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God’s light shines in a dark world. 



Ardron A. Hinton: To that eternal world,
January 30, 2015

A Viewpoint
We need not weep for the tired form

That must be laid aside,
Nor fear cold Jordan’s deathly storm

When crossing must be tried.

For we can plan for such an hour,
Have ev’ry need supplied,

By tapping in to heav’nly pow’r
And Jesus at our side.

A deathless body He’ll provide
And bear us gently o’er,

Safely past death’s chilling tide,
Secure forever more.

Dying is gain for faithful souls,
The victory is won!

Life thus reaches its greatest goals:
Its fi nal race is run!

  — Ardron Hinton
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The churches of Christ salute youThe churches of Christ salute you
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EditorialEditorial



“And let us not grow weary while doing good, 

for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  Therefore, as we 

have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 

household of faith.”

“There is one who makes himself 

rich, yet has nothing; and one who makes himself poor, yet has great 

riches” 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he 

is old he will not depart from it.”



                       The Bridge Builder                       The Bridge Builder



Associate EditorialAssociate Editorial

OnlyOnly

“Nor is there salvation in any other, 

for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be 

saved.”

all religions

true religion a blending of all religions.



“But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the 

works which the Father has given me to finish — the very works that I 

do — bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.” 

“The works that I do in my Father’s name, they bear witness 

of Me.” 

“He who 

believes in Me, believes not in Me but in Him who sent Me.  And he who 

sees Me sees Him who sent Me” 

“In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God....  And the Word became 

flesh and dwelt among men”

think 

“Therefore, 

brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 

new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that 

is, His flesh”

opened walk

made 

show walked 



can’t

“Without Me, you can do nothing.”

“For when we were still without strength, 

in due time Christ died for the ungodly”

“I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And 

do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God.” 

 “How then shall they call on Him in whom 

they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they 

have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how 

shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful 

are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad 

tidings of good things!’  But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 

Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our report?’  So then faith comes 

by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

“I am the way, the truth, and the 

life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me” 



Associate EditorialAssociate Editorial

Ascension of  

Jesus Christ

“It is Christ 

who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand 

of God, who also makes intercession for us.” 

“For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the 

Man Christ Jesus,” “My little children, 

these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, 

we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 

“So then, after 

the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat 

down at the right hand of God” “And He led them 



out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. Now 

it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them 

and carried up into heaven” 

“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 

taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they 

looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood 

by them in white apparel, who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from 

you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into 

heaven.’ Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey” 

“Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see 

Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn 

because of Him. Even so, Amen”

“And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took 

him”

“By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, 

‘and was not found, because God had taken him’; for before he was 

taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God”



“Then it happened, 

as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared 

with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up 

by a whirlwind into heaven”

“This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 

Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received 

from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which 

you now see and hear. ‘For David did not ascend into the heavens, but 

he says himself: “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, Till I 

make Your enemies Your footstool.’” Therefore let all the house of Israel 

know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Christ.” 

“…because I go to My Father and you see Me no more”

“What then if you should see the Son of Man ascend where 

He was before?” “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all peoples to Myself” “You have heard Me say 

to you, ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you 

would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father 



is greater than I” “Then some of His disciples said among 

themselves, ‘What is this that He says to us, A little while, and you will 

not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because 

I go to the Father’?” “I came forth from the Father and 

have come into the world. Again, I leave the world and go to the Father”

“Jesus said to her, ‘Do not cling to Me, for I have not 

yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, I 

am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your 

God’”

“For our citizenship is in 

heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ” “Now this is the main point of the things we 

are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand 

of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens” “Looking 

unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 

was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God” “He who 

descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that 

He might fill all things”
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GodGod

“Tertullus began his accusation, saying: ‘Seeing that through you 

we enjoy great peace, and prosperity is being brought to this nation by 

your foresight...’”

“provision”. “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” 

provision “providence”.

“And Abraham said, ‘My son, God will 

provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.’ So the two of them 

went together.” “provide” “raah”

“to regard, to look 

after, to see after,” “providential care”.

“Behold, He struck the rock, so that the 

waters gushed out, and the streams overflowed.  Can He give bread 

also?  Can He provide meat for His people?” “provide”

“kuwn”

“to make provision for,” “providence”.

“But as for you, you 

meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring 

it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.”

“God meant,” “meant” “chashab”,

“forecast”

The Providence of  God



God

“purpose”

“It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the 

adversities which I purpose to bring upon them, that everyone may 

turn from his evil way, that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.”

“providence”

“provide” “providence”

miracle

a natural event

rain the flood

the natural course 

of events

“Now from the sixth hour until the 

ninth hour there was darkness over all the land.”

miraculous



God

miracles

a providential act

Providence or Miracles?

miracles,

 providential

munist nation. 

 providential

single



God

The Cleft The Cleft 

of the of the 

RockRock



God

“Please, show me Your 

glory.” “Here is a place by Me, and you shall stand on the 

rock.  So it shall be, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in the 

cleft of the rock, and will cover you with My hand while I pass by.” 

“cleft of the rock”

 “All spiritual blessing are in Christ”

“added to the church”

“rock” 

“spiritual Rock”



God

“Upon this 

‘rock’ I will build My church.”

“...whoever believes on Him will not be put to 

shame.”

Builders All
Isn’t it strange that Princes and Kings
And clowns that caper in sawdust rings,

And common folks like you and me,
Are builders for eternity?

To each is given a bag of tools,
A shapeless mass and a book of rules;

And each must make, ‘ere life has flown
A stumbing block or a stepping stone.

— R. L. Sharpe



God

OUR OUR 

RELATIONSHIP RELATIONSHIP 

WITH THE WITH THE 

HOLY SPIRITHOLY SPIRIT

“For this reason I bow my knees 

to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven 

and earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His 

glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and 

grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 

width and length and depth and height — to know the love of Christ which 

passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”



God

What the Holy Spirit Is Not

“but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”

“the kingdom of heaven is at hand”

“heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 

devils”



God

 for power, 

What the Holy Spirit Is!

“be strengthened with might through His Spirit in 

the inner man”



God

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all”

“...the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters. “Let Us make man in Our 

image, according to Our likeness...” 

Characteristics of  the Holy Spirit



God

“Take the... 

sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God”

“Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given 

us the Spirit as a GUARANTEE.”

“You were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise” 

How Do I Receive the Holy Spirit? 

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remis sion of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

in order to make him a Christian, because

he has become a Christian 

“And BECAUSE YOU ARE SONS, God has SENT FORTH THE 

SPIRIT of His Son into your hearts”



God

Conclusion:

“HE WHO IS IN YOU IS GREATER THAN HE WHO 

IS IN THE WORLD” 

“quenching” 

“grieves” 

In which category do you fit? 



Evidences

IfIf  These Things Are True, 

How Do We Explain the Facts?How Do We Explain the Facts?

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Write these words, for according to the 

tenor of these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.’ So 

he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he neither ate bread 

nor drank water. And He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant.”  

 “... So Moses wrote this law and delivered it to the priests, 

the sons of Levi, who bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and to all 

the elders of Israel.  And Moses commanded them, saying: ‘At the end of 

every seven years, at the appointed time in the year of release, at the Feast of 

Tabernacles, when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God in 

the place which He chooses, you shall read this law before all Israel in their 

hearing.  Gather the people together, men and women and little ones, and 

EvidencesEvidences



Evidences

the stranger who is within your gates, that they may hear and that they may 

learn to fear the Lord your God and carefully observe all the words of this 

law....”

Journal of Personality and Social 

Psychology, Archives of General Psychiatry,

American Journal of Sociology,

that

“...without faith it is impossible to 

please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He 

is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”                            



Evidences

I s  Someone  E l s eI s  Someone  E l s e
Tea ch i ng  Your  Ch i l d?Teach ing  Your  Ch i l d?

Discovery Scripture and Science for Kids.



Evidences

a book every christian a book every christian 

should readshould read

The Spiritual 

Sword.  

“I know 

that God does not exist.”



Evidences

“I know that God does exist.”  

does

“How the world’s most 

notorious atheist changed his mind.”

“...contend earnestly for the 

faith once for all delivered to the saints” 



The word of GodThe word of God

Well-Driven NailsWell-Driven Nails
“The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of these col-

lections are like well-driven nails; they are given by one Shepherd” 

The Word of GodThe Word of God



The word of GodThe word of God

“nails”  “given by one Shepherd.” 

“the power of God for salvation”

“masters of these collections”



The word of GodThe word of God

I Am a Tract.....I Am a Tract.....



The word of GodThe word of God



Verse  SearchVerse  Search

1 Corinthians 2:1-161 Corinthians 2:1-16



Verse Search



SalvationSalvation

HeHe
DroppedDropped

thethe
Ball!Ball!



Salvation

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God”God” “For we all stumble in many things”

“the wages of sin is death” 

“For this is My 

blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of 

sins”

“‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’  So they said, ‘Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household’”

“Truly, these times 

of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere 

to repent, because He has appointed a day on which He will judge 

the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained”

“Whoever confesses Me before 

men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven”

“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”

“For by grace he 

has been saved through faith” 



Salvation

The Deceitfulness of SinThe Deceitfulness of Sin

“All 

we like sheep have strayed”



Salvation

“...she who lives in pleasure 

is dead while she lives.

“Enter by the narrow gate; 

for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and 

there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult 

is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it”

“...each one is tempted when he 

is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings 

forth death”



Bible Bible 
FindFind

Other NamesOther Names



The ChurchThe Church

What Would You Do?What Would You Do?



The Church

“Except ye be converted, 

except ye repent, unless you are born again you will perish.  You 

cannot enter the Kingdom of God where there is joy and love and 

peace” 

But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

and not do the things which I say?



The Church

Have You 

Greeted Greeted 

thethe

Visitors?Visitors?



The Church

every

      The young man stood among the 
strangers, looking around nervous-
ly, watching for an opening to get 
to the door and leave.  He felt that 
he must be invisible, hearing all the 
greetings going on around him, yet 
no one seemed to “see” him.  Yes, 
the Bible lesson had been good, 
even uplifting, but where was the 
welcome, the warmth of inclusion?

     The young man stood among the 
strangers, wondering if he would be 
expected to remember all the names 
and faces of those who made it a 
point to meet him and to say warm-
ly how happy they were that he had 
come to worship with them.  He was 
glad he had filled out the card for fur-
ther contact.  He thought to himself: 
“This is like finding a new family!” 

Contrasts:Contrasts:



Doctrine To Live ByDoctrine To Live By

“I’m Right and You’re Wrong”?“I’m Right and You’re Wrong”?

not



Doctrine To Live By

“We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against 

the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,”



Doctrine To Live By

Right BeliefRight Belief 
              Leads to 
                        Right ActionRight Action

the author the respondents.

right belief

The Christian System



Quick Commentary on Crucial VersesQuick Commentary on Crucial Verses
1 Timothy 2:11-15; 1 Corinthians 14:34-38



Christianity In ActionChristianity In Action

Whatever Happened To “Soul-Winning”?Whatever Happened To “Soul-Winning”?



Christianity In Action

Behold the Fields

 

...to him who sows righteousness 

will be a sure reward”

“he who sows iniquity will 

reap sorrow”

“Do not be deceived, 

God is not mocked; for whatever a 

man sows, that he shall also reap”



Christianity In Action

“Those 

who sow in tears shall reap in joy” 

“…unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the ground and 

dies, it remains alone, but if it dies it 

produces much grain”

“I am 

coming quickly and my reward 

is with me, to give every one 

according to his work”



Christianity In Action

Press         
Toward      
the Goal

“pressing toward the 

goal for the prize of the upward call of 

God in Christ Jesus.”  

“forgetting 

those things which were behind and was 

reaching forward to those things which 

are ahead.” 

“…brethren join in following my example and note 

those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern.”



Christianity In Action

I Will...



Christianity In Action

Rejection Rejection 
Therapy and Therapy and 
Evangelism Evangelism 
ImplicationsImplications

“  heard him  reading the prophet Isaiah, and 

said, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’  And he said, ‘How can 

I, unless someone guides me?’ And he asked Philip to come up and sit 

with him”



How Do You Measure Up?



worshipworship

Worship?Worship?

“All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before 

thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name”  “O come, let us 

worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker” 

 “All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they 

shall sing to thy name”



worship

Christ said, “God is a Spirit; and they that worship him must wor-

ship him in spirit and in truth”

Jehovah God said, “I am the Lord thy God...Thou shalt have no 

other gods before me.  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im-

age, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.  Thou shalt not 

bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a 

jealous God...” 

“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the com-

mandments of men” (Matthew 15:9).

“And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came to-

gether to break bread, Paul preached to them, ready to depart on the 

morrow; and continued his speech until midnight”  



worship

“Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the 

same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.  And same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.  And 

they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in 

breaking of bread, and in prayers”breaking of bread, and in prayers” 

“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 

I in the midst of them” 

“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-“And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellow-

ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers”ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers”  

“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God...”  

“Upon the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in 

store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I 

come”   



worship

“...singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” “...singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” 

 “...I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understand- “...I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understand-

ing also” ing also” 

“...whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, 

unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  But let a 

man examine himself...”

Are you a Christian? a Christian?  
WhereWhere do you worship? 
HowHow do you worship? 

It doesdoes make a difference.



worship

the essence of living is giving

The Past The Present

“If God did not spare His 

only son, but GAVE Him up for 

us all, will He not GIVE us all 

things with Him?” 



worship

The Future

“Thus God, determining to show 

more abundantly to the heirs of 

promise the immutability of His 

counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 

that by two immutable things, in 

which it is impossible for God to lie, 

we might have strong consolation, 

who have fled for refuge to lay 

hold of the hope set before us.  This 

hope we have as an anchor of the 

soul, both sure and steadfast...” 

Application

“Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and comes down from 

the Father of lights, with whom 

there is no variation or shadow of 

turning” 

“But who 

am I, and who are my people, 

that we should be able to offer so 

willingly as this? For all things 

come from You, and of Your own 

we have given You”



proverbs 17:22proverbs 17:22



proverbs 17:22



Daily Christian LivingDaily Christian Living

In a Time In a Time 
ofof

Persecution, Persecution, 
Can I Can I 

StandStand??

It’s a question that 
should haunt every serious 
Christian:  If my life were 

threatened, or if the lives 

of my children or loved ones were threatened if I did not renounce 

Christianity, how would I stand?  Probably none of us know the answer 
until we are faced with the reality, and we pray we would then have the 
courage of first century Christians.

We live in a time of relative ease: financially, physically, spiritually.  We’re 
not hungry.  We don’t keep a constant watch behind us because of fear of 
attack.  We can worship as we choose, when we choose, without challenge. 
We have access to God’s word in multiple translations, with any additional 
aids we desire — concordances, commentaries, word studies, Internet tools, 
etc. 

Looking at the blessings listed in the previous paragraph we should 
conclude that we, of this age and in this country, are basking in the sunlight 
of God’s love.  As a Father — our perfect and heavenly Father — He would 
want to shower those good things on His children.  And as faithful children, 
we are grateful for the outpouring of our Father’s love.  

In the midst of our ease and abundance, though, we would do well to 
remember God’s warning to the Israelites as they were about to enter the 



Daily Christian Living

land that was flowing with milk and honey: “Beware that you do not forget 

the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, 

and His statutes which I command you today, lest — when you have 

eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; 

and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your 

gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; when your heart 

is lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God...” (Deuteronomy 8:10-14).

Sadly, in the past few decades, God’s warning to the Israelites also 
describes many Christians.  Preachers and church leaders have grown 
increasingly desirous of ignoring doctrinal messages while concentrating on 
teaching the Bible only as history and as guidance in life’s morals and values.  
On the part of some, the silence concerning the oneness of the church, the 
doctrine of salvation, the New Testament pattern of worship, marriage and 
divorce, and other “divisive” matters is an attempt to avoid offending their 
religious neighbors and weak Christians. For others, the silence becomes 
compromise and ultimate blending with the denominational world, seeing 
all “believers” as part of the true body of Christ. 

The result of decades of silence is that many Christians have such shallow 
knowledge of God’s word that they have no foundation on which to stand.

In addition to the silence from the pulpit and elders, the attention of 
many Christians has been focused on the world: getting ahead financially, 
having all the niceties of life, enjoying entertainment: sports, TV, video 
games, time-consuming nothings that eat up their days.  For many, with 
both husband and wife working five days a week in order to “get ahead” in 
the material world, then taking part in their children’s extracurricular school 
activities, preparing meals, taking care of the house and yard, etc., etc., there 
is no time for carefully training up their children or for grounding the family 
in a strong spiritual life.

“...and they have no root in themselves, and so endure only for a time. 

Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises for the word’s sake, 
immediately they stumble” (Mark 4:17).

Without strong foundational knowledge of God’s word and without 
deep conviction that we must hold fast to our faith in order to obtain the 
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promise of eternal life with God, many Christians are totally defenceless 
before the increasing onslaughts we are facing. 

The world grows more menacing to us every day.  Judicial decisions are 
being made that threaten our right to stand for biblical principles: protection 
for the unborn, proper discipline and parenting of our children, the 
condemnation of the practice of homosexuality, the sanctity of marriage — 
shielding it from “no fault” divorce, from same-sex unions, from polygamy, 
and from the “live in” practice that has become accepted by many today.

Legally, businesses are being required to do the bidding of homosexuals; 
there is a growing political move to declare that sermons condemning 
homosexuality as a sin in God’s eyes should be labeled “hate crimes” 
and prosecuted accordingly.  Must a preacher perform the ceremony for 

homosexuals or risk imprisonment because of his refusal?  When our justice 
system has been overturned to the point that we cannot follow particular laws 
without transgressing God’s clear word, will we stand for truth in the face of 

persecution?  Will we go to prison rather than compromise?

Atheism and humanism have been in league for many decades to 
destroy our biblically-based culture.  Now another threat is taking hold in 
many areas of the world: radical Islam.  Their stated goal is to destroy the 
“western culture” that has already been largely corrupted by these atheistic 
assaults on our civilization.  

In parts of the world where Islamists hold full power, they are brutally 
slaughtering believers in Christ, strongly convinced that they are doing 
“Allah’s” will.  Muslims are proving every day that they are willing to die 
for Islam.  Often, Christians in those nations are accused of “blasphemy” 
and are hauled off to prison.  Before there can be a “trial”, a mob may stone 
them to death or hang them publicly for their “crime” against Islam. The 
“jihadis” may not incorporate all Muslims but they serve as the military for 
the developing caliphate, which all will accept or die.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, I beg of all of us that we ask ourselves this 
vital question NOW: “In a time of persecution, can I endure?” NOW, we 
still have time to immerse ourselves in God’s word and commitment to Him 
so that we CAN stand. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
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tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword?” (Romans 8:35).     
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The Lord Formed ManThe Lord Formed Man
“And the Lord formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 

into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being” 

“All go to one place:  all are from the dust, 

and all return to dust”

“I will praise you, for I am 

Picture used with permission: Picture used with permission: 

(c)2006 www.� eGloryStory.com(c)2006 www.� eGloryStory.com
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fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are your works, and that my 

soul knows very well” 

 “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your 

own?”

“Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward, and the 

spirit of the animal, which goes down to the earth?”

“Then the dust will return to the earth as it was and the spirit will 

return to God who gave it”

 “For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your 

body and in your spirit, which are God’s”



Love Love 
Is...Is...

Sheila Gibson

Love is perhaps the most 
over-used and least under-
stood word in any language.

But what is its essence?

To love without condition means sel  ess reaching out, a giv-
ing up, putting the other person  rst.

Love forgives, and doesn’t look back.

Love holds on, and doesn’t give up.

Love doesn’t measure past faults.

Love stands up and braces against the challenges of life.

Love is strong.

Love is soft.

Love is amazing when you feel it  owing out, and overpow-
ering when it comes in like a tide.

The greatest love is not found in a season of new. It can 
only be fully discovered and revered in maturity. How can 
we know what we have without comparison, without recog-
nizing we’ve weathered and grown? And how can we know 
how strong love is unless it has been through the  re?
We can only know we love unconditionally when we’ve con-
fronted conditions.



The beautiful moments make the photos, the Facebook 
page, the Twitter feed.

The hard times make the love. 

It is the hard times that tell you if you have the real thing or 
the pretty thing, the last-a-lifetime connection or the last-as-
long-as-it-feels-good relationship. There are plenty of those 
around, and yes, it is easy to mistake one for the other.

Who doesn’t like it when it feels good?

No one has the answers, a formula worked out neat and 
predictable, least of all me.

But I know it when I see it.

And I know it is worth having, worth working for.

On a day of icons, roses and chocolates and pretty cards, if 
you’re receiving or giving, I hope you’ll enjoy the moment.

Just know...the real thing is likely to show up on a Tues-
day, disguised as something not glamorous, not photo-
worthy, even unexpected.

And I guarantee...the Tuesday moment when love is dem-
onstrated, not with beauty and ceremony, but in a  ash of 
nitty-gritty, real life, and inconvenience...look there for 
the meaning, for the stamp of belonging.

Look to those moments to see love in all its power, show-
ing up without the disguise of romance, standing in the 
gap and holding  rm when you need it most and maybe 
deserve it least.

We can all be pretty and sweet on date night. But on a 
Tuesday...that’s when the real thing happens, and the 
bonds are forged.

And may your Tuesdays be beautiful too, full of opportu-
nity to give and receive real love, without condition, with 
all your heart.



The Christian Home

The Mystery of MarriageThe Mystery of Marriage

It is not good 

for the man to be alone.  I will make him a helper suitable for him”

“Leave,” 

“be united,”  “become one flesh.”

primary



The Christian Home

“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is 

head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the 

body. ... Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water 

by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having 

spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blem-

ish. ... ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 

his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’”  .



Daddy’s Daddy’s 
JobJob

“does not seek its own”

“redeem”

“redeem”

The Christian HomeThe Christian Home
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 Eager HandsEager Hands

Won’t they?

Won’t they?



5-Minute 5-Minute 

Bible StudyBible Study



“the mercies of God.” “Therefore, 

I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as 

living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act 

of worship” “in view of God’s 

mercy.” “With eyes wide open 

to the mercies of God.”

Textual StudiesTextual Studies

With Eyes Wide OpenWith Eyes Wide Open



Textual Studies

“Come and see the works of God; He is awesome in His doing toward 

the sons of men. ... He rules by His power forever; His eyes observe the 

nations; Do not let the rebellious exalt themselves”



Textual Studies

The “I Am’s” of PaulThe “I Am’s” of Paul

“I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the 

Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise”



Textual Studies

“So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach 

the gospel to you that are at Rome also”

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: 

for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to 

the Jew first, and also to the Greek”

“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of 

Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning 

from Me: When I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you 

give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked 

way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; 

but his blood I will require at your hand”



Scavenger Scavenger 
HuntHunt 



Bible CharactersBible Characters

Adorable HannahAdorable Hannah

“…provoked her severely, to 

make her miserable, because the Lord had closed her womb…therefore 

she wept and did not eat” 

“And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed to 

the Lord and wept in anguish.  Then she made a vow and said, ‘O Lord 

of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant 

and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your 

maidservant a male child, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of 

his life, and no razor shall come upon his head”

 “Because I have asked for him from the Lord”

“For this child I prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition which 

I asked of Him.  Therefore I also have lent him to the Lord; as long as he 

lives he shall be lent to the Lord.  So they worshiped the Lord there” 

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” 

“…that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than 

gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, 

honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” 

“Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you and you 

shall glorify Me” “Give ear, O 

Lord, to my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications.  In the 



Bible Characters

day of my trouble I will call upon You.  For You will answer me”

“For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and 

His ears are open to their prayers”

“Lo, children are a heritage unto the Lord.  The fruit of the 

womb is His reward” 



Bible Characters



Bible Characters



Bible Characters

Joshua, Moses’ SuccessorJoshua, Moses’ Successor



Bible QuestionsBible Questions

What About the TenWhat About the Ten

Commandments?Commandments?

“Remember the Sabbath day and keep 

it Holy” 

“Therefore, my brethren, you also have become 

dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may 

be married to another — to Him who was raised from 

the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.” 

“But now we have been delivered from the 



Bible Questions

law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the 

newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.”

“... clearly you are an epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not 

with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but 

on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart. ... But if the ministry of death, 

written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that the children of 

Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory 

of his countenance, which glory was passing away, how will the ministry 

of the Spirit not be more glorious? For if the ministry of condemnation 

had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in glory. 

... But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.

Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the 

Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But 

we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 

are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by 

the Spirit of the 

Law or “in God’s Image”?
Was “the Law of Moses” God’s Was “the Law of Moses” God’s firstfirst law for humanity? law for humanity?

Was it wrong for Adam and Eve to disobey God?
How did they know it was a shame for them to be naked?
Was it wrong for Cain to kill Abel? 
How was it determined that, prior to the flood, “every 

intent of the thoughts of [man’s] heart was only evil 
continually”, when there was evidently no written law?

Humans were made “in the image of God” with a built-Humans were made “in the image of God” with a built-
in consciousness of the basic truths of right and wrong in consciousness of the basic truths of right and wrong 
enumerated in the Mosaic law.  Jesus re-stated them as enumerated in the Mosaic law.  Jesus re-stated them as 
eternal truths that are written in the hearts of all men, eternal truths that are written in the hearts of all men, 
whether they choose to obey their conscience or not.whether they choose to obey their conscience or not.



Bible Questions



Bible Questions

“And let them make 

Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among 

them” “You shall keep My 

Sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary: I 

am the Lord” “Praise 

the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; 

Praise Him in His mighty firmament!”

“Then Jesus went into 

the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the 

temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats 

of those who sold doves.  And He said to them, ‘It is written, “My house 

shall be called a house of prayer, but you have made it a ‘den of thieves’”

Digest of the Bible

“But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, 



Bible Questions

inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a 

better covenant, which was established 

on better promises ... In that He says, 

‘A new covenant,’ He has made the 

first obsolete.  Now what is becoming 

obsolete and growing old is ready to 

vanish away”

“However, the Most High does not dwell in temples 

made with hands” “God, 

who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands”

“For where two or three are gathered 

together in My name, I am there in the midst of them”

“true tabernacle”,

“a Minister of the sanctuary and of the 

true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man....”  “first 

covenant” “worldly sanctuary,”  “Then indeed, 

even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly 

sanctuary.  For a tabernacle was prepared:  the first part, in which 

was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called the 

sanctuary” 

“beasts”.  “For 

the bodies of those animals, 

whose blood is brought into the 

sanctuary by the high priest for 

sin, are burned outside the camp”



Bible Questions

“For we are God’s fellow 

workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building ... Do you not know 

that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” 

 “For this One has been counted worthy of more 

glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor 

than the house.  For every house is built by someone, but He who built 

all things is God”

“binding”  “loosing” 

“…whatever you bind 

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven” 

“Be holy, for I am holy”

“sanctuary”

“Let 

all things be done decently and in order”



“You will all 

fall away because of Me 

this night...” 

Charts and OutlinesCharts and Outlines



Charts and Outlines

“... the Lord turned and 

looked at Peter”

“... he went out and 

wept bitterly”

“And Peter remembered...”

“He went out an wept bitterly...”

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?”



Charts and Outlines

The Church of ChristThe Church of Christ
Who are we?  Who are we?  

What do we believe and practice?What do we believe and practice?

Our Motto:

Our Creed:

Who Are We?

How Did We Become Christians? 

God Then Added Them to the Church

As Christians 

Charts and Outlines



Charts and Outlines

We Call Ourselves “The Church of Christ”, 

Our Work:

Our Hope:

“Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus 

Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and the acknowledgment 

of the truth which accords with godliness, in hope of eternal life which 

God, who cannot lie, promised before time began, but has in due time 

manifested His word through preaching, which was committed to me 

according to the commandment of God our Savior...” 



From The Heart OF...From The Heart OF...

The Crucifixion of JesusThe Crucifixion of Jesus



From The Heart OF...

“Pilate having scourged Jesus, 

delivered Him to them to be crucified ... and they crucified Him.”

what did 

the body of Jesus of Nazareth actually endure during those hours of torture? 

The CrossThe Cross



From The Heart OF...

the forearm is included 

in the anatomy of the hand.

“Behold, my hands.” 

The Physical Suffering of ChristThe Physical Suffering of Christ
“And being in agony, He prayed 

more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down 

to the ground”



From The Heart OF...



From The Heart OF...



From The Heart OF...

“Father, forgive them for 

they know not what they 

do.” 

“Today 

thou shalt be with me in 

Paradise.”

“Behold, thy mother,” 



From The Heart OF...

“Woman, behold thy son.”

“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”

“I am poured out 

like water and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted in 

the midst of my bowels.” 

“I thirst.”

“My strength is dried up like a potsherd and my tongue cleaveth 

to my jaws and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.” 



From The Heart OF...

 “It is finished.”

“Father, into thy hands, I commit my spirit.” 

Solomon said, “The conclusion, when all has been heard is ... fear God and 

keep his commandments for this is the whole duty of man” 



From The Heart OF...

The Resurrection of JesusThe Resurrection of Jesus
“Come to Me all who 

labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me for I am gentle and lowly in heart and you will find rest for your 

souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light”

Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 

into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  For if we have been 

united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 

likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with 

Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 

slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with 

Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having 

been raised from the dead, dies no more
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Answers to Puzzles

For Further Information, Please Contact:

Verse Search (from Page 37 ) 
1. speech; wisdom

2. Jesus Christ and Him crucified

3. in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling

4. demonstration of the Spirit and of power

5. that their faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God

6. mature

7. mystery

8. crucified the Lord of glory

9. Isaiah 64:4; 65:17

10. all things, the deep things of God

11. the Spirit of God

12. the Spirit Who is from God

13. the Holy Spirit

14. as foolishness

15. they can only be discerned spiritually

16. all things

17. the mind of Christ

Bible Find 
(from page 43 )

Scavenger Hunt (page 84)

Answers:

1. Fourteen each: Matthew 1:17

2.  Locust and wild honey: 3:4

3.  Forty days and forty nights: 4:2

4.  Peter and Andrew; James   

        and John: 4:18, 21

5.  Capernaum: 8:5-13

6.  His birthday: 14:1-12

7.  Seven: 15:32-39

8.  Moses and Elijah:  17:1-7

9.  Caesar: 22:15-22

10. Barabbas: 27:15-26



V
Does God feel emotions?

There are precious identifications with God in the emotions we, as 

humans, experience.  We are made in God’s image; we have the capacity 

to feel love, longing, sorrow — yes, what we feel is human-sized, but it is a 

very real sharing with what God feels toward  the souls of mankind!  Listen 

to His words:

“The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty One, will save; 

He will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His 

love, He will rejoice over you with singing”  (Zephaniah 3:17). (1) The 

omnipresent God is here, in our midst, not sitting off in the distant heav-

ens and merely observing what is going on in the world, as the religions 

of the East teach.  (2) Our behavior elicits response from Him: gladness, 

singing! It is an amazing thought that the very God of creation can be 

moved to joyful singing because of something a mere human has done!  

Through the prophet Hosea, God described His patient and gentle 

care for His people: “When Israel was a child, I loved him.... I taught 

Ephraim to walk, taking them by their arms; but they did not know 

that I healed them.  I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of 

love, and I was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck. I 

stooped and fed them...”  But in response to their disobedience and idol-

atry, God cried, “How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you 

over, Israel? ... My heart churns within Me...” (Hosea 11:1,3,4,8). 

We cannot read these words without feeling in our own hearts all the 

emotions we know toward our own children, or toward the ones to whom 

we would give spiritual birth through the Gospel — the love, the patience 

in helping them to take their first stumbling steps, the kissing of the 

wounds when they fall, the gentleness and love with which we lead them 

along, easing their burdens whenever we can, even bending down to 

their little heights to provide whatever care they need.  God used these 

very words to describe His emotionally-induced provisions for His chil-

dren.  But in Israel’s disobedience that required correction, what strong 

words God used to describe what the thought of that punishment did to 

His own heart: it churned within Him!  What an amazing Father we have!               

              — BBC
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