you've never cven
secn a fishceman’s hook before. Et?gpchJao%ké?\?isqr?na%hoﬁ Eg;atch;':
Maybe some of your fellow fish had ~ Texas, USA.
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What Preachers
Used bo Say

Jack Harriman

“If' I say anything in this ser-
mon that ts not in harmony with
New Testament tcaching, you will
be my friend if you will cormne to me
aftcrwards and bring this to my
attention.”

In former days, [ heard preach-
er after preacher begin a sermon
with a statcment similar to this,
Most of these were sincere in their
request. They intended to accurate-
ly teach the word of God. They
documented their message with
many scriptural references. They

UL ﬂ
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avoided statements that could be
taken (wo or more ways. They
understood they would be chal-
lenged by some of their listeners if
they should teach inaccurately, and
they invited such challenges.

This is not intended to be a
bfanket indictment of all preachers
and churches, but [ don’t hear simi-
lar slatements much any morc, and
my great concern is that attitudes
toward the word of God have
changed in both the pulpit and the

pew,
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1 would submit three comments;

First, mature gospel preach-
ers have a responsibility not only
te preach the word accurately but
also to challenge the inaccurate
preaching of it.  “/ charge vou...
preach the ward! Be ready in sea-
son and out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffer-
ing and teaching” (2 Timothy
4:1,2). The fact that this may make
the challenger very unpopular must
not prevent the doing of it. This is
the charge we have from our Lord.

Secand, elders are to chal-
lenge inaccurate teaching, thus
protecting both the teacher and
the church from unsound doc-
trine. He is to “hold fast the faith-
Jul word as he has been raught, thet
he may be able, by sound doctrine,
both to exhort and convict those
who contradict” {Titus 1:9). This
requires knowledge, courage and
tact, and, given the mood of our

day, may result in charges of

Phariseeismn, etc.

Third, matare members mus{
also do what they can to keep the
teaching and practice of the
church pure. A few days after a
visiting preacher spoke, an elderly,
infirm woman pointed oul to me
that one thing he had said was crro-
neous. Afier consideration, 1
agreed. She was correct. There are
many such Bible students in the
Lord's church who recognize erro-
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neous teaching when they hear it.

[f what is taught is not accurate,
if it is nol according to inspired
teaching, if il is not in the Book,
every mature member of the Lord’s
church should be able to recognize
that fact and take proper corrective
action.

And every mature member of
the Lord’s church has that responsi-
bility %

Jack Harriman is a gospel preacher
living in Fayetteville, Arkansas, USA.
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The church is not a show-
place where a professional
clergyman performs while
people come to watch. It is
meant to be a vibrant, lovmg,
honest; committed, worship-
ing fellowship of true believ-
ers who keep one ancther
a‘ccountable: and corporately
mlms{er the Word of God
with boldness. - '

Churches like this w1ll-
grow numerically as God
Himself adds to the number
(Acts 2:47). Equally impor-
tant, they will grow in unity,
Knowledge, -and maturity
(Ephesians 4:13) as the saints
are equlpped to be mmlsters, :

— Selected '
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Taking the

Out of the Church House

Bobby Dockery

On display in an old New
England church building was a
beautiful pulpit Bible. Above it was
a sign which said: “Not to be taken
from the building.” 1t was there to
be admired for its beauty, to lend
atmosphere and decoration to the
premises, but “rot to be taken from
the building.”

It cccurs to me that it is fre-
quently true that the Bible is not
taken from the church house, In the
eyes of many people, the Bible is a
book which has meaning only “at
church™. . .it is exclusively for
Sunday use...opened and consulted
during the worship period, and then
closed again until next Sun-
day...studied and preached “in
church”, but not unleashed on the
world.

If our faith is to have any real
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meaning, however, we must get the
Bibie out of the church house and
into the world (Matthew 28:19,20).
Let’s nefice some ways in which
this must be done.

1. In Application. The Bible
must be applied to our own lives. Tt
must be lived before the world.
“Only conduct yourselves in a man-
ner worthy of the Gospel of Christ”
(Philippians 1:27)}. Too many
Christians try to live “compartmen-
talized lives”. They fence off a liitle
corner of their lives which they
label “Sunday™ and say, “This is for
God, but the rest is mine.” They
give Jesus a few hours of their time
on the first day of the week, but are
not reaily interested in taking Him
home with them. Does Bible class
on Sunday really allect the way you
live the rest of the week? Does the
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taith you profess affect the way you
do business, the way you behave in
school, the way you conduct your-
self on the job? Does it make a dif-
fercnce in your political choices?
Are you really applying the Bible to
your life?

2. 1n Confrontation. God’s
Word is a sword which must be
used to confront evil (Ephesians
6:17) “For the weapons of our
warfare are nol carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down af
strong holds; Casting down imagi-
nations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge
af God” (2 Corinthians 10:4,5).
Without fear, or embarrassment, or
apology we need to use the Bible to
oppose and expose the great
immoraltties of our time: homosex-
uality, abortion, pornography, child
abuse, sexual sing, etc. We cannot
afford to hide behind church doors
and hope these problems will go
away. We must take the Bible out
into the world and declare God’s

Nought clse is

judgment against such sins and
those who commit them.

3. In Proclamation. The
message of the Bible must be shared
with others. The treasure of God’s
good news has been put into earthen
vessels — US! (2 Corinthians 4:7).
And we must communicate 11 to
athers. The Gospel is precious
bevond calculation. 'We must not
keep it a secret! When was the last
time you talked to a neighbor, a
friend, a co-worker, a fellow student
about Jesus? When was the last
time you carnestly, seriously,
urgently invited someone to church
services with you? Don’t keep the
Bible a secret. Share 1t!

The church must never be con-
tent merely to read the Bible behind
closed doors, while ignoring the
world, We must strive to be the salt
of the carth, bent on getting the Bible
out of the church house and into the
hearts and lives of people! &

Bobby Dockery is a writer and preach-
er in Fayetteville, Arkansas, USA.

' rust in God™s unchang
Till soul and body
For, ithough all things shall pa




Supply the miss-
ing information
from the book
of Acts, chapter
twenty-seven,
1. Because Paul had NKIV.
appealed to be tried by Caesar,
he was put on board a ship for what place? (V. 1}.

2. When they landed at Sidon, what did Julius permit? (V. 3).
3. Is the detailed description of Paul's travel route indicative

that the writer of Acts knew the territory and was recording an
accurate account? {Vs. 2-8).

. Because of delays and difficulties in the voyage, what warning did
Paul give when they were about to leave Fair Havens? (V. 10).

. When they saw no sun or stars for days, and a heavy storm beat
on the ship, how did they feel? (V. 20).

. What did Paul tell the crew and fellow-passengers? (V. 21).

. What did he urge them to do and with what assurance? (V. 22).
. On what authority did Paul make such a prophecy? (V. 23).

. The angel said, "Do not be afraid, Paui, you must be brought
before ,andindeed ______ has granied you
VL 24).

. What happened on the fourteenth night? {V. 27).

. What did some of the sailors try to do? (V. 30).

- What did Paul say to the centurion in waming? (V. 31).

. After urging the people 1o break their fourteen-day fast, what did
Paul do? (Vs. 33-36).

. How many people were on board the ship? (V. 37).

. When the ship was broken up by the violence of the waves, what
did the sailors intend to do to the prisoners? (V. 42).

. “‘Butthe ____ , wanting to save , kept them from
their purpose, and commanded that those who could _
should jump overboard and get to (V. 43).

[See inside of back cover for answers.]
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Some time ago, a dear sister in
the congregation where 1 preached
approached me with a question.
She had becn asked in a Bible
study, “Why are the wicked many
times blessed more than the right-
eous?” This question 15 genuinely
and frequently asked. Several
TCSponses are appropriate:

1. We realize that this ques-
tien has reference only to physical
things. The wicked have not becn
blessed spiritually morc than the
righteous, Christians have access to
all the spiritual blessings that are
“in Christ” — redemption and for-
giveness (Ephesians 1:3,7). The
wicked are “without Christ” and
have "no hope ” (Ephesians 2:12).

2. We readily acknowledge
that the wicked sometimes have
more material possessions than
the righteous. While this is not
always the casc, how do we explain
this when it oceurs?  Jesus simply
said, “He makes His sun rise on the
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evil
and the
good, and
sends rain on
the just and on
the unjust’ (Mat- A\

thew 5:45). Before we QY

cry “unfair”, we need to fac-

tor in eternity, Do you remember
the statement Abraham made to the
rich man?  “Son, remember that in
vour lifetime you received good
things, and lkewise Lazarus evil
things, but now he is comforted and
vou are tormented” (Luke 16:24).
Would you rather be the rich man or
Lazarus?

3. We do well to remember
that we are blessed above so many
others. Our standard of living is so
far above third-world countries that
there can bc no comparison.
Faithful people about whom we
read in the Bible  even kings —
did not have the luxuries that we
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possess. We read of others who
struggled for the bare necessities of
life. Lazarus was a beggar (Luke
16:19,20). Paul knew how to be
abascd (Philippians 4:12). Even our
Lord did not have His own bed (Luke
0:58). The persccuted endured
deplorable conditions (Hebrews
11:37,38). How can we complain, in
our comparative plenty?

4. We should rejoice that we
have been so richly blessed, 1
challenge you to comparc yourself
with the less fortunate instead of the
rich. God has given us all that we
have (James 1:17). An inventory of
our lives will cause us to thank
Him, not comptlain (1 Thessalonians
5:17,18). Our blessings are so
many that we¢ have taken them for
grantcd. Compare your situalion
with those who have no food, water,
or shelter, or with the mother who

clutches her starving child to her
breast. God torgive us for whining!
Counl your blessings instead of
YOUr wants,

5. Live for God and believe
that He will provide. Put Him [irst
in your life and He will take care of
you (Matthew 6:33). Remember, we
are to be content with food and cloth-
ing — a real challenge in our materi-
alistic age (1 Timothy 6:6-8). Serve
Gad, not riches (Matthew 6:24). Lay
up treasure in heaven, not on the
earth (Matthew 6:19.20). Guard
against covelousness (Luke 12:15),
which is 1dolatry (Colos-sians 3:3).
The Master said, “For where your
freasure is, there will vour heart be
also” (Malthew 6:21). Where is
yvour heart? A good question! T
Dwight Fugua is the preacher for the

Findlay Church of Christ in Sparta,
Tennessee, USA.




BIBLE QUESTIONS

Ken Tyler

Question: “The Bible iclls of many miracles that happened.
Do we have miracles today? Why or why not?”

Answer: The Bible teaches that
we do not have miracles today. A
miracle was a supernatural act of
God, an act above and beyond the
laws of nature. For example, God
took one of the ribs of Adam and
made Eve {Genesis 2:22). That was
a miracle.

Teday, many people refer to
evenls as miracles when they are
simply God’s amazing but natural
law. A child is born and someonc
says thal it is 2 miracie! No, that is
only God’s natural law, which says
that every sced reproduces after jts
own kind (Genesis 1:11,12,21,25).
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To simply snap a human into exis-
tence would be a miracle.

The purpose of Bible miracles
was to confirm the messenger, that is,
to prove that he was trom God and
that the message he was speaking
was God's Word. Tt 1s very impor-
tant for us to realize that during Bible
times, the people did not have the
complecte written revelation of God
as we have loday. We must remem-
ber that the Bible was only then
being piven. So how were the people
te know who God’s messengers
were? They knew beesuse God
empowercd His messengers Lo per-
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form miracles to prove that they had
been sent by Him und that the mes-
sage they were speaking was from
Him. We are teld in Mark 16:20,
“And they {apostles) wenr forth, and
preached evervwhere, the Lord
working with them, and confirming
the word with signs following.”

So when the complete message
of God had been given in written
form — in the New Testament —
there was no longer a need for any
man te perform miracles to prove
that what he was saying was from
God. All people have to do today is
study the Bible and see if what is
being prcached is the truth.
Therefore, miracles ceascd when the
complete revelation was given. [
challenge anyone today to raise the
dead, take up serpents, and drink
deadly peison as was done in the
first century (Matthew 10:8; Mark
16:18). Tt can’t be done!

Even the miracles Jesus per-
formed were for the purpose of
proving to pcople that He was the
divine Son of God. He went forth
and preached that He was the Son of
God, the Savior of the world. TTow
did people know He was the
Savior? Simply by the fact that God
empowered Him to perform mira-
cles. Listen carclully to John
20:30.31, “dnd many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in
this book: But these are written,
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thar ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing ve might have life
through His name.” We plainly
sce from this passage that Jesus per-
formed miracles to cause people to
bclieve that He was the Son of God
and, as a result, to be saved. Acts
2:22 tells us that Jesus was “ap-
proved of God among you by mira-
cles and wonders and signs.”

No, we do not have miracles
teday, for there is no Biblical need.

Ken Tyler is the preacher for the
church of Christ in Arab, Alabama,
usa.
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WOhy Doesn’t the Church
Flave Oomen Preachers?

Jimmy Young

The above question isn’t a new
onc. [ am also persuaded it’s a
question that will be asked until the
end of time. With that said, T also
know we arc commandcd to be
ready to give an answer to thosc
who ask questions about the hope
that is in us (1 Peter 3:15). Sadly,
$0 many seem to be ill-equipped to
answer some of the most basic
questions many are asking today. In
answering the question as to why
we do not have women preachers, [
will approach it from two angles.

First, allow me to make it clear
that the practice has nothing te do
with “tradition”. The decision nol
to have women preachers has noth-
ing to do with maintaining a loyalty
10 any man-made tradition. If
something is Scriptural, then it
makes no difference whether it has
been done in the past or not.

Nar dogs it have anything to do
with ability. The absence of women
{from the pulpit of the Lord"s church
says nothing about their ability.
Many women are outstanding com-
municators {some better than some
men). Many women are very artic-
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ulale. 3o, the practice has nothing
1o do with wormcen being capable of
speaking cffectively before a public
assembly.

I may also add that it bas noth-
ing 10 do with chauvinism. 1t isn’t
because we look down on women as
being inferior to men. [t isn’t
because we discount the many con-
tributions women have made and
will continue lo make in the church.
The Bible depicts many women as
being very devoted to the cause of
Almighty God. The Gosgpel
accounts [requently mention women
who played a prominent role during
fesus” carthly ministry. 1 will men-
tion a few; {a) thc widow who gave
two mites (Mark 12:41-44), (b) the
woman with the alabaster box of
very precious ointment {Mark 14:3-
9, (<) a multitude of women who
mimistered to Jesus oul of their sub-
stance (Luke 8:1-3}, (d) Martha and
Mary {Luke 10:38-42), | could eas-
ily mention nc less than ten other
examples {Luke 23:27; Matthew
27:55,56; Mark 16:9; Acts 16:14,
15, 17:4; 12 34, etc.).

Now, in explanation, [ musl say
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that the practice of not having
women preachers has everything to
do with Colossians 3:17 and | Peter
4:11. Whatever we do must be
augthorized by the name of the Lord
Jesus, t.e., by His authority.
Whatever we do must be justificd by
the “erucles of God™ (1 Peter 4:11),
There 1s no command in the
New Testament for women to
“nreach the Word”. There is no
approved cxample in the New
Testament of women preaching/
tcaching to a mixed assembly of
men and women., Where is it
implicd in the New Testament of
women being authorized to do
such? 1t’s not there. The practice
also has cverything to do with |
Timothy 2:11-14. By inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, Paul commanded
{cf. 1 Carinthians 14:37) the women
to leamn in silence with all subjec-
tion. The word “silence” here does
not enjoin absolute silence, but
quiet submission, Some will argue
thal we are saying a woman cannot
sing, This isn’t true, for wormen arce
to sing just like ecvery other
Christian is to sing (Ephesians 5:19;
Colossians 3:16). In the arca of
teaching, she isn’t to teach over a
man, that is, she 1sn’t to “lead/
usurp” authority over the man.
Instead of lcading thc way in the
tecaching process, she is to learn
with all subjection. This in no way
makes the man a male chauvinist.
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Finally, the practice also has
everything to do with 1 Corinthians
11:3 and | Corinthians 14:34,35, In
God's order of things, the head of
cvery man is Christ, and the head of
the woman is man, and the head of
Christ is God. Folks, priority of
rank does not imply inferierity of
guaflity, otherwise Christ would be
less God than the Father. Christ
was 1o less Deity than the Father,
but He fuifilled the subordinate roie
He was scnt o fulfill, Likewise,
woman 18 not inferior to man, but
she has been assigned a supporting
role in this matler rather than a lead-
ing rolc.

[ know women are important to
the church, and are even command-
cd to tcach other women {Titus
2:3.4). Thus, women do have a
God-given role in the church, and
it’s a very important role. God help
us that we do not become discn-
chanted with His way of doing
things. May cach of us, as man and
waman, accept our roles and fulfill
them to the best of our ability.
There were no women apostles, no
women preachers or tcachers over
the man or mixed groups rceorded
in the New Testament church, We
follow the New Testament pattern
in the Lord’s church; thus we have
na women preachers. s

Jimmy Young preaches for the
Nettleton Church of Christ in
Jonesboro, Arkansas, USA.
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Demar Elam

The average Christian would
maost likely say, “Of course ! believe
in heaven and m hell!” However, to
say you believe in these two places
is one thing, and to /ive in a manner
that proves you believe in them 18
another. T once heard an illustration
used in a sermon concerning 4
preacher and his infidel {riend who
met on the street and began talking.
This ilustration had a profound
effect on my thinking and opencd
my mind to the possibility that
many are saying they believe in
heaven and hell, but in reality they
do not.

The preacher and his infidcl
friend met on the sireet and recog-
nized cach other from college days.
They had been good [riends during
those years but had not seen cach
other since ieaving school. They
began to renew their Iriendship and
to reminisce. They talked about
almost cverything they had experi-
enced logether in the past. As they
were about to go their separate ways
the infidel said to the preacher,
“You don’t really believe in heaven
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and hell, do you?” The preacher
wus taken back at the suggestion of
such a thought. “Of course 1
believe in heaven and hell,” he
replied. His friend said, “Then [
must call you a liar, because if you
really belicved in those twe places,
yvou would have talked (0 me about
my soul. According to the Bible, |
am lost and headed to hell. and yet
vou talked about everything in the
world with me but what should have
realiy matiered.”

It iy shocking 1o think that we
might be confessing one thing with
our tongue and in reality living out
something entirely different in our
daily lives. Christians necd (o
search their hearts regarding the
answer to this question. 1f we rcally
believe that there is a lake that burns
with fire and brimstone, a place
“where thelr worm does not die,
and the fire is not guenched” (Mark
G:44), then of necessity we will
speak to everyone we can in order
1o warn them of pending destruc-
tion. Do we really believe that
“The wicked shall he turned into
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hell, and oll the nations that forget
God"” {Psalm 9:17)? Do we really
believe the words found 1n
Revelation 21:8, “Buf the cowardly,
unbelieving, abominable, murder-
ers, and sexually immoral, sorcer-
ers, idefaters, and afl liars shall
have their part in the loke which
bhurns with fire and brimstone,
which is the second death™! Do
vou personally believe there is
going to be a second death? Do you
really believe this? Do you believe
it so strongly that you must act upon
your belief and warn people of this
second death that awaits them
because of their sinful lives and
their failure to accept the gitt of
God’s love, Jesus Christ, into their
lives? Saving we believe in hell is
one thing, and /iving in a practical
manncr that demonstrates we
belicve there is a hell is another
matter.

Hcaven is spoken of as being
a place where the faithful children
of God will finally be dclivered
from the sorrows, tribulations, and
the heartaches, pains, and death
taced in this lite. According to
John, the beloved disciple, heaven
15 a place where, “...God will wipe
away every tear from their eves;
there shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shafl be
no more pdain, for the former
things have passed away.” Does
that not excite your heart? Do you
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believe it? How strongly do you
believe?

Remember what the infidel said
to the preacher: “If vou really
believed in heaven and in helt, you
would have talked Lo me about my
soul.” Often we hear people say,
“Well, why are we here? What is
lifc all about? What is my purpose
for being here?” A casual reader of
the Bible knows that God’s Word
teaches that this hfe 1s preparatory
for life beyond this present exis-
tence. Heaven and Hell arc real.
Judgment is sure and certain. God’s
gill of love is extended to all people
through Christ. God's love for His
crcation has been shed abroad
through Jesus, who saves people
from the impending doom that
awaits all who refuse to accept Him
through obedience and service. If
we belicve in the resutrection, in
hell, and in heaven, then we will
talk to people about their relation-
ship with Christ. Remember that
menlal belief of the existence of
heaven and hell causes us o share
aur faith with ethers, but it is the
extent and depth of our beliel in
heaven and hell that compefs us to
speak to others about their cternal
existence. i

Demar Elam is the Director of Mission
Studies at Southern Christian
University in Montgomery, Alabama,
USA.
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Fear of Questions

David Mendiola

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always
to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope
that is in yon with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15).

In a terrible accident at a rail-
road crossing, a train smashed into a
car and pushed it nearly four hun-
dred yards down the track. Though
no one was killed, the driver took
the train company to court.

Al the trial, the engineer insist-
ed that he had given the driver
ample warning by waving his
lantern back and forth for necarly a
minute, He even stood and con-

vincingly demoanstrated how he had
done it.

The court believed his
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story, and the suit was dismissed,

“Congraiulalions.” the lawyer
said to the engineer when it was
over, “You did superbly under
cross-examination.” “Thauks,” he
said, “but he sure had me worried. 1
was afraid he was going to ask if the
laniern was lit!”

In a similar way, we often go
through our lives afraid that some-
one will ask us a particular question,
[f someone asks me why I believe in
God and not evolution, what will |
say? What if someone asks me how
I can possibly believe in the resur-
rection? What should [ say if some-
onc asks me why I belicve the Bible
truly is the Word of God, or why I
believe that it teaches this or thal?

Instead of being detrimental, as
in the case of the cngineer above,
though, such questions provide us
with an oppertunity to sharc our
faith. Don’( be afraid for anyonce to
ask! T

David Mendiola is a Christian inmate
in prison in Huntsville, Texas, USA.
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During Times of Trial

Jesus Rodriguez

How should a Christian act dut-
ing trying situations? At times in
the church there arise situations that
are difficult for us to understand or
manage. [t is then that we must go
to the Word of God in order to
know how we must function as
Christians.

The first thing that we must do
is (o ask God to help us to under-
stand and control our emotions. For
that reason we must always go to
Him in prayer. Our emotions often
cloud cur understanding and do not
permil us to reason clearly. “4nd
beside this, giving all diligence, add
to vour faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge,; and to knowledge tem-
perance; and to remperam.‘e
patience; and to patience godiiness;
and to godliness brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness charity.
For if these things be in vou, and
abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ” ( 2 Peter 1:5-8).

When we have with persever-
ance asked the guidance of the Lord
in praycr, we should ask oursclves:
What would Jesus do in such a situ-
ation? Tlow are the fruits ol the
Spirit working in me? “But the fruit
af the Spirit is love, joy. peace,
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longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, ftemperance;
against such there is no law”
(Galatians 5:22,23).

Christ teaches us the impor-
tance of mercy and pardon. [f we
do not feel compassion for those
whe persecule us, if we do not deal
fairly with those who don’t cspe-
cially please us, how can we cxpect
pardon from the Lord toward us if
we don’t know how to forgive oth-
ers? It could be that some day we
ourselves will need the mercy and
pardon which we may be denying to
someone else today.

Brethren, let’s remember this:
Christ is constantly giving us a
chance. Let’s do the same to oth-
ery. )
Jesis Rodriguez is a preacher of the

gospel in the Church of Christ in
Mesa, Arizona, USA.

Forgiveness is
the key that
unlocks the door
of resentment
and the
handcuffs of
hate.




Who Am |?

* Can you identify me? Read each clue and thirk carefully. If you.

guess my name- after the first clue, give yourself a score of 100
points. i you know-who t am.only after the fifth ciue, your score is
60, etc. When you are sure of my identity, look up the passages of
- scripture followihg each clue to verify the facts from God's word.

1. 100 | was not an apestle of Jesus but was one of the elders in the
church in Jerusalem {Matthew 15:13}.

2. 80 |became spokesman for the leadership of the church in response {o
Paul's work among the Gentiles (15:14-19).

3. 80 Among the classic statements of doctrine which the Holy Spirit
inspired me to make is “Buf be doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving yourselves” (1:22).

4. 70 Conceming the compassionate work of Christiang, | said, “Pure and
undefifed refigion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans
and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the
world” (2:27).

5. 60 | warned strongly against the sin of showing paniality to one person
over the other, based on wealth or position {2:1-6).

6. 50 Concerning the necessity of works
in the life of the Christian, | said, “What does
it profit, my brethren, if someone says he
has faith but does not have works? Can
faith save him?...faith by ifself, if it does not
have works, is dead” (2:14 17).

7. 40 | also spoke against the evils com-
mitted through unguarded speech (3).

8. 30 |urged patience, peace, and right-
eousness (3:17,18).
8. 20 My general letter to Christians, one

of the earliest books of the New Testament,
also bears my name.

10.10 | was a half-brother of Jesus, though |
did not believe He was the Messiah until after
His death and resurrection (Matthew 13:55).

My Score

Sea answer on fnside back cover.
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THE RESURRECTION
OF JESUS CHRIST

Windle Kee

As he stoed before Felix, the  Without having been raised, Jesus
apostle Paul said that the reason he would have been an extraordinary
was on trial was his hope in the res-  man-  but just that, a man.
urrection ol the dead
{Acts 23:6).

Two years later,

He was raised on the third

as he stood belore day according to the

Scrlptures
e . ) 1Corinth|an5 154

Festus and Agrippa,
Paul raised the qucs-
tion: “Why should
any of you consider it
ineredible thar God
raises the dead?”
(Acts 26:8, NIV).

In their preach-
ing, both Peter and
Paul used cvery op-
portunity to assert that
Jesus Christ actually
had been raised from
the dead, never to die
again.

Jesus Christ was
declared to be the Son
of God by Tlis resur-
rection (Romans 1:4).
The resurrection bol-
stered Jesus® claim to
be the Son of Ged.
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By the resurrcction of Jesus
Christ, it 15 through His great mercy
that God has given the Christian, by
the new birth, a living hope {1 Peter
1:3). Hope is the catalyst that keeps
the Christian Faithful and working.
The apostle Paul said this hope is
“the glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ” {Titus 2:13 N1V). Without
the resurrcetion of Jesus Christ,
there would not be this living hope
in our lives,

The resurrection of Jesus Christ
is entwined with our actions of obe-
dicnce thal save us. 1 Peter 3:21
declares thal when we are saved by
baptism in water, we are saved by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We
have to conclude that without the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s
plan of salvation would be incom-
plete. We assimilaie the blessings
of the death of Christ when we are
buried into the water of bapiism.
Even so, we assimilaie the blessings
of Tiis resurrection when we are
raised with Him in our baptism.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ
assurcs all men that we will be
raised {rom the dead. Paul told the
men of the Areopagus in Athens
that God has given proof of the
coming resurrection and judgment
of all by raising Jesus Christ from
the dead (Acts 17:30,31). In speak-
ing of our resurrection when He
comes, Christ is called the first
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fruits of those who belong to Bim (1
Corinthians 15:22 23).

God, in His wisdom, planned
for the resurrecuon and endowed
faithful Christians with wonderlul
blessings by raising Jesus Christ
from the dead. T

Windle Kee serves as the preacher for
the Lord’s church in Onalaska, Texas,
USa,.
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Jesus Christ,
the Eternal
Sacrifice

Betty Burton Choate

The Choice of
-~ Samilies

With our physical birth we had no choice about the family inio which
we would be born.  Afier birth we were, literally, a part of that family and
that one [amily only.

Spiritually, we de choose which family we will be a part of: God’s or
Satan’s. But choosing, alone, deesn’t make us a child of God. We must go
through the process of birth into His family, being born of water and of the
Spirit... baptism.

1 Peter ;22,23 and 2:1,2 further clarify this spiritual birth:

“Since vou have purified vour souls in obeving the muth through the Spirit
... having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through
the word of God which lives and abides forever ... Therefore ... as mewbarr
babes, desive the pure milk of the word, that vou may grow thevehy”

“But as many as received [fim [Christ), to them He gave the right to
become children af God, even to those who believe in Flis name: who were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God” {Jehn 1:12,13).

“For you are all sony of God through faith in Cheist Jesus, For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. And if vou are
Christ's, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise...and because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son
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into vour hearts, crving out, ‘dbha,
Father!" Therefore you are no
longer a stave but a son, and if u
san, then an heir of God through
Christ” {Galatians 3:26,27 4:6,7}
The Continuation of
Christ’s Brotherhood
Many refcrences in  the
Scriptures show the continued
Fathcr-Son relationship between
God and Christ, after His ascension
to heaven, making possible through
our brotherhood with Christ our
own relationship as children to God:

Christ, by being born into His spiri-
tnal family, that we become the
children of Giod and joint-heirs with
Christ,

“For hoth He who sanctifies
and those who are being sanctified
are all of one, jor which reason He
is not ashamed to call them
brethren ... Inasmuch then as the
children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise shared
in the same, that through death Ile
might destroy him who had the
power of death, thai is, the devil,

Jesus Christ was born in the flesh as the Son of God and the son of
man. As the ascended Savior, He continues to be the Son of God and

the brother of those who are born into His spiritual family. It is only
through our brotherhood with Him that we can be called sons of God.

“The Spirit Himself bears wit-
ness with our spivit that we are the
children of God, and if children,
then heirs - - heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ, if indeed we sujf-
Jer with Him, that we may afso be
glorified together” (Romans §:
16,17). From eternity, according to
John 1:1-14, the Word was with
God and the Word was God, a state-
ment showing cquality in the
Godhead. Yet when the Word emp-
ticd Himself (Philippians 2:7). and
took human fiesh, He subjected
Himself to God as His Son, becom-
ing the Firstborn of God and the
Heir of God. It is only when we
become the brothers and sisters of

and release those who through fear
of death were all theiv lifetime sub-
Ject to bondaye ... Therefore, in all
things He had to be made like His
brethren, that He might he g mer-
eiful and faithful High Priest in
things pertaining to God, to make
propitiation Jor the sins of the peo-
ple” (Hebrews 2:11,14,15,17).

“Christ as a Sen over His
aws haise, whose house we are ..
Jor we have become partakers of
Christ.... " {Hebrews 3:6,14).

Just as Christ ook on human
nature in the emptying ol Himself,
His brothcrs become partakers of
divine nature when they are filled
with all the fullness of Christ!
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“...as His divine power has
given to us all things that pertain to
life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who cafled us by
glory and virtue, by which have
been given lo us exceedingly great
and precious promises, that through
these yon may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world
through lust” (2 Peter 1: 3,4).

“...to know the love of Christ
which passes knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness
of God” (Ephesians 3: 19).

God intends that those who love
IHim be “..conformed to the image
of His Son....”" (Romans 8:29),

... Do you not know that your
bhodies are members of Christ?.. He
wha is joined to the Lord iy one
spivit with Him...." (1 Corinthians
6:15,17).

So, the Lord Jesus has returned
to heaven to continue His work of
mediating for humanity. According
to 1 Timothy 2:5, He sits at God’s
right hand as the Man, Christ
Jesus. He is both the Son of God
and the Son of man: our resurrected,
transformed Redeemer. And spiritu-
ally, we are becommg “partakers of
divine nature” in Him. K

Betty Burton Choate is the author of
the study, Jesus Christ the Eternal
Sacrifice. This lesson, and the follow-
ing lessons by sister Choate, will be
taken from that book.

a7

How DO | WORSHIP GOD?

_ . REMEMBER
" THE DEATH OF His SON.

Sinners cannot approach
the purity of God's person.  All
of us would be eternaity ban-
ned. from His. presence, except |
for the fact that His only begot—'
ten Son, Jesus, tied to pay the

- price for the sins of men; When

we are born into the: Family of
God, inta- His church, our sins

“are washed away in e waters

of baphsm as we are ‘buried mto

'._}_-hs death’: (Ramans 6 3- 5)

Since we.could. have A0

.spiritual life without Jesus’ sacri-

fice, each first day of the week
(Sunday} Christians remember

the cost of their salvatlon :

through a special memorial.
Jesus Himself “..taok bread,
blassed it and bmke it, and gave
it to the disciples and said,
‘Take, eal; Hhis is. My body.’
Then He. took the cup, and gave
thanks, and gave it fo them,

. saying, ‘Drink from if, all of you.

For this is My blood of the new
caovenant, which is shed for
many for the remission of sinsg™
(Matthew 26:26-28).

This very perishable-seem-
ing memorial has survived for
2,000 years, honoring our Lord's
sacrifice for sin. .Each week, in
remembering Him, we make a
new commitment to God.

NEXT: | GIVE TO SUPPORT
His WORK.
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Cheap
Grace

Reuben S. Emperado

3

In my rcading, | came across an
article in the Gospel Light maga-
zing, in the section writicn by M.
Norvel Young, entitled, “Observa-
tions...Reflections and Sugges-
tions”. The title of the article that
caught my attention was “Cheap
Grace”. Let me share the following
timcless article from the crudite pen

sentative preachers did not teach
salvation by man’s works of
tighteousness. They did object to
the popular protestant doctrine of

of brother Norvel Young:

“For generations, preachers
in the restoration movement have
stressed the fact that we are saved
by grace through faith, but that
this faith is more than intcllectual
or emotional consent, that it is
aith which warks through love’
{Galatians 5:6), Sometimes these
preachcrs have been accused of
not believing in grace, but of
preaching salvation by works. In
some cascs, preachers may have
lefl this impression, but a review
of the writings of men like
McGarvey, Larimore, Harding,
ad Brewer will show that repre-
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salvation by grace through a kind
ol laith which does nol involve
obeying the commands of Christ.
“Recently [ was surprised to
find a strong argument against
‘cheap grace’ made by a leader in
the German  Confessional
Church, Dicrtrick Bonhaeffer, in
his book, The Cost of Disciple-
ship. Needless to say, many of
his ideas are not in harmony with
the New Testament, but his stress
on this peint sounds like a pio-
ncer preacher opposing the popu-
lar idcas of salvation without any
response of faith such as baptism
for the forgiveness ol sin (Acts
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2:38). He says: "Cheap grace is
the preaching of forgiveness
without requiring rcpentance,
baptism without church disci-
pline, communion without con-
fession, ... Cheap grace is grace
without discipleship, grace with-
out the cross, grace without Jesus
Christ, living and incarnate.

**Cheap grace means grace
as a doctring, & principle, a Sys-
tem. It means forgivencss of sing
as proclaimed as a general truth,
the love of God taught as the
Christian “conception”™ of God.
An intellectual assent to that idea
1s held to be of itself sufficient to
securg remission of sins.

“*Cheap grace is the deadly
cnemy of our church.’

“Speaking of the reforma-
tion movement he says:

*“‘Luther had said that grace
alone can save: His followers
took up his doctrine and repeated
it word for word, but they left out
its invariable corollary, the oblig-
ation of a discipleship.” He con-
tinues: ‘The justification of the
sinner in the world degenerated
into the justification of sin and
the world. Costly grace was

Christian religion as never
before.”

“Again he writes: “But
those who try 1o usc this grace as
a dispensation from following
Christ are simply dececiving
themselves,” Tn another para-
graph he says: “We Lutherans
have degenerated like eaglcs
round the carcass of cheap grace
and there we have drunk the poi-
son which killed the life of fol-
lowing Christ.’

“Speaking of the relation-
ship between faith and obedience,
he writes: ‘For faith is real only
when there is obedience, never
without it, and faith becomes
faith only in the act of obedi-
ence,” Then he adds: *Not only
do those who believe obey, but
only thosc who obey belicve. In
one case, faith is the condition of
obedience, and in the other, obe-
dience the condition of faith. If
we are to believe, we must obey a
concrete command, Without this
preliminary step of obedience,
our faith will only be pious and
humbug, and lead us to the grace
which 1s not costly.”” {(Gospel
Light, June 1967, page 89).

turned into cheap grace without
discipleship.

“‘It iy under the influence of
this kind of grace that the world
has been made “Christian™ but at
the cost of sccularizing the

Let us never be guilty of
cheapening the concept of grace by
thinking it can cost us nothing. %

Reuben S. Emperado is a Gospel
preacher, teacher, and radio speaker
in Cebu City, Philippines.
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SOLIND
DOCTRINE

Francis David

In the rehgious world today, we
see attacks on scund doctrine.
There arc lots of doctrinal weak-
nesses prevailing in the world.
People are accepting anything in the
name of Christianity. The apostle
Paul predicted ihis by saying, “the
time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine, but after
their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers having ifching
ears” (2 Timothy 4:3). Ycs, the
tune has come. We see how many
religious leaders arc mishandling
the word of God. They are trying to
teach and preach things that are con-
trary to the Bible. The Bible should
be handled rightly and carefully (2
Timothy 2:15).

Pecoplc today want to hear
things that arc smooth and easy. It
is just like during the days of the
prophet Isaiah. In his day, people
wanted him to "Prophesy nor unto
us right things, speak unio us
smaoth things, prophesy deceits”
(Isaiah 30:10). Yes, there is no
doubt that people want to hear
smooth things in the name of reli-
gion, Tfyou speak against adultery,
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fomication, drunkenness, etc.. they
do not like it. Paul said in 2
Timothy 4:2, “Preuach the word! Be
veady in season and out of season.
Convince. rebulke, exhort with all
long suffering and teaching.” A
true teacher of the Bible will never
make a compromise with ervor.
Preachers must take this responsi-
bility very seriously, because they
are accountable to God!

Gospel preachers must uphold
sound doctrine. We must under-
stand that swect, polished words
will not save the souls of men.
Only the truth of the gospel will
save us. We, the churches of Christ,
arg preaching and tcaching the
gospe! through literature and any
other means available, Our aim is
to tell the message of Christ as it
was told in the inspired word of
God. The Bible speaks about the
one church that Christ built
(Matthew 16:18). Tt teaches that
Christ is the head of this church
(Colossiuns 1:18). We teil people
that sinec Ile is the head of the
body, the church, le is also the
Saviour of the body (Ephesians
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5:23). This church is not a denonti-
nation. We teach about the body of
Christ and His church because this
is a true fact and true doctrine as
found in the Bible.

What about the plan of salva-
tion? Wc tcach that there is only
one plan of salvation based on the
Scripturcs. This plan includes
belicving in Jesus (Mark 16:16;
John 8:24; Acts 16:31), repenting
of one’s sins [lurning away from a
sinful life] (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30;
3:19; 2:38), confessing Christ
Jesus as the son of God (Romans
10:9,10; Matthew 10:32,33; Acls
8:35-38), and being baptized
(immgersed in water} {Mark 16:16:
Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3;21). This is the
plan of God, based on the Bible.

Many may nol like to hear it, but
this is a fact!

What about worship? Our wor-
ship should be based on the Bible.
No human traditions or man-made
doctnines should be made a part of
the worship. We read that "God /s
Spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship Him in spirvit and in
pruth” (John 4:24). 1T our worship
is based on man-madc doctrines,
then it is vain worship {Matthew
[5:8,9). In our worship 1o God, we
sing, we pray, we study the
Scripiures, we remember Jesus’
death by partaking in the Lord’s
supper (unleavened bread and prape
juice). Acts 20:7 tells us that the
disciples came together on the first
day of thc week (Sunday) 1o break




DOCTRINE TO LIVE BY

bread. Now, if the memorial is
monthly or bi-monthly or quarterly,
it 15 not based on the Bible, and is,
thercfore, not sound doctrine.

We give of our means (offer-
ing) each [irst day of the week as
we have been prospered, because
this is what we rcad in the
Scriptures (! Corinthians 16:1,2).
This is entirely a free-will offering,
because the Lord loves the cheerful
giver, not one who gives grudgingiy
(2 Corinthians 9:6,7).

Our singing is without instru-
mental music, because

of Life...”" John, while writing 1o
Christians says, “Whoseever trans-
gresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have
God  He who abides in the doctrine
of Christ has both the Father and
the Son™ (2 John 9).

Do you abide in the doctrine of
Christ? Have you accepted the doc-
trine of Christ? The doctrine of
Christ is sound, Let us follow this
sound dactrine. T

Francis David is a Gospel preacher in
New Delhi, India.

according to sound doctrine,
we need to sing and make
melody in our hearts or
minds (Ephesians 5:19;
Colossians 3:16).

The need of the hour is
sound doctrine, We must
emphasize, and T should say,
we must re-emphasize if.

The church of Christ is
the greatest institution in the
world. The members of the
church must abide by sound
doctrine, and must teach and
preach it as well. Wc are not
supposed to add to or take
away anything from the
Scriptures. We need to teach
it as it is. In Revelation
22:19 we read, “if anyone
takes away from the book of
prophesy, God shatl take

away his part from the Book
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Why

Wayne Barrier

The Bible states in Acts
11:26 that disciples of Christ
were first called Christians at
Antioch. Christianity today is
the same as in the first centu-
ry, the religion of followers of
Christ Jesus of Nazareth. s
this religion actually credible
and believable? Did Jesus
really live and demonstrate
anything worthy of use as the basis
of rcligious faith, to influence our
way of thinking and our behavior?

First, Christianity is based on
the information of the Bible.
Everything else written or said
about this religion ultimately should
have its basis in the Bible. The
question then becomes a question of
the credibility and truthfulness of
the Bible itsell. The Bible tells us
about God, man’s crcation, God’s
role in human cxistence, the concept
of righteousncss from God’s per-
spective, the scheme of redemption
for man, the rolc of I¢csus in man’s
salvation from his own failures, and
the doctrines of Christianity.
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Can we belicve the Bible?
There is no reason not to believe it,
On the contrary, there are numcrous
reasons to trust Scripture. Although
it is not a science, history, or geog-
raphy book, Bible information in
these areas is always accurate.
Other writings are not always accu-
rate, especially those written at the
same time as the Bible,

The Biblical exploration of how
our complex physical being and
world cante into existence is the
most legical and understandabie
explanation available to us,
Something didn’t come from noth-
ing. Superior intelligence, knowl-
edge, power, and ability are the only
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togical source of this world. Man
didn’t invent himscl(, and he 1s not
capabie of creating the universe, our
complex planct, and atl living things
from nothing.

Secular writings verify many
Bible events, characters, and
Christ’s life. Fvidence conlinoes to
mount Lhat the Bible is a Divinely
inspired book unlike any other,
which contains no inaccuracies,
trrational teaching, or illogical con-
cepts. The teaching of Christ, com-
hined with apostolic and inspired
writings, forms the basis
Christianity.

The comerstone of this system
of belief is that Jesus was resurrect-
ed from the dead tollowing cxecu-
tion by the Roman government at
the insistence ol jealous Jewish
leaders. This had been predicted for
centuries 1n Biblc prophecics.
Considering that the whole concept
of Christianity involves belict in
God, an all-wise, all-powerful
Supreme Being, it is not difficult to
believe that God could bring about
the resurrection of 1is Son trom the

grave. With this demonstration of

Divine power and sacrificial love. 1t
is easy to accept our role as neces-
sary subjects of Christ and Ged,
Christ dicd 1o offer us salvation and
eternal hie.

What about Christian doctrine?
Again, the centerpicee of this aspect
of Christianity is logical, rational,

of
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and most beneficial o human cxis-
tence. Jesus says in Matthew 22:36-
40 that the greatest commandment
of His teaching is to love God with
all our heart, soul, and mind. The
second most important “law” is to
love our neighbors as we love our-
selves. Evervthing else in Christian
doctrine depends on these 1wo
“laws”. What a wondertul basis for
life and relationship with our fellow
man and our creator!

Christianity is the religion ofl
the Bible, a beligvable and under-
standable book of books. Christ-
anity is validated by the power
demonstrated by Jesus during His
lile and in His resurrection from the
grave. Christian principles provide
the best basis of living our lifc and
preparing us for our next lile.
Christians are promised a home in
hecaven for clernity with God.
Hcaven is free (rom death, discase.
disappeointment, tears, and evil of
any kind.

The price required Lo be a
Christian was paid by the death of
Jesus on the cross almost 2000 years
ago (Ephesians 5:12). We¢ need
only to follow Ilim today and He
will save us and reward us with eter-
nal lifc in Heaven (Acts 2:36-38),
The cxpectation of that elernal home
is what Chrisbianity is all about. %

Wayne Barrier lives in Florence,
Alabama, USA and is part of the World
Evangelism team.
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e Cany
heSecret

Overcoming the
Urge to Slip
Back into
the Potato Mode

There arc five important
things to do in order to keep
one motivated and working.
Some members will become
discouraged and want to quit.
Il nothing is done to counteract
this, the evangelistic firc will
begin to fizzle out and eventu-
ally die.

Make a Progress Chart

A good idea to kecp evan-
gelism going is to be reminded
how far you have come. A
; progress chart should be made
and clther shown on an overhead projector or copied [or all present so they
can vicw their successes. The chart should contain the increased attendance,
contribution and baptisms,

Appreciation Dinners for Workers
Another opportunity for cncouragement is to have a special dinner for
all personal workers. This provides opportunities not only for fellowship
but also for sharing experiences, both good and bad, concerning what is suc-
ceeding or not working well,

Evangelistic Periodicals
Another profitable move is to sign up all personal workers to reccive
evangelisiic periodicals and magazines such as The Voice of Truih
International, Gospel Advocare, Apologetics Press, Firm Foundaiion,
Christian Courier. Gospel! Gleaner, Spiritual Sword, elc.
Study Courses
Another thing one can do is offer home study courses in personal
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growth and cvangelism, Those involved in teaching the lost can complete a
chapter a weck in order to keep studying [or themselves.

Help Recharge the Worn Out Puolpit Pofato

The located preacher often wants and should be a leader in the effort for
growth. This means setting the cxample tor others to tollow in Bible studies
and hard work. When working in persenal evangelism, one realizes rather
quickly that it’s an emotionaliy draining experience. The devii 1sn't going
to give up his hold on people just because we want hum to. At times it’s tir-
ing and patieat work. Those involved with church growth will experience
this [irst-hand and should find ways 1o show appreciation to the preacher
and to cach other [or being leaders in the vineyard.

Overcoming the Urge to Slip Back into the Potato Mode

Part Two: Avoiding Burn-Ouf:
We don’t want any fFried Potatoes

Pray for Strength

An active prayer lifc should be encouraged. A program for growth is
doomed to fail if God is not a major part of the planning. Not only should
He be consulted in the beginning but He should be approached every day to
gain strength and comfort. In Matthew 6:8 we leamn “Your Father knoweth
what things ye have need of before ve ask him....” Bul we still must ask to
receive them, according to Matthew 7.7, “Ask, and it shall be given you,
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.™

Ster Back and Re-Focus

Sometimes it’s good te step back and refocus your goals and schedule.
We want to organize our day to allow time with family, the Lord and for
much-needed rest. If some begin to feel burnout coming on, help them reor-
ganize their schedule and add more time for rest and relaxation. God under-
stands our physical limitations.

Spend Time with Spiritvally Mature Friends

When we are drained emotionally from dealing with people who are
sincere, bat arc sincerely wrong, or are spiritual babes, depending on us for
leadership and example, retreat to a spititually mature friend. Time spent
with these who have the same spiritual maturity as vourself can greatly
strengthen your resolve to head back into the trenches!
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Overcoming the Urge to Slip Back into the Potato Mode

Part Three: Overcoming the
“We've Arrived” Complex

When a congregation grows and people are at all different spiritual lev-
els, it’s casy to want to stop working on growth and simply focus on those
you currently have in Studies. But this is a grave mistake. Amongst the
many different types of hearts who have begun attending the assembly, there
is only ong type of person who will obey the Gospel and stay — the good
ground! Because of this, (he congregation needs to keep bringing in more
people than arc saying, “No,” to the Gospel and leaving. True growth hap-
pens only when those coming in the front door exceed the numbers of these
exiting out the back.

Keep Raising Attendance Goals
Whenever you reach a goal it's good to celebrate in some way. but
don’t ever stop reaching. A new goal needs to be set and everyone needs to
immediately begin working on attaining that new goal. If people ever get
comfortabie again, they will slip right back into Potato Mode. We must
ncver forget that souls are at stake — the ones wc are teaching and our own.

Get New Members I[nvolved

As the congregation begins growing, encourage those who obey the
Gospel to assist mature members in Bible Studies. As they observe how the
Gospel is presented, they will become aware that they can do this! When
the new Christians are ready, help them set up steadies with their families
and friends. Above all, help them to work in the vineyard soon after they
obey the Gospel. They should be engaged in some fype of instruction for
their own continued growth as well as learning soul-winning methods and
opportunities. Tn the next few lessons, a couple of one-time home Bible
studies are provided to help get you started in personal work. Some charts
will also be provided to show various points more clearly to the prospect.
The charts have come from numcrous sources through the years and are
wonderful teaching tools. They are not original with me, and 1 take no cred-
it. [ would encourage you te design your own charts to use alongside these,
Sometimes it's casier for a person Lo understand a point when seeing a chart.
By using them, your Bible study will become more eftective.
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Pew Potato Power Points
When a congregation grows and people are at all different spiritual lev-
els. it’s casy to want to stop working on growth and simply focus on those
you currently have in Studies. Don’t do thal. Even spiritual growth and
knowledge in the Scriptures are increascd at a meore rapid pace when
Christians are involved in teaching others.

Questions
Why is a progress chart good?
What are some periodicals personal workers need?
Why is it important to kecp raising attendance goals?
Why spend time with mature Christian friends?
5. Why is it important to put new members to work”?

£ L b —

{Chapter seven of John-Mark Wilson’s study book and work-guide, The
Secret of Waking Up the Pew Potatoes.)

John-Mark Wilson works with the Apple Hill church of Christ in Jonesboro,
Arkansas, USA.

A Perfect Congregation
I think that 1 shall never see
- A church that’s all that it should be;
With perfect people all around,
Without a blemish to be found;

* With perfect elders, preachers too,
And perfect programs through and through;
And pcffect budgets, perfect classes,
For men and womien, lads and lasses;
Which never scems to have a care
And has new converts everywhere.

1 wish the folks could perfect be,
Instead of flawed like you and me.

_ Except, among that noble race,
'm sure that I’d fecl out of place.
— Qwen Cosgrove
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Editor’s Note;

We will conclude Dr, Grimm’s very valuable and
enlighteniug history of the Lord’s church with this
chapter which deuals with his own story:

May I speak ol myself as u connceting link of the
Central European churches of Christ and the brethren
and sisters of the English-speaking restoration move-
ment? ITiler’s henchmen in World War 1T tried to
complele the destruction of the Lord’s littic flock. in

Persecution and Endurance

Dr. Hans Grimm

1933 all bishops and deacons of the churches of Christ
on German soil were imprisoned in Konzentra-tion-
slager. In 1939 the adult members in East Prussia fol-
lowed their shepherds into the prisons and hard-labor
convoys, where they perished in 1944, and in 1942 the
Il Alsatian families were deported to Poland. There
they were massacred by the advancing Red tankists in January, 1945, All
died with the same heroism for their Lord as their ancestors did.

I was born in 1899 at Sablon-les-Metz as a scion of one of the oldest
Chrisnan families berween the Mosele and the Alps. My dear lather was one
of the last three bishops of the church of Christ in Strassburg, and T was
immersed by my uncle in the icy waters of the Hanauer Weiher March 18,
1916. Trained in Strassburg, Konigsberg, and Hamburg Universities, |
obtamed a license in comparative history of religions. Tmprisoned in 1933 by
the Nazis for preaching the gospel in the face of a blasphemous government, 1
had to suffer almost (wo years in the concentration camps of Hammerstein
and Lichtenburg, hunger, thirst, and the uninterrupted thrashing of arms, shin-
bones. and head. like all other polifical, religious or non-Aryan prisoners.
Releused, deaf in one car and with crushed kidneys, | continved preaching
like my ancestors in woods, hills, and swamps or in hiding places in the large
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cities. [ had to sell my special library and furniture to manage to live. When
World War II began | was commissioned as an interpreter with the army.

Back in Leipzig on Christmas, (945, [ icarned of my dear father’s
death, and from some survivors, the extermination of our churches in East
Europe. T immediatcly took up the task of rebuilding the destroyed brother-
hood, and T had to work hard as a proofreader, reporter, and lecturer to eam
a living not only for me, but also for the old and sick brethren and sisters in
Communist-ruled, famine-stricken and ravaged East Germany. 1 could say
with the apostle *“These hands have ministered unie my necessities, and to
themn that were with me™ (Acts 20:34).

Just at the beginning of a remarkable revival of young people in Leipzig,
and three months after my wedding, [ was arrested October 9, 1948, by the
Communists and for four years imprisoned in the ill-farned jails of Leipzig,
Waldheim and Graefentonna. The pretended reason: conspiracy against the
Red government in retigious circles,

Released in the fall of 1952, 1 jeined my dear wife in Western Germany.
In March, 1953, the Protestant State Church of Kurhessen-Waldeck invited
me to take over the office of president of the Evangelical Academy for
Social Ethics in Kassel, 1 declined; I could not subscribe to the promise not
to attack the teaching of the Confession of Augsburg.

But in the same month [ met for the first time in my life a member
of the restored churches of Christ of America. What he had to tell me
was not other than the faith of my ancestors which I had taught and prac-
ticed all my life. My grandfather had had contacts with Scottish (Haldanc)
Buptists and Sandemanians, yea, even with Christadeiphians in
Birmingham, but the American Restoration Movement had been totally
unknown to us. And now the fact that the Lord had built up his church
beyond the Atlantic, just in time, when his last followers in Europc dwin-
dled, hit me like a thunderclap. The toreh did not die out! God had kin-
dled it again and put it on a lamp-stand and 1t gives light for everybody in
the house. This was the fulfillment of Christ’s promise: I am going to build
my church, and the powers of death will never prevail against it T
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3 of the Hardest Words

Hershel Dyer

Some ycars ago, one of our
popular magazines carried the fol-
lowing story. A four-year-old boy
plucked a rose frem a neighborhoed
vard and took it home to his mother.
Inquiring as to where h¢ had gotten
it, she made him takce it back and
say he was sorry. This was not
easy, since he had thought he was
showing love to his mother. While
the neighbor lady fed him a piece of
cake, her husband went and cut a
dozen roscs. She then sent the little
fellow home with the roses and a
note which said: “Pleasc accept
these from a little boy who picked
the wrong rose and the right moth-
er.”

Il is not always easy to say, “1
am sorry”. Depending upon the
person and the circumstances, these
can be three of the hardest words
which a person ever utters.  Pride
will often interfere with such an
acknowledgment. These three
words are a confession that one has
been wrong or misiaken. A proud
heart does not wish 1o own up o
weakness or fault. Only when the
heart becomes truly humble will
these words sincercly come forth.
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The wise questioning of this
mother and her ready response
madc her worthy of the neighbor’s
praisc. She was teaching her boy, in
a hard way Lo be sure, that 11 is
wrong 1o steal — 1o take without
permission the property of another.
She was also teaching him that
doing wrong can have some
unplcasant consequences.

Character begins to be formed
very early in life. Moral precepts
and the consequences of departing
from thesc are so indispensable to
good character. If the boy in the
above account still lives, he became
a man a good while back. Tt is
doubtful that he will ever forget the
lesson of his mother so early and so
indelibly taught.

But we must also appreciate the
graciousness of the neighbor who
received the boy’s apology. She
could have said, “You’re a naughty
boy for stealing! Don’t ever come
into my vyard again!” Instead, she
accepted his apology and rewarded
him for doing the right thing. W

Hershel Dyer is a gospel preacher liv-
ing in Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA.
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Whose Job Is It to
Prevent Divorce?

Ronald D. Bryant

“An ounce of prevention is better than a pound of cure.

1

Preventing a

tragedy is better than picking up the pieces after one. Preventing a divorce
1§ possible, and it is reasonable, Whose responsibility is it to prevent
divorce? You guessed it —- the responsibility of preventing divorce is dele-
gated to cvery married person. The following is a list of responsibilitics to
be recognized and honored by cach marriage partner in the maintenance of
his or her marriage.

L.

If you do not want a diverce, put vour mate first. Priority i3 10 be
given to your mate. Be a blessing to your children — love yvour mate.
The greatest gift you can give your children 1s the sceurity they will
experience in a home where the parents love each other and dwell
together in tove and peace.

If vou do not want a divoree, learn to express love and devetion to
vour mate. You have the right to shower your matc with love. You
have the right to be devoted to your maie in the fulfillment ol his or her
needs. Leam from your mate what love and devotion mean to him or her.
If vou do not want a divorce, learn to value and esteem your mate,
Anyone can wreck a housc, but it takes skill to build a home. 1l takes
integrity and honor 1o build up one’s mate. Communicating acceptance
and respect is centrai to maintaining marriage.

If you do not want a divorce, lcarn the joy of togetherness, Working
together is your privilege. Plaving together can be your delight. Being
together can be a joy — if you will cultivate the spirit of adventure and
sharing life. Mutual respect, care, interesl, and devotion can be cultivat-
ed. Both you and your mate have the need [or these, and on a daily basis.
If you do not want a divorce, learn to focus upon common goals. If
a couple has a worthy goal and are working together 1o reach it, they
will be together in thought and action. Daily responsibilities and sched-
ules take you into different realms — therefore look for commeon
ground in common goals.

if you do not want a divorce, learn to listen to your mate. Engaging
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in respectful conversation requires both talking and listcning. Ne one
likes to be ignoved. Your mate will not be compelled to engage in ver-
bal assault if vou [earn to listen. Put out a sign that says, “Small talk is
appreciated”. if you have the small talks, the more significant conver-
sations will come easier. Tell your mate, “I love the sound of your
voice”, and then prove it by listening.

If you do not want a divorce, learn to communicate with your mate
from the heart. Speak from the heart, revealing the things that are on
your heart. No one can read your mind, and your mate wanis to know
what is on your heart. To speak from the heart and reveal your inner
thoughts to your mate is vital in building intimacy.

If you do not want a divorce, reject the temptation to run away
from problems. You have made a covenant to “keep yourself” — to
be faithful to one another until death. *“Cleave” to one another. You
cannot do that if you run away. Determine to be “solution oriented”.

If you do not want a diverce, learn to apelogize. Unless you are the
rarest of persons, you will make mistakes. Rule of thumb: When wrong,
admit it. When vou have offended, apologize! Remember: MNext 10 Y
love you”, the sweetest words arc “1 was wrong — [ am sorry — please
forgive me.” Sincere apology is not a sign of weakness. 1t s a sign of
maturity, love, and integrity. Forgiveness covers a multitude of sins.

. If you do not want a divorce, daily accept your marriage as a gift

from God. God gave you the capacity to love and to be loved. He
gave you your marriage. Honoring Him in your marriage includes hon-
oring your mate. Your first priority — share your life with God. Your
second priorily —- share vour life with your mate. Your third priority
— share vour life with your children. Your fourth prierity — making a
living. Your tifth priority — share your life with those abowt you.

From the Christian perspective, a hushand and wife are Lo live together,

before God, according 1o knowledge, in devotion to God and one another.
They are to remember and cherish the fact that their marriage is God’s
arrangement. They have entered into covenant before Him. They are privi-
leged to know the joys of marriage and are expected to [Ulfill the vows of
mnarriage, in obedience and honor of God.

Marriages are made in heaven! The maintenance work takes place on

carth! ¥

Ronald D. Bryant preaches for the church of Christ in Hollister, Missouri, USA.
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Walking With Christ

Steve Vice

Have vou ever taken a leisurely
walk with someone you care about
deeply? It seems like the birds sing
a sweeter song, the foliage is a
brighter green, the sky is bluer, and
everything looks brighter.

Now imagine that you are
walking with Jesus Christ. What
would you notice? How would you
view Him, yourself, and the world?

No doubt all of creation would
seem even more majestic in the
presence of its Creator. Your senses
would be amplified, striving to take
in every detail of such a great one
who has called vou His “friend”
(John 15:14).

Onc thing that you would

notice about Jesus would be His
care for those who walked with
Him. When the multitude was hun-
gry, He fed them. When the sick
came to Him, He healed them. And
alt who walked with Him were
taught the words of God.
Walk in the Light

If you would walk with Christ,
you must walk in the light. Jcsus
said, 1 am the light of the worid.
He who follows Me shal! not walk in
darkness, but have the light of life”
(John 8:12).

To walk in the hight is to walk
in the words of Christ. David said
that the Lord’s Word was a lamp to
his [eet and a light to his path
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{Psalm 119:105). Jesus” words will
give you the light of lile (John
6:03).

Walk in Agape Love

Your neighborhood continues
to change, with old neighbors mov-
ing out and new neighbors moving
in. But the second great command-
ment remains unchanged, “fo love
your neighbor as yourself” (Mat-
thew 22:39).

Jesus demonstrated agape love
for His neighbors through His life
of sciflessness and His sacrificial
death on the cross. There is “ne
greater love thawn this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends”
{John 15:13).

It is this same agape love with
which lesus has reached out to you
that causes vou to reach out to oth-
ers.

Walk in Service

You were “created in Christ
Jor good works” (Ephesians 2:10).
When you neglect that service, then
you are not walking in the purpose
for which Christ created you. But
when you walk in the good works,
you will hear Jesus say to you,
“Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for
vou from the foundation of the
world” (Matthew 25:34b).

Walking in faithful service to
your Father provides that sense of
purpose and fulfiliment that you are
searching for. It just makes you feel

good. Whenever you are feeling
low, a guaranteed “pick-me-up” is
to go out and do some good works
for someone ¢lse.

Conclusion

Walking in the light, in love,
and in service are necessary require-
ments for you who would walk with
Jesus Christ. If you say that you are
abiding in Christ, then you ought to
walk just as Jesus walked (1 John
2:6). This means that as you walk
you will feed the hungry, help heal
the sick, give comfort to the hurting,
and share with others the life-giving
Word of God.

As you walk with Christ, there
is no condemnation for you
{Romans 8:1). the blessings of the
Father are upon you (James 1:25);
and the blood of Jesus continually
cleanses you from all sin (1 John
1:7).

Walking with Jesus brings
peace, fulfillment, and contentment
to your soul. It gives hope, not only
ol the resurrection of eternal life,
but also for the life that you are now
living (John 10:10).

Remember, it is your heavenly
Father who is inviting vou to walk
with His royal Son: “d4s you there-
Jore have received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk in Ifim"” (Colossians
2:6). What a great and high honor! &

Steve Vice works with the church of
Christ in Forest Park, Georgia, USA.
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Follow Me...

Hans J. Dederscheck

Many times Jesus used the
expression “fellow Me” (Luke
5:27), but he also frequently used
the word “disciple™. Christ invites
people of all races and nations to
follow Him, to be peopie willing to
fearn from Him. He said: “Come
Jollow me, and { will make you fish-
ers of men” (Matthew 4:19).
Christians take their daily hardship
and fellow Christ.

Following the Son of Geod
requires real discipleship (John
8:30-36). Christians need to lcarn
from Jesus how to behave in this
world, what to do to prepare their
life for eternity (Ephesians 4:17-24).
Christians should be fishers of men,
bringing the Gospel of salvation to
their neighbors and friends. The
church of the first century grew
because the disciples of Christ fol-
lowed Jesus, teaching and making
new disciples, The church in Rome
was cstablished by such unknown
but enthusiastic followers of Jesus.

Following Christ means puiting
our confidence (faith) in Him, and
doing His will. The Lord will
strengthen us as we seek His king-
dom and His righteousness first
(Matthew 21:22; 6:32-34).

Christianity can never be a
mere teligion or a religious philoso-

&9

phy. Christianity is the way of life
{(Romans 12:1,2) taught by Christ,
as well as Paul, and the other apos-
ties. Christianity is a divine world-
view which sets God and Christ in
the center of our daily lifestyle.
Words do not change our life, but
following Christ’s teaching can do
that. Indeed, our life ought to be a
continuous repentance, since we
cannot deny that we are sinners and
depend always on God’s grace and
mercy (Luke 13:1-5; Matthew 7:17-
27).

A disciple learns from his Lord
how 1o deleat this world, as Christ
did (John 16:33). Disciples often
have to face tremendous hardships
and loneliness. We should never
forget that the Lord is always with
us to protect, guide, comfort, and
help us, Jesus never abandons His
brothers (Hebrews 4:15,16). No
one can separate us from God’s love
{Romans 8:38,39).

“Follow me” means following
Christ’s teaching and accepting His
conditions for life and worship.
Indeed, the life of a disciple of
Christ should be a daily and c¢ver-
lasting worship to God, glorifying
Jesus and God the Father. T

Hans J. Dederscheck is an evangelist
in the country of Austria.
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Don R. Bentley

What subjcct do gospel preachers seem to aveid when preparing
Sunday sermons? You don’t know? Sure you do. Allow me to put it anoth-
er way. How many sermons have you preached or heard on the subject of
the “M"” word — money? IU’s a topic that strikes a decathblow to the sermon
preparation process. [t scems to enter the self-imposed forbidden zone of
“do not touch” topies. After ali, one’s finances are a very personal matter,
right?

Be that as it may, money is often in control of our lives more than we
might care to admil. It is not only a personal topic, but an emotional onc as
well. It can make us happy or sad. Jt can stir up our anger. 1t can make us
nervous and unsellled. 1t can even temporarily relax us. Here are some
questions to illustrate the pomt:

1. How do you feel when you get a twenty dollar bill inside your birthday
card?

2. How do you feel when yvou read about some eighteen-year-old phenom-
enon making millions of dollars a ycar to hit or throw a leather-covered
baseball?

3. What emotion is stirred up when you find out you owe Uncle Sam
$850.00 in back taxes?

4. Do you panic when your car payment of $278.00 is due and you have
only $125.00 in the bank and haven'| bought grocenes yet?

5. Does going on a vacation with plenty of money v your wallet and a
new car make it a relaxing cxperience?

The funny thing about it is that money is an inanimale picee of paper or
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metal, It can’t really do anything! So why does it put us all ever the emo-
tional road map? Maybe it’s because we fail to completely understand two
of the New Testament’s most powerful statements concerning moeney:

“For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with
many sorrows " (1 Timothy 6:10),

“I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ve ought to sup-
port the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It
is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Notice that it is the /ove of money that is the roct of all evil, not the
money itself. Perhaps we all have that root within us, waiting to Teceive
water and nourishment. However, it can’™ produce the evil unless it is
watcred and nurtured on a regular basis. It will eventually decay in the
unfertile ground of onc’s heart and die. The question is: do we water and
fertilize the root regularly because we are failing to follow the second divine
fact about money, that is, giving it to the church and the needy on a regular
basis?

We are doing one or the other, giving money tor Christ-centered rea-
sons, or hoarding and spending it because of self~centered reasons. Those
are the only two choices available. Your choice will determine if money is
controlling you or you are contralling it.

If you are in control of your money, you are giving a portion of it [rom
a cheerful heart to meel the needs of the church and the needy among us.
Your motive is simply your love for Christ and vour brothers. Then and
only then are you relicved of the emotional roller coaster it can put you on.
You are promised by our Lord to be blessed because you are laying up trea-
sures in heaven. God has promised treasures that will last for eternity.

That is jusi the opposite of what the world is trying {o shove down our
throats. The worldly believe that it is more blessed to receive than to give.
The logic goes, “The more money [ earn and spend on mysell at the mal! or
Wal-Mari, the more blessed T will be.” The only problem with that line of
reasoning 1s that somehow we never have enough of it to make us stay
happy. Our happiness is based on our present circumstance and greed rather
than the truth of Jesus” words.

An inquisitive newspaper reporter once asked Mr. Rockefelier, one of
the richest men in the world at the time, how much moncy it would take for
him to say he had cnough. Mr. Rockefeller smiled and replied, “Just one
more dollar, young man. Just one more doliar,”
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Yes, money is a very personal subject that some believe we should
leave alone when preparing our sermons. But guess what — Christianity is
a personal thing about a personal Savior and our personal choices. Our Lord
put a botlom line on the subject, which wraps it up in a neat little package
called our heart. Here is what He said:  “For where vour treasure is, there
will vour heart be also” (Luke 12:34).

What is controlling you? It depends on who 1s the love of your heart.
We not only spend our time with the love of our heart, but our moncy as
well. So which is it. love of scif and money, or love of Christ and His
c¢hurch? The choice is yours, and so are the consequences. ¢

Dan R. Bentley is a Christian living in Athens, Texas, USA.
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How to Catch a Monkey

One of the oldest methods of catching monkeys is 80 simple
you would seriously doubt its reliahility, although it realy works.
A hunter merely cuts a small hole in a gourd, ties il to a tree,
then places a few seeds inside the gourd. Soon a monkey hap-
pens by, and overwhelmed by curiosity, reaches through the tiny
hole to expiore.

Feeling the seeds, he scoops them up in his hand and tries to
pull his fist out of the tiny hele. To his dismay, he {inds that he
cannot free himself. He stubbornly refuses fo let go of his “pre-
cious treasures” and keeps his fist closed until the hunter
returns and captures him.

Oh, how pitiful to witness the thousands of people trapped by
Satan using the same method. Satan baits the trap with material
possessions, success, popularity, physical pleasure, social accep-
tance, and numberless other “precious treasures” that are so
important to us. Then we, like little monkeys, grab and grasp and
make tight litte fists around our treasures, only to discover that
we are trapped in an existence of worldliness. Jesus said we can-
not serve both God and mammaon (Matthew 6:24),

- Selected
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Life is a marvelous gift of
divine grace. Life 1s so precious
that God said, “Whaoso sheddeth
man's blood by man shall his blood
he shed, for in the image of God
made he man” (Genesis 9:6).
Hoewever, nothing is more common
to life than death. Ever since God
said, “thou shalt surely die,” man
has been preoccupied with death.

Death is a power, 1t is so
powerful that no man ¢an escape it.
“The way of all the earth” (Joshua
23:14) is the way of death. for "jr is
ap-pointed unto man once to die”
{He-brews 9:27). If a man pos-
sessed the wisdom of Solomon and
the strength of Samson, he could not
ward off the advancing hand of
death.

Death is a mystery. Many
things about life are mysterious.
David marveled over the inscrutable
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Death

Frank Chesser

P

nature of conception and growth in
the womb (Psalm 139:13-15). The
ability of the mind to think, reason,
anid remember iy an unfathomable
thing. And yct, nothing about life 1s
as mysterious as death. One can be
alive and well one moment and lying
still 18 death the nexi; in time today,
in ctermity tomorrow. No living man
has walked through the gate of death
and unsheathed its secrets (Job
38N,

Death is impartial. [t is
impervious to age. Decath will
invade the womb, crib, playpen,
school, factory, and nursing home.
Wealth is of no concern to death.
The pauper cannot heg off becausc
of his poverty, and the millionaire
cannot buy off becaunse of his
wealth. Death is insensible te onc’s
social status. Social prominence
impresses life, but not death.
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Death is a tragedy for the
unprepared. Sin s man’s problem,
Calvary is God's remedy, and
Gospel obedience is the means of
appropriating God’s provisions of
grace to the soul. Taithful adher-
ence to the Divine Will insulates the
soul from the condemnation of sin.
The world 1s immersed in tragedy.
However, the apex of tragedy will
be to stand before God, having
rejected the Gospel, or having
reverted to the ways of the world.

Death is a blessing for the
faithful. It is so glorious that no
brush can portray it, no pen can
depict it, and no tonguc can describe
it. Death for the Christian is a begin-
ning, not an end; an entrance, not a
closed door; a blessing, not a curse.
“For me 1o live is Christ, and to die
is gain” (Philippians 1:21). Prepara-
tion for death is the object of life. ¥
Frank Chesser preaches for the

Panama Street congregation in
Montgomery, Alabama, USA.
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Husband: “Hello, Dear. How
did everything go today?”

Wife: “Oh, T had a little argu-
ment with the water department.”

Husband: “Who won?”

Wife: “Nobody. It was a tie.
They don’t get any money, and we
don’t get any water.”

A man suddenly staried feeling
horrible and was sent to the hospi-
tal. The next day the doctor had a
talk with the man’s wife. He said,
“¥Your husband has been suffering
from serious stress. 1f immediate
action is not taken, he could die in a
very short time.”

The woman replied, “What type
of immediale action?” The doctor
said, “You must provide a stress-
[ree environment in your home. For
ithe next two wecks, make wonder-
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ful mcals for him every day. Also,
you must be sure that you don’t nag
him or stress him in any way.”

On the drive home from the
hospital, her husband asked, “So
what's wreng with me, Honey?”

The woman paused for a
moement, and then replied, “Sorry,
Bert, but vou're going to die.”

Two female blondes were
doing some carpeatry work on a
bouse, Dana, who was najling
down house siding, would reach
into her nail pouch, pull out a nail,
and either 1oss it over her shoulder
or nail it in.

Donna, figuring this was worth
looking into, asked, “"Why arc you
throwing those nails away?” Dana
explained, “When I pull a nail out
of my pouch, about half of them
have the head on the wrong end and
1 throw them away.”

Donna got completely upset
and yelled, “You moren! Thosc
pails aren’t delective! They're for
the other side of the house!”

My doctor made me feel good
the other day. Hc told mc [ have the
body of a 35-vear-old. Then he told
me where the guy was buried.
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Two college students were talking:
Bob: “John, you look all bro-
ken up. What's the matter?”
John: “T wrote home for money
for a study lamp.”
Bob: “So what’s the problem?
John: “They sent the lamp.”

-4

A college football coach had
recruited a talented player who
couldn’t pass the school’s entrance
exam. Needing the recruit badly,
the ceach went to the dean and
asked if the recruit could take the
test orally. The dean agreed, and
the following day the recruit and the
coach were seated in his office.

"Okay,” the dean said. “What
is seven times seven?”

The recruit mulled it over for a
moment, then said, I think it’s 49.”

Suddenly the coach jumped up.
“Please, dean,” he begged, “give
him another chance.”

A wife came home from work
to find her house-husband crying
over the kitchen sink. She said,
“Honey, what's wrong?”

He said, between sniffles, *1...1
dropped the ice cubes on the floor,
and then I rinsed them off in hot
water, and now [ can’t find them.”
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Child returning home from school,
to parent:

“Boy, talk about a stressful
day! We had a math test, a spelling
quiz, and broccoli casserole for
lunch!”

A bhusband and wife drove a
long way in silence following a ter-
rible argument in which ncither
would budge. The husband eventu-
ally pointed to a mule in a field and
asked, “Relative of yours?”

“Yes,” she replied, “by mar-
riage.”

My mother-in-law lacks quite a
bit of being my favorite person,
especially when she comes to visit
for a few weeks. Today | picked
her up at the airport. She’s at the
age where she doesn’t remember
things 0o well, so when I saw her 1
said, “Thanks for coming. Have a
nice flight!”

Preacher: A person who talks in
someone else’s sleep.

Church: A place where you
encounter nodding acquaintances.
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Remember Now Your Creator
in the Days of Your Youth

B. Arjunan

A man lives in three periods:
childhood, adolescence and adult-
hood. The adolescent period is
very important for it is then that he
has to think and make a plan for his
future, The Bible says, “Remember
now your Creator in the days of
vour youth” (Ecclesiastes.12:1).

You may think, “What new doc-
trine is thig?” But read the verse
carefully. It says, “In the days of
vour youth...” What does that mean?
In our childhood we thought as a
child. in youth, or adolescence, one
may think as a youth, but he has
gained enough maturity that he can
analyze what is good and what 15 evil.

Thus, a youth can understand
what he is about to do, along with the
consequences, and act accordingly.
But the writer ol Ecclesiastes says
that in our youth we must remember
who created as. Up to this point in
your life, you might have worshiped
many gods or no god at all. But this
is the right time to remember your
Creator and to grow in an under-
standing of His wonderful plan about
you. Through His word ITe will
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teach you how to live in this world.
The Lord has promised that if you
will obey Him, “T will never leave
you nor forsake you..' So we may
boldly say: ‘The LORD is my helper;
I will not fear. What can man da 1o
me? " (Hebrews 13:5,6).

If you learn His teaching and
walk in His light, you will be
blessed now and in the future.

“For length of days and long
{ife And peace they will add to you.
Let not mercy and truth forsake
vou, Bind them around your neck,
Write them on the tablet of your
heart, and so find favor and high
esteem in the sight of God and man.
Trust in the LORD with all vour
heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge Rim, and He shall
direct your paths ” {Proverbs 3:2-6).

Moses, who led the nation of
Israel through the wilderness, was
brought up in the care of Pharaoh’s
daughter when he was a child. In
his youth he came to know who he
was — that he was an Israelite —
and who his Creator was — the God
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of heaven. As soon as he under-
stood about himself and about his
Creator, he chose “...rather lo suffer
affliction with the people of God
than to enjoy the passing pleasures

of sin, esteeming the reproach of

Christ greater riches than the trea-
sures in Egypt,; for he looked fo the
reward” (Heb.11:25,26).

Like Moses, identify God your
Creator and identify His people and
try to live with them and serve Him,

Frem the time of our youth,
there are many dangerous tempta-
tions. We must listen to the wamn-
ings of those who are older and
wiser than we, in order to avoid suf-
fering great harm. Solomon wrote
that he saw a young man void of
understanding,

“Passing along the street
sear her [an immoral woman’s)
corner; And he took the path to
her house in the twilight, in the
evening, in the black and davk
night. And there a woman met
him, with the attive of a harlot,
and a crafty heavt. She was
loud and rebellious, Her feet
would noi stay ar home. At
times she was outside, at timey
int the open square, furking at
EVEFY COFREDN.

“So she caught him and
kissed him; With an impudent
fuce she said fo him:
peace offerings with me; Toduy |
have paid my vows. ... Come, let

T have
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us take our fill of fove until
morning; Let us delight our-
selves with love. For my hus-
hand is not at home; He has
gone on a long journey....’

“With her enticing speech
she caused him to yield; With
her flattering lips she seduced
him. immediately he went after
her, as an ox goes to the slaugh-
ter, or as a fool to the correction
aof the stocks....

“Now therefore, listen to
me, my children; Pay attention
to the words of my mouth: Do
not let your heart turn aside to
her ways, Do not stray into her
paths; For she has cast down
many wounded, And all who
were slain by her were strong
men., Her howse is the way fo
hell, descending io the chambers
of death. " (Proverbs 7:8-27),

Nowadays many young men go
as an ox goes to the slaughter. They
fall into sins and they are caughi by
diseascs like AIDS. By the inspira-
tion of the [loly Sprit, Solomon has
written about the way of death.
Remember! Your future will be
according to your choice,

Listen to Paul’s advice to
Timothy: “Flee alse vouthful lusts;
but pursue righteousness, faith,
love, peace with those who call on
the Lord out of @ pure heart. But
avaid foolish and ionorant dispures,
knowing that they generaie strife’”
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(2 Timothy 2:22,23). Youthful lusts
will take you to everlasting destruc-
tion. So flee those temptations, and
join with thosc who call on the Lord
out of a pure heart.

Joseph, the son of Israel, was a
young man. Since his father loved
him more thanr all his children, his
brethren hated Joseph, and they sold
him to the [shmaelites. The slave
traders brought Joscph into Egypt and
sold him to Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh’s and captain of the guard.
“The LORD was with Joseph, and he
was a swecessfid man; and he was in
the house of his master the Egyptian.
And his master saw that the LORD
was with him and that the LORD
made all he did to prosper in his
hand. ... Then be made him overseer
of his house, and ali that he had he
put under his authority. ... And it
came to pass after these things that
his master's wife cast longing eves on
Joseph, and she said, ‘Lie with me.’
But he refused and said to his mas-
ter's wife, ... ..How then can | do
this great wickedness, and sin against
God?’ ... and [he] fled and ran ont-
side” {(Genesis 39:2-13).

0, young man, when you flce
like Joseph, you will be blessed like
him.

Let’s remember the question
and advice given by David, “How
cun a voung man cleanse hiy way?
By taking heed according to Your
word” (Psalm 119:9). The young
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David alse made the Lord as his
refuge and his fortress. “Then
David went on and became great,
and the LORD of hosts was with
him" (1 Chronicles 11:9), If you
remember your creator, you will
grow greater and greater like David.
The Lord also will be with you.

Dear young men, and young
ladies, the days of your youth arc
not ¢ndless, They are little more
than a breath of time, but the person
you become in your youth will have
much to do with shaping your cntire
life. The way you think and behave
in your youth will set your feet on a
path that will grow into adulthood.
If you obey God you will be spared
much sorrow and trouble.

So I beg you, in your youth
don’t forget your Creator. Moses,
Joseph, and David remembered and
loved the Lord and enjoyed many
blessings at Flis hand. You should
also remember your God. Know
Him and understand His will lor
yvou by rcading His words in the
Holy Bible. Accept Jesus as your
Lord, who was sent to the world as
the Savior. He will deliver you
front all your youthful lusts. And
then find His Church and worship
your God — your Creator -— with
His people. ¥

B. Arjunan is a preacher of the Gospel
in South India, He edits a monthly
magazine, and has a weekly TV pro-
gram and radio program.
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Tom Steed

The media is currently filled
with information about sexual abuse
by pricsts in the Catholic Church,
The abuse and cover-up that have
taken place are a disgrace to that
organization and to activities under-
taken in the name of Christ, The
teaching that requires celibacy for
those who serve as spiritual leaders
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in Catholicism is a false and mis-
guided doctrine. Paul did say that il
one possessed Lthe ability for ccliba-
cy, it was a gift that could be used
to serve the Lord, cspecially in
times of persccution and difficulty.
So veluntary celibacy is not wrong,
but a celibate life is not what God
planncd from the beginning.
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However, concerning these
news-making relevations invelving
Catholic pricsts, we would be
wrong to assume that abuse and
sexual impropriety have occurred
only among Catholics and never in
other religious groups. Anyone,
rcgardless of his religious affilia-
tion, can fall prey to temptation and,
thus, fall inte sin. Obviously, im-
posed celibacy increases the likeli-
hood of engaging in illicit sex.

There are two conclusions con-
cerning the Bible und the subject of
sexuality. First of all, scxuality is a
gift of God, and a wholesome aspect
of our naturc. Secound, God regu-
lates and limits our sexuality in
ways that benefit those lor whom
the gift was intended.

The Bible consistently speaks
of our scxualily as something
ordained by God. [n the beginning,
God saw that il was not good for
man to be alone, so He created
woman to complement man and
form a loving pair. God pro-
nounced that this arrangement was
good. The first sin was simple dis-
obedience to the commands of God,
not sexual activity. After the fall,
Adam and Eve were told to be fruit-
ful and multiply and replenish the
earth. In several places in the Old
Testament, the writers, inspired by
God, comment on the physical
beauty of the characters. Marriage
is to be honored by all (Ilebrews
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13:4) — wives and husbands are to
fullzll their duties (o each other (1
Corinthians 7).

Notice that all these relation-
ships arc to be heterosexual and
monogamous. God regulated sexual-
ity by forbidding adultery as one of
the Ten Commandments. Old
Testament law forbade incest, hoimo-
sexuality, and other aberrations.
Jesus not only forbade adultery but,
as He did in many other areas, He
sought to go to the heart of the prob-
fem by condemning lust as well as
actual physical transgressions,

Sexual sins can be forgiven, just
like any other. In the Corinthian
church ihere were people who were
guilty of gross sexual immorality and
Paul, as he condemned the errors,
said, “And that is what some of you
were. But vou were washed, you
were sanctified, you were justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
and by the Spirit of our Gaod” (1
Cerinthians 6:11).

Sexual sin is no worse than other
s, with the exceptien that 1t warps
and often destroys the lives of inno-
cent people who become vigtims of
the sin, rather than partakers in it.

In order to preserve the beauty
and sweetness of sexuality, as God
intenided it to be. [et us abide by His
regulations. T

Tom Steed is the preacher for the
church of Christ in Carbondale,
Illinois, USA.
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During times of trouble you
may have asked the question “WHY
1% this happening to me?™” A simple
change of Y to O in the word WHY
makes 4 profound difference. The
word then becomes WHO, The
question changes to “WHO is in
control?”

God showed Job that Te could pro-
vide better comfort by answering
WITO rather than WHY. He as-
sured Job that He had created ail
things. that He was greater than the
problems ip the lives of humans,
and that He was still in control of
the entire universe.

Changing Y to O

Johnie N. Jenkins

One of the oldest books in the
Bible suggests that we change “y”
o “0”. The book ot Job is not about
WHY good men suffer. It assuimes
this as a given. Instead, the book is
about God and about WHQ is in
control. God allowed Job to wrestle
with the question of why he was
suffering. He didn’t answer that
guestion for him! He ignored ali of
Job’s doubts and challenges, but He
raised other and better questions
that provided Job with all the assur-
ance he needed.

Job was demanding an answer
to WHY?, but God showed him that
he was wrong in his attitude and
wrong in his question. There is a
vasi difference between wrestling
with the mystery of WHY, and
demanding to know the answer,
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In Job's deep grief and sick-
fess, it seemed to him that God had
abandoned him, and -— worse still
- that God was bringing all the evil
upon him. Never once did he con-
sider the fact that Satan is at war
with God’s faithful people. Never
once did he look to the source of
evil as the explanation for the terri-
ble things he was suffering.
Instead, he doubted God, challenged
God, and he forgot that God is not
required to give an acceunting to
anyone.

Too often in our lives today,
when troubles come, we forget that
Satan is out to destroy God’s chil-
dren, and we make the mistake Job
made, wondcring, “WHY is God
doing this?” Troubles come for
many reasons — some, of our own
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making — some, because of the
fault of others -— and, some,
because of Satan’s plans to discour-
age and hurt us. But God can use
cvery problem to teach us vital
lessons of trust in Him, helping us
to grow spiritually through the very
tools Satan would use to destroy us.

When we do find ourselves in
troubling situations with questions
of, “Why is this happening to me?”
we need Lo remember that God
showed Job that a belter guestion
was, “WHO 15 in control of what is
happening?” Through the many
deep and unanswerable questions
CGod hurled at Job, He drove home
the fact that not only had He created
the universe, but that He was still
busily engaged in everything ihat
wag happening.

God is the ultimate and su-
preme power. He has authority over
everything. Lven Satan can do anly
what God allows. God supphied a
better answer to fob by showing
him that even if He explained WI{Y
Job was allowed to suffer, he would
not understand the answer. God's
power and wisdom are beyond
man’s understanding.

At the end of God’s questions,
Job replied, “? know that you can do
all things, no plan of yours can he
thwarted. You asked who is this
that obscures my council without
knowledge. Surely | spoke of things
I did not understand, things too

wonderful for me to know. . My
ears had heard of vou, but now my
eves have seen vou. Therefore, T
despise myself and repent in dust
and ashes ” (Job 42:2-5),

When Job understood that God
was still in control and that His
ways were higher than man’s ways,
he was convinced that to know
W{IG is in conirol is better than
knowing WHY things werc happen-
ing to him.

And, in our lives, even though
God allows us to struggle with the
WHY question, He suggests that we
also ask the question “WHOQ? "
God is glorified when righteous
men faithfully serve him during
struggles and trials. Psalm 116:15;
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is
the death of His saints.”

Revelation 2:10: “"Do not be
afraid of what vou are aboul 1o suf-

Fer. Fiell you the devil will put
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some of you in prison to test you
and you will suffer persecution for
ten days. Be faithful even fo the
puint of death, and { will give vou
the crown of life.”

Jesus said that the very hairs of
our heads are numbercd, and that
God 13 aware of every sparrow that
falls. 1f He is concerned about such
seemingly unimportant things, how
can we doubt that He is concerned
about the welfare of His children? %

Johnie N. Jenkins is an elder in the
Lord’s church.
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“Do you ever feel downhearted or discouraged?
Do you ever think your work is all in vain®?
Do the burdens thrust upon you make you tremble?
And you fear that you shall ne’er the victory gain?"

Well, it is fairly certain that you occasionally do, for discouragement is
a very common ailment! Perhaps you have had a spirit kindred to Elijah
who felt all alone in his struggles (1 Kings 19:8). There was a time in
David’s life when he reached the point of despair, but he came out of it.
tlow was he able to overcome his discouragement? Notice the antidote
David applicd to hus life:  “drd David was greatly distressed ... but David
encouraged himself in the Lord his God” (1 5amuel 30:6).

What can be gained from the context of this passage that will help us
overcome discouragement?

1. Get alope in the PRESENCE of God. David did that as he
“inguired of the Lord” (1 Samuel 30:8). This is the [irst step we must take
if we are to cast off discouragement. Get into the presence of the Lord and
tell Him everything... “casting all vour anxieiy upon him, because he
careth for you " (1 Peter 5:7). There is wonderful relief and releasc even in
the process of telling God of our discouragement.

2. Seek the fellowship of the PEOPLE of God. David went to
Abiathar the priest (1 Samuel 20:7). There 1s great valuc in sharing our
Joys, sorrows, and discouragements with others who are like-minded with
us. If you are discouraged, try cncouraging someonc ¢lse, and it will help
make your own discouragement disappear.

3. Lean hard upon the PROMISES of God. David depended npon
God in this dark moment. Notice the words, “Thou shalt surely ... without
Jail .7 (1 Samuc] 30:8). There arc many promises which God has made to
us, and they are all “yee and amen in Christ Jesus ™ (2 Corinthians 1 :20) -—

g4
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not onc of them has cver (ailed, nor will one of them ever fail (Mark 13:31)!
is there anything, anywhere. that wiil more quickly banish discouragement
than God’s wonderful promises?

4. Remember the PROVIDENCE of God. Although David was
passing through a time of upheaval, of loss, of distress, and discouragement,
yot God was silently planning in love for him (rcad | Samuel 30:11-16).
We must never forget God's ability te make “alf things work wgether for
good” in our lives {Romans 8:28).

“His love in time past
Forbids us to think
He'll leave us at last
in trouble to sink.” it

Roger Johngon lives and works in Memphis, Tennessee, USA,
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A

Memorial
to the
Lord

Vance Hutton

Most countries of the world
have established some specific days
doring each ycar when the people
pay tribute to those who have sacri-
ficed themselves for the benefit of
their fellow citizens. 1t certainly is
fitting and proper and good that
such be done. So much is owed by
s0 many 1o so few.

But, each Lord’s Day we
observe a memorial to the Lord. It
too is fitting, good, and proper for
such to be done. The Bible refers to
this memeorial as the communion,
the Lord’s Supper, the Lord’s Table,
and as breaking bread. May we
notice a few important matters relat-
ing to this memorial 1o our Lord.

1. The Purpose of the
Lord’s Supper: Oh, how casily
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and quickly we forget! We forget
God (Jercmiah 2:32), and we can
forget our purging from sin (2 Peter
1:8,9). The Lord simply said to eat
this supper in remembrance of Him.
We remember His suffering for us
{1 Corinthians 11:24). We have
been bought with bload. Never for-
get it. Partaking of the Lord’s
Supper is a time of examination,
communion with the Lord, discern-
ment of this sacrifice, and procla-
mation of the Lerd’s death until He
returns. Lest we forget, may we be
led to Calvary each Lord’s day.

2, The Partakers ef the
Lord’s Supper: Since Jesus
promised to eat this supper with His
disciples in ITis kingdom, partakers
are to be citizens of the Kingdom
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{Luke 22:29,30}. Itis lor those who
are in the kingdom, the church of
our Lord. It is for those who have
been born ane¢w and have thus
cntered the kingdom {John 3:3,5).
It is for saints and faithful brethren
{Colossians 1:1,2). To commune
with the Lord one must be of such
character that God will accept his
worship. Simply put, people must
be [aithful children of God in order
to partake of the Lord’s Supper.

3. The Principles Pertaining
to the Supper: Remember that the
memeorial is a2 command for children
of God, a command we must obey.
One is to meditate and rcemember
thce suffering our Lord endured.
There 18 to be communion or fel-
lowship, participation, and intimacy
with the body and blood of Jesus,
One is to look within in exarmnina-
tion of himself. One is to partake in
a worthy manner, or elsg onc eats
and drinks damnation to himself.
One is proclaiming the necessity of
the Lord’s death to the world. He is
to partake on the first day of every
week (Arts 20:7). One should be
regular and consistent in the memo-
rial.

4. The Perversions of the
Lord’s Supper: Some neglect and

3 S TR
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forsake it without heart. Some per-
verl it by seeing 1t as more impor-
tant than the other acts of worship.
Many partake with their spirit far
from communion with the Lord.
Some partake of it at weddings, oth-
ers have changed its numes, and
some have substituted its elements.
Some have changed the day, and
others the frequency for observance.
Parcnts have had their non-Christian
children to partake and some have
broken fellowship over the contain-
ers for the fruit of the vine.

5. The Power of the Lord’s
Supper: There is great power in
meditation and resolve of heart
{Luke 15:17). Abusing the Supper
led some at Corinth to be weak,
sickly, and asleep spiritually. Think
how many pcople’s lives have been
held together because of the power
of the communion. There is awe-
some power for transformation in
surveying the wondrous cross each
Lord’s day. The old song says,
“Feast divine all else surpassing,
precicus blood for you and me,
while we sup, Christ gently whis-
pers, do this in my memory."” ®

Vance Hutton is the preacher for the
church of Christ in Double Springs,
Alabama, USA.
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The

Clarence
DelLoach, Jr.

There isn’t anything that will
substitule for true, spiritual worship
in the life of the church. What it
does for the church collectively and
lor cach Christian individually is
life-changing. A church not grow-
ing in quality, God-ordained wor-
ship is a church not growing, period.

We are not talking about ritual,
formality, routine, and tradition (hat
become mindless and meaningless.
Nor are we talking about emaotional,
fanatical, ecstatic, leeling-oriented
activity that saps you. We are talk-
ing about worship that is faithfully
commitied to the Word of Gaod,
worship that seecks Lo discover its
truths — that meditates on God with
a lruc and sincere heart,

True worship glorifies God.
Worship “sanctifies God™ in those
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who draw near to Him (Levilicus
10:3). Glod is set apart and glorified
in true worship.

Right worship purifies the
worshipper. Those who stand
before Him need clean hands and
pure hearts (Psalm 24:3,4). Draw-
ing nigh Lo God motivates a willing-
ness to confess our sins and come
with a penitent heart. The resull
will be forgiveness and transforma-
tion, The church 15 not made up of
perfect. elite saints who come to
parade their piety, but weak and
humble hearts whoe scek God’s
power in healing their souls and
lives.

Acceptable worship builds
the ehurch. The first church was
first a worshipping church (Acts
2:42}, then a growing church {Acts
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2:47; Acts 5:28). Worship made
Jerusalem a winsome, atiractive
church. True edification is nol
some momentary emotional high,
bul commiment and transforma-
tion, If you are not being changed
by your worship, then there is some-
thing armiss in the worshipper or the
worship itself.

Quality worship impacts the
last. btvery God-ordained act of
worship, when entered into sincere-
ly by Christians, will have a power-
ful effect upon unhelievers who
may be in the assembly (1 Corin-
thians 14:23-25}. Many an alien
sinner has walked down the aisle to
obey God because of the hearty
singing, fervent praying, and power-
tul preaching in the servicc. What
an impact there is in one hour of
loving, sincere, heart-felt, God-hon-
oting, truth-secking worship! And
what a contrast such worship is to
the tendcney today to entertain
aftendees, rather than (0 draw them
into an attitude ol humble prostra-
Llion betore God.

Don’t just attend the service —
worship. God will be glorified.
Christians will be cleansed. The
church will be built up. And the
lost will be won,

What can be of greater benefiit
than that? T
Clarence Deloach, Jr. works with the

Walnut Street Church of Christ in
Dickson, Tennessee, USA,
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John Thiesen

Sometimes we hear people ask
the question, “Why can’t I worship
God just ag well at hotne by praying
privately and listening to sermons
on radio and television? Why
should T attend church services?”

Those who ask this question are
usually ones who do not meet with
others to worship God publicly.
They want to be counted as
Christians, but they do not want to
be a part of the church and its cor-
porate worship.

It is true that we can worship
God in our hotnes. In fact, the Lord
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wants us to. The Christian life is
one of daily worship and service to
God in many ways. Jesus taught
that “men ought always to pray and
not to faint” {Luke 18:1), Paul told
Christians to “pray without ceas-
ing " (1 Thessalonians 5:17).

There is nothing in this world
as important to our salvation as a
life walked daily with Christ. If He
is our constant companion and we
are found taking our requests and
problems to God in prayer, this is
exactly what God desires of us. In
this Christian age, there is no partic-
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ular geographical spot or building
which is hely. Christians are on
holy ground at all times as God sur-
veys their hearls 24 hours a day.
We do not have to hurry oft (o the
church building before we can pray.

On the other hand, we cannot
live acceptably to God if we avoid
worshipping and working with other
Christians. We sin when we do this.
This is because the Christian life is
not only ene of individual relation-
ship to God, but also a celiective,
cooperative walk with other Chris-
tians, It was said of the church
which Christ cstablished in ferusa-~
lem that the disciples continued
steadfastly “in the apostles’ doc-
trine, and fellowship, and in break-
ing of bread and in prayers” (Acls
2:42). The word “fellowship”
means sharing with one another in a
COMMON Cause.

Since its beginning, therc have
been those who have stayed away
from the public assemblies of the
church. Christians are commanded
not to forsake the assembling of
themselves Logether (Hebrews
190:25). God has decreed that His
people work and worship together.
Several acts of worship were
designed by Him to be performed
together by His people, such as par-
taking of the Lord’s Supper, singing
together, and taking up a financial
collection for the Lord’s work.
Peter called the church “an holy
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nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvelous fight” (1 Peter
2:9). Those who stay homc and
avoid the church’s worship services
are not doing this. Since they are
doing what unbclievers do when the
doors of the church building are
copen — that is, staying away ---
they are not showing forth the prais-
es of God.

We shall reap what we sow. If
we live as the world docs, we shall
share the world’s fate in the judg-
ment. If we live as God wants, we
shall inherit efernal life. But we
can’t sow one thing and reap anoth-
er, We must make up our minds to
follow Christ first. We can’t have
one foot in the kingdom of God and
another foot in the kingdom of
Satan.

In conclusion, Christians can-
not deliberately choose to stay home
without good reason when the
church is worshipping and still be
pleasing to God. By all means, we
should be worshipping God in our
homes as well, but when the saints
are asscmbled, and we deliberately
absent ourselves, our prayers will
not be acceptable to Him because
wc have been disobedient. i
John Thiesen is involved with the
Spanish translation of The Voice of
Truth international and preaches for

the church of Christ in Bufialo,
Missouri, USA.
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Upeon the campletien of the
Jerusalem temple
Jewish worship —— Selomon
reminded the Tsraelites that Ged is
worthy of aderation and praise sim-
ply because of who He is and
becausc of all that He has done (1
Kings 8:56-60). Then the king
declared: “Let your heart therefore
be loyal to the LORD our God. to
walk in His statutes and keep His
commandments, as at this day” (v.
61, NKJV). Solomon’s plain, yet

— the center ol

solemn, admonition highlights what
is reiterated throughout scriplure,
namely the two fundamental re-
quirements for acceptably approach-
ing the throne of God: (1) - heart
wholly devoted to Him, and (2)
humible obedience to His revealed
will,

At the death of Solomon, his
san Rehoboam took the throne and
attempted 1o rule with an iron fist,
inciting a rebellion that led to the
eventual division of the nation.
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Nebat’s son, Jeroboam, took control
of the northern kingdom and did not
want his people worshiping in
Jerusalem and potentially being
influenced to turn against him. He
thus devised more convenient and
innovative forms of worship in their
own land, including new sacrifices,
feasts, images, shrines, and priests
(1 Kings 12:1-33).

The years that followed wit-
ncssed nineteen consecutive evil
kings and a sustained digression in
the northern part of the kingdom
that had come to be called “[srael”.
Consequently the LORD allowed
the Assyrians 1o conquer and cxile
the northern Israelites, and their
land was repopulated with pagans
from various Gentile nations (2
Kings 17:5-24).

The chief complaint of these
new inhabitants was that they did
not know “the rituals of the God of
the land” (v. 26}, so an lsraelite
priest was repatriated to teach them
how to worship the God of Israel
(vv. 27.28). The intermingling of
these new settlers with a remnant of
the former populace resulted in
what came to be known as the
Samaritan race, whose worship was
a mixture of God-revealed worship
and man-made worship {vv. 29-41).

A few centuries later, as Jesus
of Nazarcth passed through this
land, He encountered a Samaritan
woman (John 4:1-18). After a brief
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discussion abour “living water” and
morality, the conversation turned to
the topic of worship {the term is
used eight times in vv. 20-24), As
the woman enquircd about the right-
ful place of worship (Mt. Gerazim
or Jerusalem?), Jesus informed her
that the place ol worship would no
longer be as important as how one
worships. As a matter of fact, the
Samaritans were essentially wor-
shiping in ignorance, while the Jews
at least worshiped according to
God's revelation (v. 22).

The mention of “true™ worship
(v. 23) naturaliy implics the con-
versc reality of false worship. Yel
the Samaritans were not the only
ones who had it wrong. When Jesus
said that true worshipers “will” wor-
ship the Father, He subtly indicated
that neither the Samaritans nor the
Jews, for the most part, were cur-
rently doing it correctly. In fact,
when Jesus later applied the words
of Isaiah 29:13 1o Jewish scribes
and Pharisees, He exposed their dis-
regard for the fundamental require-
ments for acceptably worshiping
God. Neither their hearts nor their
teachings were in line with the
divine will (Matthew 15:1-9).

Alternatively, lesus goes on to
explain to the Samarilan woman
that the two essential elements of
faithful worship are “spirit and
truth” (John 4:23). The human
spirit is ¢lsewhere described as the
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inner person or the heart, including
ong’s thoughts, intentions, attitudes,
and motives (c¢f. Romans 1:9). The
truth is equated with God’s revealed
word (John 8:31,32; 17:17). Jesus
was simply restoring worship to
what it was originally intended to
be. The imporiance of this is shown
further by Iis repetition of these
dircctives in v. 24, staling that one
must worship accordingly te be
regarded as a true worshiper.

Today we sull need to be con-
cerned aboul restoring worship
according to God's design. Many,
like Jercboam of old, are discontent
with the worship of days gone by
and call for a more convenient,
cxciting, or even enlertaining style
ol worship. In a misguided attempt
to generate deeper spirituality, cer-
tain ones naively think that chang-
ing the outward forms of worship is
the answer. While changes, within
the scope of Biblical example and
tcaching, are good and necessary,
additions, subtractions, and substitu-
tions for the devine pattern arc not.
Genuine spirituality is simply not
developed from the outside in.

There are others, however, like
the carly Samaritans, who seem to
be chiefly coneerned about “the rit-
uals of the God of the land” and are
satisfied as long as the correct exter-
nals are in place. But simply going
through the motions — even the
right ones — is meaningless without
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dedicated, reverent, worshiplul
hearts,

The Bible presents a balanced
approach — worship that is pleasing
to God both internally and external-
ly. True Christian worship involves
observing the Lord’s supper with the
proper focus, praying and singing
with the right spirit, reflectively
hearing the word of God, and giving
with purposeful and cheerfu! hearts
(1 Corinthiang 11:23-29; 14:15;
Romans 10:8; 2 Corinthians 9:7).

If one is truly secking the Lord
and sincerely desiring to pleasc
Him, the simple forms of worship
revealed in the New Testament will
not only be sofficient, they will be
all that one wanis to bring to the
heavenly throne as worship is
olfered in spirit and truth,

Let us avoid the mistske of the
ancient Samaritans of only caring
about external “rituals™ without
having heants dedicated solely and
completely to the Almighty.

Let us also avoid the error of
Jeroboam and his successors of
changing the forms of worship
which God has revealed, sanctioned,
and authorized.

May we approach our Creator
only as He desires, wilth genuinely
devoted hearts and uncompromising
allegiance to His immutable word.

Kevin L. Moore teaches Bible and
Missions at Freed-Hardeman Univer-
sity in Henderson, Tennessee USA.
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CHRISTIANITY

Among the world’s more than six billion people
are innumerable religious beliefs. Most profess faith
in o “god”, calling him by different nomes and trying
to serve him in many different ways.

Someone hoas said that there must be o gene in
humans that causes us to believe that there is u god,
because humans throughout the world and through-
ouf time have held some sort of belief.

It is not a physical gene that attaches humans so
strongly to God but, rather, it is the fact that within
the human body lives an immortal soul. That soul
identifies with its life-source — with God — and is
endlessly reaching out fo Him.

Who is that eternal Spirit, that God for whom all
of us seek? How can we know Him and please Him?
We want to answer some of these questions that
haunt humanity.

"AMONG WORLD RELIGIONS, WHAT Is TRUTH?"

QUESTION: How can we know who is the true God?

ANSWER: Since God is Spirit and we cannot sce Him, we must learn
abcut Him through His written revelation of Himself and the effects of
religion in the Hves of people.

QUESTION:; How can we know which book is from God?

ANSWER: To answer that question, several things must be considered:
1. Does the book teach or allow the worship of images as God? Commen

95




FROM THE HEART OF. ..

sense tells us that lifeless images made by humans cannol be our Creator.
The Bible says “TFhus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘T am the First and | am the Last; Besides
Me there is ne God.’ .. [A man] plants a pine, and the rain nourishes it.
Then it shall be for a man to burn, For he will take some of it and warm
himself; Yes, he kindles it and bakes bread, Indeed he makes a god and
warships it; He makes it a carved image, and falls down to L.

“He burns half of it in the fire; With this half he cats meat; He

roasts a roast, and is satisfied. He even warms himself and savs, "Ah! 1 um
warm, I have seen the fire.' And the rest of it he makes into a god, His
carved image. He falls down before it and worships i, Prays to it and
says, ‘Deliver me, for you are my god!’” (1saiah 44:6,14-17).
2. Does the book allow the worship of humans as gods? [lumans are
created beings, blessed with immortal souls. but we are not God and it is
wrong Lo clevale any human o the level of God and to worship him. The
Bible forbids the worship of any man or any image (Revelation 19:10;
Exodus 20:1-3).

3. Many rcligions ol the past have died becavse their message and belicfs
were not relevant to changing times. If a book must be revised to cor-
rect errors or to fit cuorrent needs, it cannot be from God. The Biblc
says, “AH Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work” (2 Timothy 3:16.17).

4. Even though it is a book dealing with spiritual matters, is it correct
in arcas that touch on history, svicnee, and prophetic revelation? If a
book, claiming (o be a revelation from God, contains crrors in these points
that can be tested, how can it be a reliable guide in spiritual and cternal
questions? Tf a book is mythical in nature, how can we trust it to tcach the
truth about God? The Bible contains countless historical details. [kt has
heen used as a guide for archeological searches and has been proven
to be accurate in every challenge men have made.

Scientifically and medically, the Bible has revealed many things
that no human kncw at the time the message was written. Hebrews
11:3 states a scientific {act, “the worlds were framed by the word of God,
sa that the things which are seen were nol made of things which are visi-
bie.” In the first century, when these words were written, there were
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np microscopes enabling peeple te examine atoms and sub-atomic
particles — not visible to the naked eye — which make up everything
we “see”. But the Creator God knew, and He told the writer of Hebrews
what to write, even though that man did not understand the meaning.
Today, with advancement in science, we do understand, and we can sec
that the Bible is scientilically accurate.

When the book of Psalms was written, no human knew about
the scientific fact that there are “paths” in the sea, yvet the writer said
by inspiration, “'You have put all things under his [man’s| feet, ... The
birds of the air. And the fish of the sea that pass through the paths of the
seas” (Psalm R:8). When the book of Job was written, no human knew
about the scientific fact that the earth was resting on nothing vigible. By
inspiration, Job wrote of a scientific truth that cven he did not understand:
“He stretches out the north over empty space; He hangs the earth on
nothing.” (Job 26:7)..

Hundreds of prophetic statements are made in the Bible that have
proved to be absolutely accurate. Centuries before their actual completed
[ulfillment, Daniel wrote by God’s direction that there would be four
world empires (Daniel 2), and that the kingdom of God would be begun
in the days of the fourth empire. The fulfillment of this prophecy is in
the empires of the Babyloniang, the Medes and Persians, the Greeks, and
the Romans, borme out in detail by historical records. Jesus was born in
the days of the Roman Empire, and it was immcdiately after ITis death,
burial, and resurrection that the kingdom of God on eartly  ~ the church -
was cstablished. True to the prophecy, within that first century, the church
had spread throughout the world {Colossians 1:0).

The birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ were
described in more than 300 prophecies, made hundreds of vears
before His birth, Thesc prophecies were fulfilled in cxact detail, a fact
that could be possible only because He is who He claimed to be: the Son
of God, bora in the body of 2 human in order to provide the way for
sin to be forgiven and for man to be reconcited to God.

5. If a book’s teachings arc followed exactly, will society be made het-

ter or worse? Without fail, cvery religion contains some truth in its

teaching, but religions created by men also teach much error. This ervor is

destructive when it is followed in life. Some religions teach witcheraft,

the power of voodoo practices, and cvil spells cast by witchdoctars.
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Others teach human sacrifice to idols, the worship of rivers, the carth, the
sun and the moon. Some teach that women are inferior and that no one
can be saved in the hody of a woman.

Did you know that, through the centuries, there were many “barbar-
ic” practices in pagan religions: infanticide, exposure (especially of)
female babies, child abandonment, abortion, human sacrifices. Women
often had no legal rights. If a husband wanted to divorce, or even kill his
wife, in many cultures il was not a crime. Girls were married while no
more than children. Women were burned on their husband’s funeral pyre,
or if the widow was allowed to live, she was often scverely abused and
starved. Slaves had no more rights and protection, legally, than an animal.

Humanists and atheists today are trying to rid the world of
Christianity, with its code of morals and ethics that define “right” and
“wrong”. They do not realize that the “human rights” and *“civiliza-
tion” they take for granted are the direct result of Christianity’s
tremendous effect on all cultures and religions throughout the world.
Everywhere, teday, “civilized” societies are measured by the norms that
have developed through the tempering influence of the New Testament.

TAKE THE CHALLENGE

Read the New Testament. Compare the teachings of Christ with the
teachings of others who are connted as “holy men™. Compare Christianity
with other religions. Compare its effect on human lives with the effect of
other religions. We believe that you will discover that everything that is
right and good for humans is taught in the New Testament of the Bible,
and that everything that is harmful is forbidden. Two thousand years of
history have proved that, if you become a Christian and follow those teach-
ings exactly, it will bring nothing but good into your life. This evidence is
our best guarantee that it is also our safe and reliable goide for eternity.

“BUT THERE ARE MANY ‘KINDS' OF ‘CHRISTIANS'.

How DO | KNOW WHAT IS RIGHT?"

Those who were not reared in a “Christian” environment are rightly
puzzled by the divisions among believers in Christ. They ask, “If there is
only one God, why are there so many churches?” It’s a good question.

In Acts 20:30, Paul said to the elders of the church at Ephesus,
“Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things,
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to draw away the disciples after themselves.” Tn this single statement,
Paul explained the problem that would plague the church of Christ as it
grew and spread over the centuries and over the world. From among the
elders (bishops) some would rise up to teach things contrary to the
Scriptures, and they would divide the church. Further details are given in
1 Timothy 4:1-3: “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some
will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirvits and doctrines
of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared
with a hot iron, forbidding fo marry, and commanding to abstain from
Joods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who
believe and know the truth.”

These words were prophetic, and history bears out the truth of what
was foretold. Elders (bishops) of the early church began to teach many
things contrary to Scripture. “Denominations” developed.

QUESTION; What is a dcnomination?

ANSWER: A denomination is a division which separates the original
whole into parts. Because of differences in teachings, the original church
which Jesus established became divided into separate groups. A “denomi-
nation” called the “Gnostics” developed even during the lifetime of the
Apostles. They taught, among many other errors, that salvation could be
gained only by special knowledge, held by a particular few, and apart from
the writings of the Scriptures. Docetists, along with Gnostics and
Muarcionites, taught that all matter is evil; therefore, Jesus only seemed to
have a physical body.

Other variant teachings caused other denominations to develop in
the second and third centuries: Manichaeism was similar to Gnosticism
but also incorporated elements of Buddhism and Zorasterism. Augustine
became a convert to this denomination. Founders of Montanism in 156
AD believed that the Holy Spirit had been poured out on them anew and
that they were inspired to write and teach things that should supplant the
accepled Scriptures. (See Early Christian Doctrines, IN.D. Kclly.)
Many other divisions are recorded in religious history, showing us that
denominations are not a modern phenomenon. In the early centuries of the
church, these groups developed because men left the Scriptures, teaching
contradictory doctrines and drawing people after them, cut of the true
church which Jesus had established and for which He had died. The same
practice is the explanation for denominations today.
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QUESTION: When these groups developed, what happened to the origi-
nal church? Did it die?

ANSWER: No. Jesus said He would build His church and it would never
be destroved. In Matthew 16:18, He said that even the gates of Hades (or
death, itself) would not be able to prevail against His church. But many
individual Christians and congregations did fall into error. In Revelation 2
and 3, Jesus directed the apostle John to write letiers to congregations in
various cities and to warn them that if they [oliowed false doctrines and
teachers, He would remove “their candlestick™; that is, they would ccase
to be a part of His world-wide church, That was true then, and it is true
today. But the Lord’s church, as a body, will exist in this world until
Christ returns to iake His people home to Heaven. In the meantime, lct us
be warned that any individual or congregation can fall away from God
by lcaving the truth of the Scriptures.

Paul warned the Ephesian elders that men from among them-
selves would lead the church into error. History shows that this is
exactly how it happened. With the passing of time, elders over individual
congregations began to recognize “chief elders” among themselves, then
bishops over areas, and one bishop over area-bishops, until by 606 AD the
“head” bishop became the Pope of Rormne, over what was called the Roman
Catholic Church. By 1277, Popc Innocent IIT wasg ¢laiming himself to be
the “Vicar of Christ™ (the represcniative or spokesman) on earth, and
Nicolas ITT called himself the “Vicar of God” (from Catholic
Encyclopedia, Vol. 4, page 403). In 1830, Pope Pius [X declared Popes
to be infallible.

From early centuries, leaders in the Catholic church had forbidden
the marriage of bishops and priests, just as Paul had forctold. The eat-
ing of meats on certain days was also forbidden. Other divisive and
heretical doctrines were the mediation of Mary for humans as the
“Mother of God”; Mary’s immaculate conception; the tainting of all
souls with the sin of Adam and, therefore, the necessity of baptism even
for infants; purgatery; transubstantiation; and the authority of the
Pope and the church “traditions™ above and beyond the Scriptures.

When the Scriptures cease to be the authority in religious mat-
ters, the floodgates for error have been opencd,

In 1034, quarrcls over the introduction of musical instruments in
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worship and the sprinkling {instead of immersion) of infants (not authorized
in Scripture) and converts led to a major division in the Catholic church,
with the new group being called the Greek Orthodox Church. Though in
error on many points, the “Orthodox” church to this day practices immer-
sion for baptism, as was commanded in the New Testament, and only a cap-
pella music is used, as was also practiced in the carly church.

The sale of indulgencies — in effect, buying forgiveness for a sin
before it was committed — led Martin Luther to defy the Pope in 1517
with what came to be called Luther’s 95 Theses, which he nailed {0 the door
of the Whittenburg church. His rebellion cventually resulted in a total break
with the Catholic church. Contrary to Luther's own wishes, the new
denomination called itself after Luther instead of Christ. Many Catholic
practices were brought over into the church, but Luther had been so opposed
to the Catholic doctrines concerning “works” that he made a complete turmn-
around and taught that salvation is solely by faith. He even opposed the
book of James being included in thc canon of Scripture, because James
wrote in 2:17, “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”

Other divisive opinions and beliefs led John Calvin to break away
and begin the Presbyterian church in 1535, John Smyth started the
Baptist church in 1607, John Wesley gave birth to the Methodist church
in 1729, In the United States, the Mormon church had its beginning in
1830. William Miller and Ellen White began the Seventh Day Adventist
church in 1831. Jehovah’s Witnesses were started by Charles Russell in
1874. Pentecostal Holiness were organized in 1898, Assembly of God
churches started in 1914, etc., etc.

Actually, thousands of individual denominational groups are in
existence today, teaching doctrines differing from each other and differing
from the Scripture, for it is the differences that arc the dividing walls.
Obviously, if al} were tcaching the same thing, all would be united!

“THE STATEMENTS ARE OFTEN MADE THAT ‘ONE
CHURCH IS AS GOOD AS ANOTHER' AND ‘YOU DON'T

HAVE TO BE A MEMBER OF A CHURCH TO BE SAVED.'
ARE THESE STATEMENTS RIGHT?"

ANSWER: They are right if you can find them in the New Testament.
The sad fact is that nothing even akin to those ideas is there.
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QUESTION. Then why would preachers say such things?

ANSWER: Go back to what Paul warned the young preacher, Timothy, in
I Timothy 4:1,2; “Some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiv-
ing spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking Hes in hypocrisy, having
their own conscience seared with a hot iron.”

We are involved in a spiritual war. God and Satan are fighting
for the souls of men. Satan tried to block God's plan to redeem humans
from sin. He thought the death of Christ would be the death of that plan,
but actually it became the means to save us. When Satan saw that he was
defeated on that poiut, and that the church — the kingdom, the family of
God, made up of those who were being washed in Jesus' blood in true
baptism (Acts 2:38-47) — had come intoe existence, he devised a new way
to keep people tfrom being saved. By deception and contradictory doc-
trines, which he developed and spread through leaders within the church
itscl, he created confusion and division,

Those who were deceived by Satan’s doctrines were marked by God
as having fallen from His grace {Revelation 2 and 3; Galatians 5:4; James 2).

But Satan’s lies didn't end with corrupting teachings and practices
within the church. Through division and creation of “churches” that fook
simifar to the Lord’s church, but that were actually created by humans and
teach doctrines contradictory to the Scriptures, Satan has confused the
entire world. Tt is difficult to sort out truth from crror. Millions of good,
well-intentioned people have been blinded to what the Scriptures teach
about the church which was established by Christ. They will live and die
in denominations, believing them to be sanctioned by God. But the sad
facts are that ne denomination was started by Christ, He cannot and
will not overlook the doctrines and creeds that Satan has inspired men
to develop, and there is no spiritual umbrella that brings all of this
division into the one mythical “spiricual Church of Christ” of which
denominational leaders speak. Division is division, and Scripture con-
demns it

So Satan hides the true church with all of the imitations he has
brought into cxistence. And he has gone a step further. He knows that
humans were created to seck and serve their Creator. Most of us will fol-
low some sort of religion. Satan doesn’t really care how religious we are,
as long as he can keep us from (inding the frurh. 1is goal 15 to prevent us
from being born into God's family.
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QUESTION: How does he do that?

ANSWER: By burying the true teaching abont that birth under his
lies. When Peter and the apostles were asked in Acts 2:38 what people
must do to be saved, they answered, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” This is the new birth of John
3:3-5, which Jesus Himself said we must experience in order to enter His
kingdom. So, Scriptural baptism, for the forgiveness of our sins,
becomes the door into God’s family, the kingdom, the church. If people
don’t go through that door, they are not saved.

Let’s make a comparison with your personal will, If you leave all
of your possessions to your children, who will inherit? Just anyone who
makes a claim? No. Only those born into your family are your children,
and no one else can legally inherit your estate.

In the same way, the New Testament is Jesus' will. [t should be
binding in every directive. But people have come along and said, “Oh, that’s
not imporfant,” or “You can do this... or this...” Even on such an important
subject as being born into God’s family and having forgiveness of sins, what
Jesus stipulated is disregarded. He plainly said that a sinner must believe in
Him and be baptized — which is the water of the new birth (John 3:3-5)
— in order to be forgiven of sins (Mark 16:16) and to enter His kingdom.
But do you know what most denominational preachers say?

GQUESTION: What?

ANSWER: That you don't have to do anything but say “the sinner’s
praver” --- just stop right where you are and ask Jesus to come into your
heart and He will save you. But the amazing thing is that “the sinner’s
prayer” is not cven in the Scriplures! Men have made it up; men have
decided that this is the way to be saved; men are standing right in the face
of Jesus and saying that they have authority to contradict what He has
said — and, so, people listen to those men. But when death comes, who is
going to save the people who have depended on “the sinner’s prayer”
instead of doing what Jesus commanded in His Will?

Almost every truth or doctrine in the New Testament has been
taught wrongly by some religious group. But Satan has focused most of
all on the act of haptism, Why? Bcecause it is the colminating act of
obeying the Gospel. [t becomes the door into the house of God. If Satan
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can camouflage and hide that door, the masses will pass on by and will
never {ind the way to become children of God.

So, that is why baptism is denied by almost all rcligious leaders,
and why “the sinner’s prayer” is substituted. But the conmmand of bap-
tism is taught througheut the New Testament, and the sinner’s prayer is
not there at all. That fact should help the honest seeker to know that “faith
only” {James 2:14-24) falls into the category of Paul’s description of
“doctrines of demons” and hypoceritical lies.

We read in 2 Thessalonians 1:8 that Jesus is coming back “in flum-
ing fire taking vengeance on those who do not know Ged, and on those
who do not obey the gospel of vur Lovd Jesus Christ.” Peter warned in 1
Peter 4:17 “For the time has come for fudgment to begin at the house of
God; und if it beging with us first, what will be the end of those who do not
obey the gospel of God?"

Now, BACK TCO THE ORIGINAL CHURCH...

QUESTION; 5o, what did happen (o the church Jesus promised to start?

ANSWER: If you read Acts 1 you will sce that Jesus told Iis disciples to
wait in Jerusalem until the Hely Spirit would come. In Acts 2, the
promise was fulfilled, and the Gospel was preached for the first time to
thousands of people. At the end of the lesson, convinced that they were
guilty of crucifying the Son of God, many of them asked, “Men and
brethren, what shall we do?”

Peter’s answer is the same answer we need for the same ques-
tion teday. When we are convinced that we are sinners and need forgive-
ness, we ask, “What must 1 do?”

“Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of vou be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
Feceive the gift of the Holv Spirit'” (Acts 2:38).

QUESTICN: What happened then®?

ANSWER: Three thousand of them did turn away from their sins and
were immersed in the waters of baptism for the forgiveness of their
sins. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, their souls that were dead in sin
were made alive again to God as they were born into God’s family, the
church. In verse 47, we arc told, “the Lord added to the church daily
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those who were being saved.” If we do the same thing today, we will be
saved, washed in the blood of Christ, and added to the church of Christ,
just like those people on that first day. We don't have to be a part of any
denomination. We can — and we must — by-pass all of these divisions
crealed by the doctrines men have added to the Scripture. We can be a
part of that original church, the body of Christ, which is also
described as His bride in Ephesians 5:23-33.

QUESTION: What was the oniginal church Tike? Was it very dillerent
from denominations today?

ANSWER!. Some denominations are closer to the pattern of the New
Testament church than others, bur all have some differences. Remember,
it is the differences that cause the division,

QUESTION: Are the ditferences so imporiant?

ANSWER: If you made a will and then, after your death, thousands of
peeple made thousands ol changes, would those differences be important
to you?

ANSWER. Ycs! No one has the authority to change a will, once a person
dies.

ANSWER: In the same way, through the inspired New Testament, Jesus
has told us everything about how we arc to live as individual Christians,
and everything about how His church is to work, teach, and live,

In the four accounts of the life of Christ. e laid down many laws
that were to govern His followers. The Sermon on the Mount set a new
standard for personal behavior and interaction with one’s neighbors, as
well as one’s enemies. Though much of’ what Jesus said has become a
measuring guide for what we think of as “civilized behavior™, it was not
the norm in the world when He was speaking the words. And it is not as
much the norm today, even in so-called “Christian™ nations, as we would
expeet. Humanism has caten away at the belict that lying, cheating,
immorality, abortion, and many other cvils are actually wrong. And an
increasing number of people who clatm to believe in Jesus do little mare
than pay lip service to what He taught,

But sin is sin, and one who has been born into Christ’s family, and
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is wearing His name, crucifies Christ anew when he continues to practice a
sinfut tife. The writer of Hebrews (10:26-31) warns Christians, “For if we
sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no
jonger remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of
Judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries.
Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mevcy on the testimony
of twe or three withesses. Of how much worse punishment, da you stp-
pose, will ke be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God under-
Jooi, counted the blaod of the covenant by which he was sanctified a com-
mon thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said,
‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” yays the Lord. And again, 'The LORD
will judge His people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Iiv-
ing God.”

So the individual Christian must live with integrity, sincerely
trying to grow to be like his heavenly Father and his elder Brother in
his attitudes, his faith, and in all he says and does.

No human can live a perfect life. God’s grace and the cleansing
blood of Christ will be necessary as long as we live, just as we are promised
in 1 John 1:7-9: “But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have
Jfellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithfild and just to forgive us
our sing and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Galatiang 5:19-24 contrasts the behavior of people of the world
with the behavior of Christians: “Now the works of the flesh are evident,
which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery,
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outhursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dis-
sensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of
which [ tell vou beforehand, just as I also told vou in time past, that those
who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

“Buft the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Aguainst such there is
no law. And those who ave Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its pas-
sions and desires.”

Christians are comrnanded to return good for evil, to seek what is
best even for those who hate them, to live in the world as Christ lived before
us. All that is good is embodied in the life we are to live, and all that is
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harmful and bad is forbidden. Read through the Gospel accounts, and
then study the letters to the churches, which comprise twenty-onc of the
remaining books of the New Testament. If absolutely every human on the
face of the earth stopped doing all of the sinful things, and started develop-
ing the fruit of God’s Spirit in their lives, wouldn’t this world be almost like
heaven on carth? That’s what God wants of His people, individually.

QUESTION: But I know a lot of goed denominational people, and a lot of
other good people who are not in any church. They’re living like God
asked. Doesn’t He accept that?

ANSWER: You know, there’s an interesting contradiction here. In the
denominaticnal world, when the command of baptism is mentioned, often
the immediate cry is that “baptism is a work, but we are saved by grace —
by the bloed of Christ; our good works have nothing to do with salvation.”

But then if a person dies, not having been very religious or a mem-
ber of a church, the declaration is made, “He was a good man. You know
God wouldn’t condemn such a good person to hell.” So, the human con-
clusion is that he is saved by his own goodness — and the blood of Christ
wasn't necessary after all in his case. But where is the Scripture?

The fact is that we are saved by God's grace and the blood of
Christ, but let’s not forget that Romans 6:3,4 explains that the way we
reach the blood is in the act of being buried into His death in the
waters of baptism. And there is the further fact that baptistn actually is
not a werk but the movement of obedient faith which puts us into the
grace of God. We cannor be saved by our own goodness, because none
of us are “good enough” without Christ, Galatians 3:27 says that the way
we enter Christ is through baptism.

QUESTION: Why do vou call the church “the church ef Christ™? Daocs
the name really matter?

ANSWER: In Acts 4:12, speaking of the name of Jesus Christ, we are
told, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is ne other name
wnder heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Ephesians
3:14,15 says, “For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.”
Disciples were called Christians (irst in the aity of Antioch {Acts 11:26).

The church itsel was often called simply “the church” (Matthew
18:17), beeause there was only one, so no “distinctions” needed to be
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made. It was also called “the Way” (Acts 19:9,23), the church of God
(*which He purchased with His blood”, so “God" is having reference to
Christ) (Acts 20:28), the church of the Firstborn (Hebrews 12:23), the
bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:23-27; Revelation 21:2), churches of Christ
(Romans 16;16), (having reference to congregations in numerous places,
but the same church), and other designations. “Ekklesia”, the Greek word
translated “church”, actually means “the body of believers that has been
called out of the world”. This descriptive word is used more than 100
times in the New Testament.

QUESTION: As an organized group of people, how is the church of
Christ different [rom denominations?

ANSWER. There are many ways. First, it does not wear a denominational
name, and its members are called only Christians. Its head is Christ. There
is no president of a board, no head bishop, no Pope. In the church’s organi-
zation, the highest office any human can hold is that of an elder (bishop,
preshyter, pastor, and shepherd are other Biblical terms for the same office).
1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 give the qualifications for elders. There must
always be a plurality; there is no “head” elder, and they have no authority
over sister congregations. Preachers or evangelists arc not called “pastors”
{(an elder) or “Reverend” (God’s name only is “reverend”, Psalm 111:9).
Mecn are to provide the public teadership in the church, according to 1
Corinthians 14:34,35 and | Timothy 2:11-15. It was not a cultural practice,
but God’s law, that women were not to be in authority over men.

In the church, there is no earthly headquarters. Each congregation
is autonomous, led by its own elders and deacons.

The New Testament is the only creed of churches of Christ. We
believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God, and that we cannot add
to its words or subtract from them (Revelation 22:18,19).

In the New Teslament, in public assemblies of the church,
Christians worshiped God through prayer (Acts 2:42), studying His
word (2 Timothy 2:2), remembering Christ’s death in a weekly memaorial
(Acts 20:7), giving ol their money for the preaching of the Gospel and
helping those in need (1 Connthians 16:2); and they sang praises to God
(Hebrews 2:12}. Worship was intended to praise and glorify God. [n this
age, 1l has become an emotional experience in entertainment. People go to
meetings because they “like™ the show, in many cascs. Entire bands have
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been added to the choirs of years past. Yet, neither of these is authorized
by God’s word. Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16 say that we are to
sing and to make the melody in our hearts, as we teach one another by
the words we arc singing. Though musical instruments have been in the
world since Jubal first invented them in Genesis 4:21, they were not added
o “Christian™ worship until the eleventh centry AD!

QUESTION: Butit’s a small thing. Does it really matter?

ANSWER! When Nadab and Abihu changed God’s worship in Leviticus
10:1,2, it mattered enough t¢ God that He sent down fire from heaven and
killed them. Whe gave any human the authority to change God’s Will,
as He has given it to us in the New Testament?

QUESTION: What is the work of the church?

ANSWER: We must be involved in many things; [n Matthew 25 Jesus
painted a picture of His people helping the poor, the widows, orphans,
ministering to the sick, the bereaved, the down-trodden. Accerding to the
inspired letters directed to the church, we are to defend the faith, and to
teach and encourapge each other, to be lights in an evil world, helping oth-
ers to see God through our lives, as individvals and as a group,

But the foremost work of the church is to bring the saving message
of Christ to the world, as He Himself commanded, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holv Spirit, teaching them to observe all things
that I have commanded vou; and lo, I am with you always, even o the end
of the age. ” Amen.(Matthew 28:19,20).

QUESTION: There are many beliefs in the various religions regarding
life after death. What does the New Tcstameni teach about that?

ANSWER:; “Now [ saw a new heaven and a new earth ... Then 1, John,
saw the holv city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her hushand. And I heard o loud voice
from heaven saying, 'Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men ... He who
avercomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be
My son'" {Revelation 21;1-7).

The promise? Eternal lifc with God. “For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout ... [and we) shall be caught up together

with them in the clouds 10 meet the Lovd in the air. And thus we shall
abways he with the Lord™ (1 Thessalonians 4:16.17). i
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We Are Calling for Your Hel'p Now!!!
It is Urgent!!!

“T am a Christian, preaching and teaching the word of God to oth-
ers. I have one of your hoaks here, entitled BIBLE THEMES,
which I have read for almost 6 times. I have no other beek to read
apart from the Bible. Please, 1 kindly request for more books that
you may have at the moment — even second-hand books I wili
appreciate very much. Martin Mazzai (from Zambia)”

Brethren, are you listening? We are getting many calls from
our brethren in Africa and Asia, begging for THE VOICE OF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL and other books. Those people are
| starved for Christian literature. Will we hear them or will we deny
j them the spiritual food they crave? It is up to you.

1 With our editions in English, Spanish, (Telugu and Tamil in
: India), we are printing around 70,000 copies of this quarterly mag-
| azine, but our goal is to reach 100,000 copies of cach issue (we
I wish it could be a million or more!). With that volume they will
: cost only 50 cents a copy. Our printer will package and address
i them for $3.00 per bag, and then the postage for 35 copies in an M-
1 Bag is $11.00. This means that we can print and ship one box of 35
! copies to a foreign address for approximately $35.00, providing lit-
: erature for 35 people. If you send $35.00 a month, covering the
1 cost of 12 boxes a year or 3 per quarter — 420 magazines — you
I will be cnabling 420 X 10 people to read 112 pages of Gospel mes-
: sage in a year. That’s 4200 people you can be instrumental in
1 teaching with this small contribution and small effort on your part!
|
1
|
|
|
|

Think of the good that would do! Surely, most individuals and con-
gregations can sparc that much for the spreading of the Gospel.

To help with this particular need, please send your checks to
THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL
Box 72, Winona, MS 38967
To speed up your announcement that you want to help,
call us at 662-283-1192 or send your E-Mail to
Choatc@WorldEvangelism.org
Web site: WorldEvangelism.org




Dear Brethren:

O | want to subscribe to the quarterly magazine, THE VOICE OF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL. Enclosed is my check for $12.00 for four
issues, or $20.00 for eight issues, starting with Volume __ . My
address is given below.

7 | want to order the complete set of volumes in print (47 issues)
for the reduced price of $2.00 per copy. My address is given befow.

M Please send special prices for WBS teachers and their stu-
dents.

7 |want to MAKE A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION of THE VoIcE oF
TRUTH INTERNATIONAL, Enclosed is my check for $12.00 for four
issues, or $20.00 for eight issues, starting with Volume . The
address is given below.

M I 'want to send $25.00 per month (or a multiple), for a hox of
35 copies (or multiples) of each issue of the magazine as they are
printed. Churches are also urged to use boxes in this way. Or
you may send one payment of $300.00 per year for four issues.
This will help us to send more cpoies to the mission fields.

1 We wantto give § each month to help send this maga-
zine to mission fields of the world, including the USA..

O As acongregation we want to help print and circulate
100.000 copies of each issue of this magazine by making a spe-
cial contribution to this effort. We can specify where the copies we
pay for will be used, whether in our personal work, in jail ministry,
overseas, or . . .

{Return this form in an envelope, along with your check,

to the following address, stating your wishes.)
THE VOICE OF TRUTH INTERNATIONAL

Box 11218
Springfield, MO 65808
Att. Byron Nichols

NAME

STREET

CITY STATE ZIP




ANSWERS TO PUZZLES

Yerse Searck — 49  (from page 30)

1. For ltaly, under the authority of a man named
Julius of the Augustian Regiment.
2. He allowed Paul to go ashore to his friends —
Christians — and to receive care.
3. Yes.
4. That the voyage would end in disaster and
loss of cargo and of life if they continued.
5. They gave up all hope of survival.
6. That they should have listened to him and not
incurred the disaster they were facing.
7. To take heart and that there would be no loss
of life, but only the ship would be lost.
8. “For there stood by me this night an angel of
the God to whom | belong and whom | serve....”
9. Caesar; God; all those who sail with you. James
10. The sailors sensed that they were near land and
began to take soundings of the depth.
11. They tried to escape in the skiff while pretending to put out anchors from
the prow.
12. That unless all of the men stayed on the ship, they would not be saved.
13. To eat food, so he took bread, gave thanks to God in the presence of
them all, and began to eat.
14. Two hundred and seventy-six.
15. To kill them, to prevent them swimming away and escaping.
16. Centurion; Paul; swim; land; “.and the rest, some on boards and some
on parts of the ship. And so it was that they all escaped safely to land.”
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